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A recent headline in The 
Bulletin and also in The 
Oregonian stated <Oregon 
schools record poorest test 
scores in five years.= If you 
are a parent this undoubtedly 
caught your eye. The article 
went on to share, <Oregon 
schools recorded their poorest 
performance in the five-year 
history of Oregon9s current 
reading, writing and math 
tests this spring, registering 
year-over-year declines in 
every grade level and among 
nearly every demographic 
group.=

The scores revealed that 
only 40 percent of students 
across grades three through 
eight have mastered math. A 
small percentage of over half 
the students tested show pro-
ficiency in reading and writ-
ing skills.

As I listened to reports 
and read these statistics I of 
course wondered how the 
Sisters9 students stack up.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e 
Oregonian, looking at grades 
three through 11, our students 
exceeded state percentages in 
all but three grades in math 
(4th, 5th, and 8th). In reading 
and writing, the percentages 
were above the state9s in all 
grades. As impressive as this 
is it9s important to recognize 
that in math the proficiency 
score of 52 was the highest 
achieved. In English skills 
it was much higher, espe-
cially in the 11th grade where 
it reached 80 percent. In a 
September 19 article in The 
Bulletin it was reported that 
of the students at Sisters High 
85 percent chose to take the 
math tests while 87 percent 
took the reading and writing 
tests. 

As great as it is to be 
above the state percentages 
it9s important to think about 
how many of Sisters9 students 
are still not proficient, espe-
cially in the lower grades. It 
has often been said that up 
until third grade students are 
learning to read, from third 
grade on they are reading to 
learn. If we take this literally 
we realize that a 52 percent-
age (our third-grade score) 
of proficiency shows there is 
work to be done. This is an 
area where parents can make 
a huge impact, starting from 
almost the day their children 
are born. Making opportuni-
ties to engage with words, in 
all kinds of situations, is the 
crucial item to focus on. The 
more descriptive words kids 
hear, the more new words 
added to their vocabulary, and 
the more they feel their words 
are important, the better their 
English skills will become. 
Books, games, cereal boxes, 

road signs and other printed 
words need to be in front of 
them as much as possible, 
instead of screens that engage 
but don9t teach the necessary 
foundation for reading. Being 
listened to and heard makes a 
child feel important and helps 
them develop a better ability 
to communicate effectively.

As a toddler, one of my 
daughters would not go to 
bed without clutching one of 
her favorite books. We didn9t 
necessarily have to read it 
because she would read it to 
herself long after the lights 
went out. Memory of words 
is amazing.

Later in her school years 
she was tested to be admitted 
to a special education expe-
rience. In reading she tested 
far above her grade level, in 
math not so well. I9ll forever 
be grateful to the admittance 
director for saying, <Shelly 
will be able to do math well 
enough to balance her check-
book, however, she9ll be 
able to read whatever comes 
before her, which is much 
more important.= Her read-
ing excelled in spite of learn-
ing difficulties. Today she is 
a school counselor where she 

feels having had problems 
learning prepared her to bet-
ter understand her students. 
Her love of reading has got-
ten her to where she is today.

Overall, math scores 
also need some work. Here 
again parents can start that 
work. Every time a numbers 
game is played or computa-
tion questions are asked the 
idea of <I can9t do math= is 
quietly debunked. Recently, 
some Cub Scouts approached 
me to buy popcorn at Ray9s. 
Not needing the popcorn I 
told them I would give them 
a $5 donation and handed 
them a $10, asking how much 
change did they need to give 
me in return? This was a 
deliberate way I could be part 
of helping them learn that 
math is a practical tool to use 
in everyday life.

Colt Gill, Oregon9s state 
chief education administra-
tor, said in the Oregonian 
article that districts will be 
given half a billion dollars to 
spend to try to raise achieve-
ment, improve mental and 
behavioral health, and close 
achievement gaps. I heard 
on Oregon Public Radio that 
this money will be coming 

through the Student Success 
Act. Distribution of that 
money does depend partially 
on data collected from stu-
dents9 test scores.

I strongly believe that 
having money designated not 
only for academics but also 
earmarked to address mental 
health and the development 
of social emotional skills can 
do nothing but improve test 
scores. Hopefully, a large 
proportion of that money will 
go toward developing quality 
early childhood education, 
which research shows will 
pay for itself in the years to 
come.

Gill encouraged parents 
and taxpayers to reach out to 
their school district9s leaders 
with input on how they think 
their district could best spend 
this money. He said the data 
points and information about 
how students are currently 
doing inform the discussion 
along with the engagement 
of students and families in 
deciding what it tells them 
how the districts should 
proceed.

I hope many in the Sisters 
area will become involved in 
this process. I plan to.

Improving Oregon test scores
By Edie Jones
Columnist
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802 Help Wanted

THE LODGE IN SISTERS

is now Hiring for:

Caregiver (PT) Requires a

mature and responsible attitude

and the ability to establish

confidence in the residents

regarding their care needs.

Wages DOE. NOC/ Evening.

Med Tech (FT) Requires

maturity and a responsible

attitude for the residents to have

confidence in your ability to

administer medications and

treatments. Wages DOE.

NOC/Evening.

Culinary Assistant (PT)

Responsible for quality of dining

service during meals for the

Community. Wages DOE.

Morning/Evening.

Cook 3 Important to provide the

highest-quality food preparation,

plate presentation and prompt

service to all residents/employees

Wages DOE. Morning/Evening.

Housekeeper (FT, PT)

Responsible for housekeeping

apartment and community,

laundry functions, and

maintaining compliance with all

regulatory standards. Wages

DOE. Regular consistent weekly
hours throughout the year.

Bus Driver (PT) Requires clean

driving record.

"   "   "   "   "   "   "   "

NEED A CHANGE?

Use The Nugget's

HELP WANTED

column to find a new job!

NEED ASSISTANCE?

Use the Help Wanted column

to find the help you need!

The Nugget Newspaper

Call 541-549-9941 to place

your ad by noon, Mondays or

submit your text online at

NuggetNews.com

901 Wanted

Furry Friends Foundation

is raising money to benefit pets in

the Sisters area. Drop off your

redeemable bottles and cans in

the containers on the side porch

at The Nugget Newspaper office

at 442 E. Main Ave.

UPLOADED

EVERY TUESDAY!

The Nugget Newspaper

C L A S S I F I E D S are at

www.NuggetNews.com

"  "  "  "  "  "  "  "  "  "  "  "  "  "  "  "

999 Public Notice

PUBLIC AUCTION NOTICE

On 11/2/19 at 1 p.m., the entire

contents of unit #G-14, belonging

to Casey Barksdale, will be sold

to the highest bidder. CASH

Only. Minimum bid of $100/unit.

High bidder must remove ALL

contents within 48 hours. The

unit will be open for viewing one

hour before auction. The sale

takes place at

SNO CAP MINI STORAGE,

157 W. Sisters Park Drive,

Sisters, Oregon. 541-549-3575.

T H E    N U G G E T

S I S T E R S    O R E G O N

online at NuggetNews.com

C L A S S I F I E D S

Advertising in The Nugget works!

Call 541-549-9941 today! 

A Lesson Learned About Marketing

“As a real estate broker in Sisters Country for a number of years, I decided 
to start advertising periodically in � e Nugget a couple of years ago. � en I 
decided to take a break because I wasn’t sure I needed to spend the money. It 
didn’t take long for me to realize — when my business fell o�  — that there was 
a direct correlation between advertising in � e Nugget and my phone ringing.

So I decided that a regular presence in the paper was a necessity 

and wise investment year-round and I have been on a weekly contract 
ever since. � e fact that � e Nugget is a  weekly community newspaper and has 
a shelf-life of a week and beyond is a great value compared to daily papers.  

With so many people moving in and out of the area who may be looking for the 
right broker to help in their house-hunt, as well as local 
property owners that will need my services when they 
decide the time is right to buy or sell, you can’t take for 
granted the importance of a strong marketing presence 
to build your business and support the community.

The moral of this story is that with the 
guidance of The Nugget staff , I have seen 
my business continue to increase steadily 
— and you can, too!”

—  Ross Kennedy, Principal Broker
Black Butte Realty Group 

ADVERTISING 
in The Nugget 

WORKS!
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