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Black Butte School told the tale of Harold the Hodag in their winter play.

Winter play packs house
at Black Butte School

By Jodi Schneider

Correspondent

Black Butte School (BBS)
students revealed the history
of the Hodag and how it came
to Hoodoo Ski Area in a stage
production at Camp Sherman
Community Hall on Thursday.

“Oregon Winter” was a
variety show with holiday
music and the feature presenta-
tion of the evening, “The Leg-
endary Hodag,” was written
and directed by Jennie Sharp.

The year is 1893. Eugene
Shepard, played by student
Jo Jo Souza, a respected tim-
ber cruiser, stumbles into a
logging camp in Rhinelander,
Wisconsin, and the story
begins.

He has encountered a
vicious beast: the great black
Hodag, and Souza as Shepard
describes the creature to the
loggers:

“The first time I saw one, 1
came around a huge hemlock
to arrive face to face with the
200 pound, seven-foot-long,
lizard-like beast. Its head was
large for its body, with two
horns growing from its head,
large fangs, and nasty green
eyes. It was covered with
short black hair and the body
was stout and muscular. On
its spine were spikes leading
to a powerful tail. Its four legs
were short and sturdy with
three claws facing forward and
one back.”

According to the script,
Shepard captured a live
Hodag, but it got away, so to
prove its existence to skeptical
folks he made a fake one.

At the end of scene four,
Shepard tells the loggers,
“We’ll have to make a Hodag
with wood and rotting oxen
hides.”

Its armor was made of
horns once belonging to vari-
ous bulls. Those vicious claws
were bent steel rods. But to
Rhinelander, Wisconsin, the
Hodag is much more than a
hoax. It became a local legend.

“I thought we could cel-
ebrate local history,” Sharp
noted. “Part of the inspiration
for the story first came from
the social studies curriculum

— this year grades 5-8 are
learning about Oregon his-
tory. I started brainstorming
and wanted to focus on a local
story. Last year writer T. Lee
Brown helped the kids learn
interviewing skills and they
interviewed long-time Camp
Sherman residents Leon and
Sylvia Foster. There were
many fun stories that they
gathered through the inter-
views, and the transcripts were
shared with me. Some of the
best stories were about their
time managing Hoodoo Ski
Area.

“After my husband,
Delany, suggested that I write
about Harold the Hodag, I
started researching the mas-
cot of Hoodoo and the history
of this mythical beast. It was
such a fun history that I had to
incorporate it into the show.”

She added, “Hoodoo owner
Chuck Shepard gave me lots
of information that helped me
to write the play.”

Shepard was in the audi-
ence with his family. He grew
up in Wisconsin knowing the
story about Uncle Gene.

“The play sticks to the
facts,” Shepard said. “I knew
it would be good, but it was
a whole lot better than I
anticipated.”

After the audience cheered
in awe of a delightful perfor-
mance by 26 students ages 5 to
13, the cast appeared on stage
and sang “Deck the Halls.”

But that wasn’t the end
— Harold the Hodag from
Hoodoo put in a special sur-
prise appearance (arranged by
Sharp) for the cast and every-
one in the audience.

Since 2015, Sharp has
directed the BBS winter per-
formance, creating memorable
experiences for the performers
and their audiences.

After being approached by
parents to offer summer camps
many times, Sharp decided
that 2019 was the year. At
Starshine Theater Camp kids
leap into the fantastic world
of imagination for a week of
designing, creating, and per-
forming their own show. For
more information visit www.
starshine-theater.com
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By Jacqueline E. Mathews, Tribune News Service

ACROSS
1 Go quickly
4 Personnel
9 Pleased
13 Fishing spot
14 __up; amassed
15 Husband of a rani
16 Soap lather
17 Cold &
businesslike
19 Wrath
20 Long lock of hair
21 Military chaplain
22 Part of KFC
24 Racket
25 Potato salad
ingredients
27 Topeka resident
30 Weather forecast
31 Bangkok folks
33 Trawler’s need
35TV crime drama
series
36 Gets an “F”
37 Command to
Fido
38 All __; fully
prepared
39 Stanza
40 Cricket’s sound
41 Get back money
spent
43 Cool dessert
44 Stale
45 _ beans; burrito
filling
46 __ off; disregard
49 __ out; get rid of
gradually
51 Womanizer
54 Brave
56 __ monster; biting
lizard
57 Beame & Vigoda
58 Uneven
59 Actor Christian
60 Apple pieala__
61 Early guitars
62 __ as afox

DOWN

1 Rush __; busy
traffic period

2 Vague

3 Ames & Asner

4 Church toppers

5 Used a stopwaitch

6 Austrian skier’s
milieu
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7 Charges

8 20th-century U.S.

president
9 Responses to a

corny joke

10 Come to shore

11 Slightly open

12 Valley

13 Fraternity letter

18 Twirls

20 Itsy-bitsy

23 Serling & Steiger

24 Speaker’s
platform

25 Has possession
of

26 Friendlier

27 Curly cabbage

28 Standoffish

29 Approaches

31 Waterproof
covering

32 “He’s got the

whole world in __

hands...”

34 Use a PC
keyboard

36 Long-running
dispute

37 Close
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39 Europe’s longest 47 Vagabond
river 48 Wished one
40 Ice cream scoop hadn'’t done

holder

42 College class
43 Feels the loss of

49 Lima’s nation
50 Hilarious person
52 Actress Sheedy

45 TV remote button 53 Daniel __ Kim
46 lllegal way to 55 Become firm
make money 56 Shaw’s monogram
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