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Jensen takes reins as hoys basketball head coach

By Rongi Yost

Correspondent

After 13 years as the
Sisters High School (SHS)
varsity boys soccer coach,
Rob Jensen has made a tran-
sition and taken over as the
boys varsity basketball coach.
Jensen took the Outlaws
through a summer league
schedule, where the Outlaws
played between 20 and 30
games, including two week-
end tournaments.

“We are really trying to
figure out who we are, the
role of each player, and how
we can be successful,” said
Jensen.

Coaching is an obvious
passion for Jensen, as he has
been at it since he gradu-
ated from college. His first
job was with his former high
school coach, Bob Wismer,
at Banks High School as the
boys basketball JV coach.
From there, Jensen moved to
Madras and was a freshman
coach for two years.

In 2006, the Jensens
moved to Sisters and Rob

assistant varsity basketball
coach. He coached with
Runco as an assistant varsity
coach and the JV coach from
2011-2017.

In addition, Rob has been
the boys varsity soccer coach
for the past 13 years. He’s
also coached youth lacrosse
and youth basketball, and
currently coaches a Ul1 pre-
mier soccer team for the Bend
Timbers.

With years of experience
under his belt, Jensen is very
comfortable stepping in as the
boys coach.

“Having coached all lev-
els of basketball, and having
been a varsity coach for 13
years, I feel I am ready for
this step,” said Jensen. “I'm
much more ready now than
when I took over the soccer
program. We have a great
group of coaches who will be

helping out, and a lot of expe-
rience at those positions, so
I’'m excited about the future.”

He plans to continue the
Outlaws tradition of creating
athletes that compete hard,
aspire to excellence, and
carry themselves with strong
character. He also wants to
continue to grow the youth
programs, create consis-
tency at all levels, and have
a system where all levels are
supported.

Jensen told The Nugget
that basketball has always
been his first love, and he’s
excited to be back coaching
the sport and mentoring the
players. He has seen his play-
ers in the middle school class-
room, at outdoor school, and
has coached them through
high school.

“The relationships formed
are pretty awesome,” said

4 SISTERS
549-9388

Quality Truck-mounted

CARPET CLEANING

Quality Cleaning 46 years U
Reasonable Prices  Gisfow!

Jensen. “Over the last few
years I’ve attended weddings,
and seen former athletes
grow into really neat people,
and I’m proud to have been
a small part of that develop-
ment. With my own children
in elementary school, I will
get to see the full kindergar-
ten through 12th grade swing
with a number of these future
athletes, and that is going to
be amazing.”

Jensen wants his players
to leave the program with a
bigger love for the game than
when they started. He feels
this will be accomplished
through commitment and
hard work, which will lead to
skill improvement, and in the
whole process have fun.

“Sports are a venue to
work on character traits such
as overcoming adversity,
handling failure, constantly
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growing and learning, and
truly becoming better peo-
ple,” said Jensen. “The emo-
tional highs and lows teach
students many things about
life that make them better
equipped at taking risks and
succeeding in the real world.
Students learn to manage
time, talk to adults, problem-
solve, be a part of a team, and
think outside themselves. I
love being a part of that.”
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the school and the travel
teams, for four years, before
he became Rand Runco’s
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Drawing September 9th!

“Bark for Our Parks II" quilt was
designed, appliqued, and quilted by
Valerie Fercho-Tillery. The original design and
incredible detail make this a spectacular quilt!
The quilt is currently on display at the Furry
Friends office, 204 W. Adams, Ste. 109, in the
Sisters Art Works building (next door to the
Habitat Restore parking lot.)

Tickets are $1 each, six for $5 or
go for it, 25 for $20.

Tickets may be purchased at the
Furry Friends office or online at
www.furryfriendsfoundation.org

“Bark for Our Parks II” - by Valerie Fercho-Tillery

For more information: 541-797-4023



