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There is nothing more sad 
to those who enjoy the lava 
caves of Central Oregon than 
to enter these pristine natural 
wonders and discover they 
have been vandalized by the 
thoughtless acts of previous 
cave visitors who defaced the 
cave with offensive graffiti.

This is especially true for 
the members of the Central 
Oregon NSS Grotto. The 
National Speleological 
Society (NSS), with over 
10,000 members and 250 
grottos (chapters), is the larg-
est organization in the world 
working every day to further 
the exploration, study, and 
protection of caves and their 
environments, and foster fel-
lowship among cavers. 

Members are bound 
together by their love of 
caves and caving and their 
desire to learn about the 
underground wilderness and 
protect it for future genera-
tions. It is especially upset-
ting when someone reports a 
cave that9s been vandalized, 
and Boyd Cave, so close to 
Bend, is a popular recre-
ational site for those inter-
ested in learning about and 
enjoying caves.

The cave is well known, 
on USFS land, and open to 
the public. Unfortunately, 
more and more of these 
popular recreation sites 
are becoming the victims 
of those people who seem 
to have no feelings for the 
beauty of such wonderful 
resources, and have to leave 
their message of not caring 
spray-painted all over the 
cave.

Neil Marchington, a long-
time member of the Central 
Oregon Grotto, took it upon 
himself to notify the USFS 
of graffiti in Boyd Cave (and 
others) and of his goal to 
sandblast off the offensive 
paint from the cave rocks. 

Sandblasting is a very 
intense job that requires a 
crew of at least eight hardy 
souls who can handle hard 
work. To begin with, there 
are reels of 250 foot, heavy-
duty air hoses required to 
supply air pressure to the 
airgun used to blast the paint 
off the walls and objects in 
the cave. 

Wait! I9ve got the cart 
before the horse 4 the first 
thing the crew needed to 

have before conducting a 
sandblasting project is the 
air compressor to supply 
the high-pressure energy so 
the sand can remove (as in 
destroy) the graffiti. That9s 
an expensive proposition, 
which Neil and the grotto 
took on using the proceeds 
of a combination of county 
grants and the generosity of 
Wanderlust Tours, who also 
donated funds.

They had to mount it in a 
trailer, another big expense, 
then purchase the sandblast-
ing equipment, sand, and 
safety equipment; then the 
tarps and the air hoses 4 and 
the list goes on and on.

While the air compres-
sor and trailer stayed above 
ground on the surface, every-
thing else has to be hand-
carried into the cave, and if 
you want to take on a project 
that9s a tough can of worms, 
try uncoiling 250 feet of 
heavy air hose in a lava tube 
that9s eight feet wide. Not to 
forget all the tarps, five-gal-
lon buckets, and material to 
collect and reuse the sand.

The clean-up project 
began bright and early at 8 
a.m., but Marchington says 
it took the crew until 10 a.m. 
just to get everything in the 
cave and ready to go. 

Most of the heavy lift-
ing and general hard work 
was done by Marchington 

and the hardy volunteers 
from Wanderlust Tours, with 
owner Dave Nissen doing a 
great deal of the sandblast-
ing, placing huge tarps under 
and around the graffiti so 
there was no contaminated 
sand left behind. It took the 
Grotto and Wanderlust crews 
over three days to get the job 
done. 

Boyd Cave is the destina-
tion of many, many people 
seeking a pleasant adventure 
in a lava tube. It is also the 
destination for winter hiber-
nation of two species of our 
local bats, the Townsend big-
eared and the little brown 
bats. Back in the 1970s, 
when I was experimenting 
with placing an anodized 
gold-colored band on the 
bat9s wing, I had a big-eared 
that came back to Boyd Cave 
for 10 years running.

I9d check the cave in 
November and there that 
little guy would be, sleeping 
away winter in almost the 
same place it was in the pre-
vious year. On the 11th year, 
however, I went into the cave 
to check on my little friend 
and found him dead on the 
floor of his bedroom; some-
one had shot him, and I don9t 
know why.

Marchington has this to 
say about the work he and 
his wonderful volunteers do: 
<The improvement in how 

the cave looks is fantastic. 
Erasing the destruction done 
by a few selfish people is 
very fulfilling. Watching the 
enthusiasm of the volun-
teers this weekend was truly 
wonderful. I can9t express 
enough thanks to Wanderlust 
Tours staff and Dave Nissen 
for helping us reach this next 
step in the project!=

And in that light, if you 
want to help the Grotto to 
remove the graffiti in the 
other caves in the Central 
Oregon region, you can 

donate money at http://
ohdgrotto.caves.org as well 
as contact them about vol-
unteer opportunities. They 
could really use volunteers 
with sandblasting and indus-
trial experience. 

It took nearly three days 
to remove about three min-
utes of intentional spray- 
painting. If you come upon 
anyone engaged in the act of 
defacing our treasured caves, 
please call the Forest Service 
and give them their license 
plate number.

Neil Marchington and Dave Nissen about to sandblast paint from 
vandalized cave rock.
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A Growing Business
Donna Lee Bolt, 541-740-4906
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I o� er house-plant decorating, 
repotting and plant-sitting 

in Sisters, Redmond, 
and most of Bend.

$15/hr. for � rst consult
Plant Care & Decorating Available

Why do you have house plants? 
Were they a gift �  a plant left behind?
Do you talk to �  touch your plants?

I help owners of house 
plants get to know 

each plant they adopt.
Plants need nutrients. They need 
to be disease- and parasite-free. 

Plus, they need attention!
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NOW SERVING 

Pizza by the Slice!

SHULERS’ PIZZERIA 
www.shulerspizzeria.com

442 E. Hood Ave., Sisters • 541-549-1960 
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11 a.m.-8 p.m. • Sunday 12-7 p.m.

Pizza, Beer & Wine 
Delivery, too!

SNO CAP MINI STORAGE

Sisters Industrial Park
157 Sisters Park Dr. • 541-549-3575

www.SistersStorage.com

•  State-of-the-art 
Security Technology

• Sizes from 5x5 to 12x40

• Individual Gate Codes

• Long-term Discounts

• On-site Manager

View activities & classes, and register online!
www.SistersRecreation.com

1750 W. Mckinney Butte Rd.  |  541-549-2091

Thursday, October 10, 2019, 3-7 p.m. 
at Sisters-Camp Sherman Fire Station

FREE!

FREE services, educational information and 
different resources available to seniors 

here in our community.

541-549-4349
260 N. Pine St., Sisters

Licensed 

Bonded / Insured

CCB#87587

It’s A Family 
Business!


