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By Ceili Cornelius
Correspondent

Miles west along a forest
highway is a treasure trove
that has become a holiday
season destination for many
people in Sisters.

Patrick Dibala and Nancy
Wood are the founders and
owners of Christmas Trea-
sures, located in Blue River
alongside the McKenzie
Highway — surrounded by
the forest and the western
Cascades. Christmas Trea-
sures has been in business
since November of 1993 and
had an online presence since
1997.

Dibala had always done
crafts in his hometown of
Reedsport, and enjoyed find-
ing unique hand-made items.
He traveled to Florida and the
surrounding area where he
met his partner, Nancy Wood.
Wood and Dibala loved to
travel and attend gift shows
and antique craft shows.
During their time traveling,
they would go to Christmas
shops because of their own
passion for crafts and hand-
made Christmas gifts.

“We wanted to get out of
Florida and have a change of
scenery, with four seasons,
so we thought a gift shop in
Oregon would be fun,” said
Dibala.

Once Dibala and Wood
moved to the Oregon
Coast, they would travel
over the mountains to ski
at Mt. Bachelor and raft
the McKenzie River. They
then decided to permanently
move to the McKenzie River
and open up the shop there
because they loved the area
and were passionate about
collecting.

“We got a lot of advice
from people we knew who
had stores on the East Coast
that we had visited about how
to have the store,” he said.

Christmas Treasures has
been in business for 27 years
and has seen a consistent
stream of curious customers.

“A lot of our customer
base are curious people on
the drive from the valley to
Central Oregon coming in
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Christmas Treasures, located between Sisters and Eugene, is a destination

for hand-made holiday decorations.

and checking out the store,”
he said.

They primarily sell to par-
ents and grandparents try-
ing to make Christmas great
for their kids and families.
Despite being out of the way
of major traffic, they get a
lot of business even in the
summer months from their
client base getting ahead on
the holiday madness, and
those who are curious and
pop in.

“A lot of customers come
in to get an annual ornament
each year or get decorations
for their recently cut-down
tree that they got in the
woods just by us,” he said.
“A lot of the reason we do
so well here is that compe-
tition from other Christmas
shops has gone down, and
we are lucky to have a good
customer base that make it a
tradition to come in.”

They see a lot of business
even when the economy is
down.

“Christmas isn’t going
anywhere, and nobody wants
to have a poor Christmas, and
we provide the decoration
and spirit needed for a good
one from a local business,”
said Dibala.

One reason Dibala and
Wood enjoy having a shop is
because they are able to col-
lect and sell handmade items
from artists. Dibala and Wood
attend gift shows around the

country throughout the year
finding items for the shop.
They also meet artists along
the way who make hand-
crafted items including artists
from Eugene and Alaska who
create hand-carved Santas for
them consistently. They also
source some of their prod-
ucts internationally, includ-
ing their traditional German
nutcrackers and Italian nativ-
ity scenes. The two of them
travel in their RV when
not in the store searching
for gifts and items for the
store.

Christmas Treasures is a
place to find unique hand-
crafted Santas and figurines,
nativity scenes, ornaments,
village scenes and more.
They sell not only Christmas
decorations, but paintings,
Halloween decorations and
things for Thanksgiving.

Dibala and Wood look
forward to another season
of customers popping into
the store to explore all of
the scenes and handmade
Christmas items they have in
the store.

“We really love the loca-
tion of living near our store
and the customers we get to
meet,” said Dibala.

Christmas Treasures is
located at 52959 McKenzie
Hwy. in Blue River.

Items can also be pur-
chased online at www.
christmas-treasures.com.
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' SHIBUI SPA AT FIVEPINE

= 541-549-6164 | shibuispa.com

. THESHOE INN

- STITCHIN' POST

- ALPACA COUNTRY ESTATES

' SISTERS MEAT AND SMOKEHOUSE

BECERRAS ON 6TH BISTRO

Pick up a gift certificate for dinner at our
new French-inspired. AreDeco-style bistro §

Give the Gift of Health .. a Shibui Spa gift
certificate is the perfect way to show your
loved one just how much they mean to you.

So many great gifts! They will shop = _
‘til they drop for top-brand shoes, boots, cozy |
socks &slippers. Vera Bradley totes. and more.

541-385-7405 | shoeinnbend.com
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THE COTTONWOOD CAFE THE

. Give the gift of a happy palate! We offer a family-  |Rif1jf W ¥11.

frlendly menu featuring an innovative perspective wu nn
on classic dishes. Gift certificates available. CAFE

541-549-2699 | cottonwoodinsisters.com

A gift card opens up a world of options! | év[z[c/un/
We have fabrics. yarns. art quilting \ 05T
~ supplies. books. patterns. gifts and more!

541-549-606l | stitchinpost.com

CHOPS BISTRO

Celebrate the holidays with a gift certificate
for extraordinary dining, cockeails in our lounge.
or shopping our new specialty food & drink retail.

CHRISTMAS TREASURES

brings you the most treasured ornaments and items
= for giftgiving and collecting. Come experience the
Old -World charm all through the year.

ANTLER ARTS

Family and friends will love receiving a gift certificate
to shop our amazing array of unique. handcrafted.
artisan glfts jewelry. llghung furnlture and home décor!

Wrap up your holiday shopping with gift certificates
to our boutique filled with warm. fuzzy alpaca clothing
and home accessories. Alpaca kisses complimentary!

54]—504- 4226 I alpacacountryestates.com

Happiness is a gift certificate for meat, Alaskan
seafood. game. cheeses, sandwiches, beer,

wine & cider. Pick up in store or order online.
541-719-1186 | www.sistersmeat.com

» SISTERSMEAT

AND SMOKEHOUSE

cabins along the Metolius River is the ideal gift!

541-595-6290 | metollusrlverlodges.co




