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company to Ontario with tax
break promise, then doesn’t
deliver.”

In a statement that the
newspaper published online,
Smith said no “pre-appli-
cation” for a property tax
exemption had been approved
or signed.

“Over the last six months,
me and my staff have been
subjected to endless phone
calls, hostile emails at all
hours of the day and unwel-
come office visits,” Smith
asserted.

Zaitz said Caldwell sent
two emails to Smith dur-
ing business hours seek-
ing comment. Zaitz said he
felt it was his duty to email
Smith on Saturday to provide
every opportunity to com-
ment before the newspaper
went to press. Located in a
small Old West-style build-
ing, the weekly publishes
1,400 copies, with additional
paid online subscribers. The
county has 31,000 residents,
with almost 10 times as
many cattle, and is heavily
Republican.

County Counsel Stephanie
Williams asked the sheriff to
determine if emails and calls
to county economic develop-
ment officials constituted a
crime.

“We looked at harass-
ment, telephonic harassment

— really neither one comes
close in this situation,” Wolfe
said.
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and Redmond were not heav-
ily involved in presenting
events.

“Sisters was the only one
that did anything,” Buckmann
said. “It’s kind of what drew
people to town.”

And Buckmann was work-
ing almost constantly to keep
the events going. She enlisted
Bob’s help, and her kids went
around town with promo-
tional posters.

“It was kind of an edu-
cation, too, that they got,”
she said of Adam and Sara’s
endeavors.

Over time, other non-prof-
its and business entities began
to promote events, and the
Chamber stepped back from
being an event promotor and
into a more traditional role of
promoting the community as
a whole statewide.

“We have so many
options to give people when
they come here to visit,”
Buckmann said. “We can
focus more on bringing peo-
ple here.”

The Chamber still has
a couple of events that
Buckmann still loves. The
Harvest Faire is marking
its 40th year this October.
And the Chamber leads the
Christmas holiday festivi-
ties with its promotion of A
Cowboy Christmas and “the
Town of Tiny Lights” theme.

Christmas festivities cen-
ter around the annual parade
and the tree lighting now at
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“When | found out | had
a sponsor, it was a shock.
| couldn’t breathe or blink
for about three seconds.
You brought me warmth
and support when | was
in deep trouble.”
~Chandru from India

first tree lighting in 2000, at
the Chambers’ then-headquar-
ters where Circle of Friends
resides now.

“We had a fire ring and we
had a burn barrel,” she said.
“Bob Grooney was the master
of ceremonies and he flipped
the switch. I think we had like
30 people.”

These days, the tree light-
ing draws hundreds to the
park in what has become a
family tradition for several
generations of Sisters folks
and visitors alike.

Buckmann continues
to manage the Chamber’s
events, including membership
events, and also operates the
Visitor Center and manages
membership.

Buckmann said she never
would have anticipated spend-
ing 20 years at the Chamber
— but the time has flown
by quickly. The Chamber
has undergone leadership
changes, some of them pretty
bumpy, but Buckmann has
weathered them all. She says
that she works particularly
well with current Chamber
Director Judy Trego.

“It’s a great partnership,
Judy and 1,” she said. “It
really is.”

Buckmann cites as a high-
light of the work the oppor-
tunity to meet literally thou-
sands of people from all over
the world.

“It’s a life of memories,”
she said. “I mean, it’s awe-
some! I would never have
guessed I would become so
attached to it.”

While 20 years is certainly
a milestone, it doesn’t signify
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Jeri Buckmann has a long and storied history with the Sisters Area
Chamber of Commerce — what she calls “a life of memories.”

much in the way of a water-
shed moment in Buckmann’s
career. She’s planning to stick
around through the changes
she knows are coming with
increased growth in the
region.

“I’m curious as to what the
next few years will be as far
as the growth,” she said. “I
never thought of it back then
— what it would be like.

“I’'m going to keep with it
for a while.”
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with friends and family!

Tl Day Weekend come join us for

Folds of Honor & Patriot Golf Day

Hit the links to celebrate Patriot Golf Day —
the largest grassroots golf fundraiser benefitting Folds
of Honor, a nonprofit organization that provides
educational scholarships to children and spouses of
fallen and disabled veterans.

Non-golfers can also participate by donating to the mission at

support.foldsofhonor.org/goto/ AspenLakesGolfClub.

For more information, please contact
Howie Pruitt, PGA, at 541-549-4653.

&
AspBlakes

Come enjoy a round of golf

and then a great dinner at
Brand 33!



