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surgery for a broken neck 
after a fall. It was a long reha-
bilitation, but the outcome 
was nothing short of miracu-
lous and Larry was once again 
enjoying his passions. A high 
point included racing a hot rod 
at Sisters Airport and winning. 
Throughout the rehabilita-
tion period, Larry inspired so 
many; his faith, optimism and 
determination were key com-
ponents to his recovery. Once 
again however, Larry was 
about to go through a similar 
4 but more extreme 4 injury 
and recovery. 

Just two weeks into their 
plans, Larry and Terry were 
enjoying the desert. After 
hiking in Joshua Tree, they 
returned to their motorhome 
to sit back and relax. As Larry 
began to rise, his chair became 
unbalanced and he was sent 
backwards with his head 
and neck striking the metal 
stairs leading into their RV. 
Realizing he was unable to 
move, Terry (a nurse) reached 
for her cellphone to call 9-1-1. 
Cell service was limited, but as 
one of the first of many provi-
sional blessings, the call went 
out and help was on its way.

Larry was unable to feel 
anything from his shoulders 
down. Paramedics quickly 
responded, and after freeing 
Larry from the chair, assessing 
his condition and transporting 
him down the road to meet a 
Life Flight helicopter, Larry 
was on a 20-minute flight to 
Desert Regional Hospital in 
Palm Springs. For Terry the 
drive took 90 minutes, and by 
the time she arrived another 
complexity was unfolding. 
The hospital had received a 

gunshot victim and was placed 
on <lock-down.= Desperate to 
be by her husband9s side and 
hear an update on his condi-
tion, Terry had to remain in a 
waiting room until the lock-
down was over.

Unable to move or hit a 
call-button, Larry was placed 
in ICU. Despite the paraly-
sis, potential surgery, mem-
ory loss and uncertainty of 
what lay ahead, Larry made 
jokes with staff and kept the 
mood light. His condition 
soon necessitated a feeding 
tube and then a tracheotomy, 
which made talking very diffi-
cult. To take away movement 
was bad enough, but then to 
limit Larry9s engaging per-
sonality made the days more 
frustrating. Three weeks after 
arriving, it was time to move 
Larry to Vibra Hospital in San 
Diego to be weaned off of the 
ventilator. This next step was 
a requirement for being con-
sidered as a patient at Craig 
Hospital in Denver, a world-
renowned hospital special-
izing in neuro-rehabilitation 
and research of patients with 
spinal cord injuries. Craig was 
where Larry needed to be, and 
once again, the provisional 
blessings abounded. 

For five weeks, Larry 
worked hard with the special-
ists. A clinical liaison from 
Craig had been scheduled to 
fly to California for a meet-
ing, but cancelled the trip due 
to his continued reliance on 
the ventilator. Anxious for this 
next step in the rehabilitation 
process, Larry and his doctor 
at Vibra made it happen. Just 
two days later Larry was fully 
weaned and two days after that 
they were meeting with the 
liaison from Craig. Plans were 
secured and they were to be 
transported the very next day. 
On February 14, Valentine9s 
Day, Larry and his bride were 
flying on a Learjet to Denver. 

After being admitted to 
Craig, Larry and Terry met 
with the exceptional team 
assigned to them. Plans were 
extensive and began quickly. 
With multiple activities and 
goals, each day contained over 
seven hours of rehabilitation. 
Terry was provided onsite 
accommodations for one 
month and initially thought 
she would then be commut-
ing 45 minutes from a friend9s 
home. Then one day a case 
manager delivered surprising 
news; an anonymous donor 
had taken care of any further 
charges. Terry could remain 
close to Larry throughout his 
time there. This was just one 
of many financial provisions 
made along the way. Each 
need seemed to be met in a 
miraculous way.

For three months Larry 
and Terry lived at Craig, and 
throughout that time they 
focused on possibilities and 
blessings. Gratitude helped 
them overcome the over-
whelming feelings that would 
creep in; gratitude and faith 
that God was in control and 
had purpose in all of it. During 
that time, Terry made one trip 
back to Sisters to make plans 
for necessary changes in their 
home. With only four days 
home to get things going, she 
was bolstered by friends, rela-
tives, and church family. So 
many aspects needed to be 
updated; flooring, furniture, 
doorways, the shower.

Larry had to be able to nav-
igate the house with ease from 
his breath-directed wheelchair.

Despite a lengthy com-
mute, Larry9s son Tyler, who 
had already done so much in 
relocating the motorhome 
twice and driving through 
thunderstorms and winter 
weather on mountain passes 
to bring their Jeep to Denver, 
jumped right in to help. A 
compassionate work team 

from within the Sisters com-
munity also came together to 
ensure that every need was 
met (including pledges from 
neighbors willing to help with 
physical needs once they were 
home). Transportation, a vital 
component to daily life, was 
also taken care of with the 
arrival of a <perfect= van (pro-
vided by an anonymous donor 
from another state) designed 
to allow Larry to indepen-
dently enter and sit up front 
when they are driving.

When it came time to 
say goodbye to the staff at 
Craig, Larry9s team voiced 
deep admiration for his atti-
tude and offered assurance 
that he and Terry were going 
to be fine. These exceptional 
practitioners had become like 
family and made the entire 
experience remarkable; they 
also taught Larry what a gift 
it is to be able to receive the 
help needed. Each individual 
had offered a compassion-
ate heart, diverse background 
and unique perspective. Larry 
believes that <if you look for 
good, you will find it,= and his 
life truly reflects that focus. 
He also knows how blessed he 
is, because not every fellow 
patient had the same outside 
support system or ability to 
focus on the positive. 

Finally being able to come 
home after five months away 
felt so good to Larry and 
Terry. Living each day in 
their newly remodeled house, 
with picturesque views of the 
forest and buoyed by loving 
friends and family is a bless-
ing beyond compare. Perhaps 
only in a small town as spe-
cial as Sisters could the wel-
come home be so personal 
and secure. Gratitude and 
faith remain a primary focus, 
and with increasing sensation 
in his shoulders, Larry9s hopes 
are high for another miracu-
lous recovery.
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We help create special moments for residents and their families. 
Each day we learn how we can continue to meet or exceed their 

expectations for the care we provide in a smaller, intimate setting.

When life changes, you still 
want a place that feels like home!

David Tolle, Owner/Operator 541-848-3194

Our agents are ready to meet 
your insurance needs

As life changes, so should your policy

Call or come in today for a 
free Farmers Friendly Review 

541-588-6245 • 257 S. Pine St., #101
www.farmersagent.com/jrybka

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

Sisters Dental
Trevor Frideres d.m.d. 

p 541-549-9486   f 541-549-9110
410 E. Cascade Ave.  •  P.O. Box 1027  •  Sisters

We’re committed 
to your dental health!ll hheeeaaalltthh!!ourr ddeennttaa

Exceptional Health, 

Prevention & Aesthetics 

For Your Family!

Smile, Sisters!

Offer good 9/4/19 through 9/18/19. 

$6 OFF 
10% OFF
whichever 
is greater!

SALE ON BIRD FEEDERS!

102 E. Main Ave.

541-549-4151

or

For more information on our 
events and a full calendar, visit 

paulinaspringsbooks.com. 

Enjoy exceptional 
service when you 
SHOP LOCAL AT 

PAULINA SPRINGS BOOKS
for books, games, toys, 
gifts and audiobooks.

We can order and receive 
most titles in 1-2 days for no 
additional charge! Ask about 
“Frequent Buyer Rewards.”

252 W. Hood Ave., Sisters
541-549-0866

info@paulinaspringsbooks.com

Author Presentations 

Fri., 9/13 • 6:30 PM
SAM REINHART

OF CALVERT FINANCIAL 
SOLUTIONS PRESENTS 

“Aligning Your Financial 
Goals with Your Values”
Learn what defi nes socially responsible 

investing, the changing landscape of 
responsible investing, and what makes 

Calvert an industry pioneer 
and performance leader.  

Fri., 9/20 • 6:30 PM
NORMA HOLMES 

Land Escapes: 
A Painted Journey on 

Oregon’s Eastside

This painted guide is 13 years in the 
making. Norma shares her traveling, 
182 images, recording, remembering, 
and updating was done to inspire an 

appreciation for the beauty found in the 
High Desert. Traveling through the pages 

will inspire readers to get behind the 
wheel and discover for themselves the 
grandeur found on this side of Oregon.

Open Mic
First Monday of the Month

Mondayy f
Returning in 

November! 
Music, Storytelling & Poetry

Sign-ups @ 6 p.m.

Starts @ 6:15 p.m.Nov. 4

OCTOBER 18, 19, 20
A three-day celebration of the literary 

culture of Central Oregon and the 
Pacifi c Northwest, featuring local, 

regional, and national authors.

INFO & TICKETS AT

SISTERSFOB.COM 

OCTOBER 18 19 20


