Wednesday, September 4, 2019 The Nugget Newspaper, Sisters, Oregon 11

Festival artist plays a Thompson Guitar

By Ceili Cornelius
Correspondent

Peter Rowan, one of the
headliners at this year’s
Sisters Folk Festival, has a
special connection to a local
Sisters business: Preston
Thompson Guitars.

Late in the 1970s Rowan
began a solo career writing
and performing songs in the
old bluegrass style.

“I no longer had to play
terrible bluegrass gigs when I
went out solo because of what
I had been involved with and
was able to record my own
music,” he said.

Internationally, Rowan
often performs as a solo
singer-songwriter, while state-
side, along with solo appear-
ances, he plays in three bands:
The Peter Rowan Bluegrass
Band, Big Twang Theory and
its Texas cousin Twang an’
Groove, and rock band The
Free Mexican Air Force.

Peter Rowan’s connection
to Preston Thompson Guitars
is a special, longstanding one.
Rowan has been writing and
performing on the same guitar
that the late Preston Thompson
built for him in the 1980s.

He met Thompson through
the guitarist of bluegrass band
Hot Rize, Charles Sawtelle.

“He introduced me to this
guitar, and believed in the
ability of Thompson to build
high-quality guitars,” said
Rowan.

The instrument is a vintage
guitar that he has played and
taken with him on his travels.

“The whole joy has been

Oregonians
to see record
‘kicker’ refund

SALEM (AP) — It’s offi-
cial: Oregonians will see
the largest-ever “kicker” tax
refund next year.

OPB reported Wednesday
that with all tax receipts for
the just-ended biennium
counted, state economists say
more than $1.57 billion will
flow back to personal income
taxpayers in 2020, when they
file their 2019 taxes. That
compares to a “kicker” refund
of a little more than $1.4 bil-
lion projected in May, when
officials last forecast overall
revenues.

The final tally, delivered
to lawmakers in a hearing
Wednesday morning, contin-
ued a consistent trend over the
last two years, as state tax rev-
enues consistently outpaced
economists’ expectations.

its adaptability to bring blue-
grass culture around the
world. I brought this guitar
to India and taught and wrote
songs on it. It is my writing
guitar and performing guitar,
making it a special vintage
guitar,” said Rowan.

The Preston Thompson
Guitars workshop sits next-
door to The Belfry and there,
craftsmen create vintage gui-
tars for musicians and artists.

Thompson died earlier
this year, after a year-long
illness. During Thompson’s
illness, luckily for the busi-
ness, he had trained and cre-
ated skilled craftsmen to carry
on the work of creating these
vintage guitars.

Thompson started build-
ing guitars in the 1970s, lead-
ing to a lifetime friendship
and a passion for capturing
a vintage tone based on the
sound of old Martin guitars.
Thompson studied 1930s
Martin guitars hoping to learn
the craft of creating the sound
of those golden-era, big-bod-
ied guitars. Some of the wood
that he sourced was actually
wood from those same gui-
tars that inspired his build-
ing: Brazilian rosewood cut in
1936 and lost in a shipwreck
in 1937.
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Preston had access, and
thoroughly studied Sawtelle’s
collection of rare and famous
pre-war vintage instruments,
and built Charles a guitar that
became one of his most trea-
sured and the one he intro-
duced Peter Rowan to.

For three years in a row
during the 1980s, his instru-
ments were selected as a prize
by the winners of the National
Flatpicking Championships at
the Walnut Valley Festival in
Winfield, Kansas.

As recalled by Rowan: “It
was at Winfield, Kansas, the
big festival. Hot Rize were
performing and their guitarist,
Charles Sawtwelle, had lent
his Martin OOO45 to Preston
to make a copy. That copy is
the OO0O42 Thompson guitar
that I play. I bought the gui-
tar from Preston at Winfield
where I was playing with fid-
dler Mark O’Conner.”

In the guitar shop in Sisters
sits a picture of Rowan with
this guitar, honoring his friend
and guitar builder, Preston
Thompson.

Rowan has played at the
Sisters Folk Festival and at
The Belfry.

“I love it there and look
forward to being back,” he
said.
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Meet at SPRD at 8am for supplies & routes.

As a business:
Encourage staff to clean around your property and
along roadways. Sponsor a team or individual, or

Encourage students and staff to clean up the school

On your own:
Gather friends & family and clean around your

To register yourself or a group call 541-549-2091,
www.sistersrecreation.com or at 1750 W. McKinney Butte Rd.
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As a group:

donate supplies.

As a school:

yard and parking lot.

neighborhood.
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SSNO CAP MINI STORAGE

S
N Sisters Industrial Par
= 157 Sisters Park Dr. » 541-549-3575
www.SistersStorage.com

» State-of-the-art
Security Technology

» Sizes from 5x5 to 12x40
+ Individual Gate Codes

« Long-term Discounts

« On-site Manager
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Legendary bluegrass musician and singer-songwriter Peter Rowan
purchased one of the very first Preston Thompson guitars in the 1980s.
Preston Thompson Guitars in Sisters carries on the tradition.

Rowan will be performing
with his band Free Mexican
Airforce alongside Grammy
award-winning TexMex band
Los Texmaniacs, who have
themselves performed at the
Sisters Folk Festival. Rowan

will also be performing a
few solo sets throughout the
weekend.

Tickets and day passes are
still available on the Sisters
Folk Festival website, www.
sistersfolkfestival.org.

SAVE HUNDREDS ON NEARLY NEW,
QUALITY PRE-

COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.LARRYSRV.COM

CONSIGNMENTS

WAN'I'ED'

OWNED RUS!

2006 ITASCA SUNOVA

35N: 35', gas, 2 slides, A/C,
generator, couch, chair, large
shower, oven, lots of storage.
VIN 408075............ $34,995

2007 HURRICANE 32R:
32", gas, 2 slides, A/C,
generator, couch, recliner,
microwave, oven, double
sink, 26K miles.

VIN A16775........... $39,995

2018 SONOMA 201RD:
25', A/C, U-shape dining w/
rear-view window, stainless
kitchen appliances.

VIN 081245......... $20,995

LA

ARTS SERVIC
SALES

Register Today For Larry's Popular

RV HANDS-ON
MAINTENANCE CLASS!

Saturday, September 28 ® 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

$50 per person...Class Size Limited!
At Larry’s RV, Redmond

ARRY’S R v 3000 S. Hwy 97, Redmond

2019 HIDEOUT
30BHKSWE: 33', A/C,
bunkhouse, 2 slides, outdoor
kitchen, island kitchen

inside w/ stainless appliances.
VIN 242918.......... $27,995

2016 TIMBER RIDGE
280RKS: 34', 2 slides,

A/C, U-shape kitchen &
dining, 4-seasons pkg.

VIN 009941.......... $28 995

2006 NORTHERN LITE
2000: 102", A/C, rear entry,
cooktop, oven, refrigerator,
new mattress, sleeps 4.

VIN 80506N ............. $14,995

Prices effective until 9/11/19
Call 541-923-4564

Sales: Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sun., ]lcmtoApm
Service: Mon.Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Parts: Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m. -6 p.m.




