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Sister	 duo	 Leah	 and	
Chloe	 Smith	 make	 up	
Rising	 Appalachia.	 Rising	
Appalachia	 and	 their	 five-
piece	band	will	be	featured	at	
the	2019	Sisters	Folk	Festival.	

As	 world	 travelers	 for	
over	two	decades,	their	sound	
blends	various	musical	styles	
from	around	the	world,	rooted	
in	 Americana.	 Leah	 Smith	
spoke	with	The Nugget on	the	
creation	of	the	band	and	origin	
of	their	sound.	

The	 two	 sisters	 did	 not	
mean	 to	create	a	band	when	
they	 started	 playing	 music	
together.	The	two	grew	up	in	a	
musical	household	with	music	
always	playing,	and	 it	being	
a	hobby	for	their	parents.	As	
a	 gift	 for	 their	 father	 they	
decided	 to	 do	 an	 art/music	
combined	project	document-
ing	 the	 musical	 influences	
they	had	in	their	life.

<We	made	the	tape	for	our	
father	 as	 a	 fun	 project	 and	
never	 thought	of	music	 as	 a	
career	choice,=	said	Smith.

The	 sisters	 then	 began	
to	 play	 the	 songs	 they	 had	
put	 together	 around	 their	
local	community	in	Georgia.	
Festival	organizers	saw	them	
perform	and	were	 intrigued.	
They	then	sold	all	of	the	CD	
tapes	they	had	made.

<We	 thought	 we	 would	
have	those	CD	tapes	until	we	
were	 90,	 but	 people	 bought	
them	 at	 these	 small	 shows	
and	so	after	hundreds	of	other	
small	crossroads,	we	became	a	

band,=	she	said.	
Their	 idea	 and	 band	 was	

not	by	design	and	they	wanted	
to	create	something	that	had	
musicality	 and	 lyrics	 that	
mattered	 at	 the	 core.	 Smith	
described	 their	 music	 as	
<world	folk	soul.=

<We	don9t	really	fit	into	a	
specific	 genre,	 and	 folk	 has	
such	a	specific	sound,	but	we	
branch	off	of	that	sound	with	
influences	 from	 around	 the	
world,=	she	said.

In	 their	 band,	 they	 have	
an	 Irish	 fiddle	 player,	 West	
African	 traditional	 hunt-
ers	 harp	 player,	 as	 well	 as	
bodhran	 and	 banjo	 players	
in	addition	 to	 the	 traditional	
bluegrass	guitar.

<Our	sound	 is	very	much	
based	in	the	roots	of	Southern	
music	 done	 in	 the	 broadest	
way,=	said	Smith.

The	 name	 for	 the	 band	
came	 about	 from	 branching	
out	of	the	traditional	Southern	
roots	sound.	The	name	came	
to	 Leah	 in	 a	 dream:	 Rising	
Appalachia,	 stemming	 from	
the	 fact	 that	 they	 are	 from	
an	area	near	the	Appalachias	
and	 influenced	 heavily	 by	
the	 traditional	 Appalachian	
mountain	sound.	But	they	are	
<rising=	out	of	that	traditional	
sound	and	putting	 their	own	
influences	and	spin	on	it.	

One	 of	 Smith9s	 favorite	
parts	about	playing	with	her	
sister	 is	 the	connection	 they	
have	on	 stage	not	only	with	
their	harmonies,	but	with	their	
overall	presence.

<It	is	really	great	that	if	one	
of	us	is	not	at	the	top	of	our	

game,	the	other	can	help	out	
and	take	over,=	she	said.

The	 two	 are	 also	 able	 to	
distribute	the	workload	easier	
being	family	and	able	to	ask	
one	another	for	help.

<It	 really	 helps	 with	 the	
burnout	when	 the	other	per-
son	can	take	over	some	of	the	
work	 or	 tougher	 aspects	 of	
being	touring	musicians,=	said	
Smith.	

Leah	 spent	 six	 years	 in	
Latin	America	and	her	sister	
spent	 many	 years	 abroad	 in	
Europe	and	across	the	world.	
They9ve	 spent	most	 of	 their	
lives	 traveling	 and	 on	 the	

road,	 leaving	 their	 family	
home	at	18.

<We	learned	at	a	young	age	
how	broad	the	United	States	
borders	 are	 and	 how	 many	
people	don9t	leave	or	are	sin-
gle	 language	 speakers,=	 she	
said.

The	impact	of	traveling	for	
so	many	 years	 and	 to	many	
different	 places	 had	 a	 huge	
influence	on	their	songwriting	
and	musical	style.

<In	 our	 music,	 we	 have	
this	melting	pot	of	influences	
in	a	really	natural	way,	show-
ing	a	real	extension	of	our	life	
experience	and	being	able	to	

be	immersed	in	these	cultures	
and	be	true	to	our	creativity,=	
she	said.	

Thei r 	 la tes t 	 record ,	
<Leylines,=	is	a	collection	with	
Southern	rock	influence	com-
bined	with	their	world	musical	
influences.	They	wanted	 the	
record	to	be	a	showcase	of	all	
those	of	elements,	using	their	
own	original	lyricism.

<As	folk	musicians	primar-
ily,	in	our	lyrics	a	lot	of	it	is	
about	 what	 is	 happening	 in	
the	world	which	 is	 true	 folk	
music,=	she	said.	

The	 band	 has	 played	
Oregon	 a	 number	 of	 times,	
including	at	Oregon	Country	
Fair	 and	 music	 festivals	 in	
Portland.	 This	 will	 be	 their	
first	time	in	Sisters.

<It	will	be	 fun	for	us	sis-
ters	 to	be	playing	 in	Sisters.	
And	we9ve	heard	great	things	
about	the	Sisters	Folk	Festival	
and	are	looking	forward	to	it,=	
said	Smith.	

Rising	 Appalachia	 will	
be	 playing	 the	 Sisters	 Folk	
Festival	 in	 Friday-evening	
and	 Saturday-evening	 per-
formances.	 For	 tickets	 and	
schedule	 information	 visit	 
www.sistersfolkfestival.org.	

Rising Appalachia rising to Cascades for Sisters Folk Festival
By Ceili Cornelius
Correspondent

Leah and Chloe Smith — Rising Appalachia — will bring their eclectic roots-
based music to Sisters in the Sisters Folk Festival, September 6-8.
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Call 541-588-6245, 
for a free quote!

257 S. Pine St., #101
www.farmersagent.com/jrybka

Let us show you 
how much you can 

save this year!

Auto • Home • Life • Business

★ No waiting by the phone! 

★ We advertise for you! 

★ We help you set a price!

★ No missed appointments!

★ We arrange financing!

★ We certify the RV as sound 
with a full systems check!

★ RV is shown at our lot, 
not at your home!

★ We have excellent 
Highway 97 exposure!

See our complete inventory 
online at www.larrysrv.com

Call 541-923-4564
3000 S. Hwy. 97 in Redmond

9 REASONS to Consign 

Your RV with Larry’s RV
i

Not Using Your RV? Want it Sold?

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED!

541-549-9280 | 207 W. Sisters Park Dr. | PonderosaForge.com |

“Your Local Welding Shop”
CCB# 87640

Made in Sisters, Oregon
We skillfully fabricate your ideas (and ours) 

in steel, aluminum, copper 
& other metals. 

We do repair work, too.
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Come in today for your

Free Lunch 
& Tour

Reserve your suite 
now to enjoy exclusive 
bene� ts and savings.

Luxury Senior Independent & 
Assisted 

Living

• Monthly Rent

• Gourmet Meals

• Engaging Activities

• Housekeeping

• Paid Utilities & Cable

• Mountain Views

• Personalized Care Plans

• Transportation to Events

• Beauty Salon/Barber Shop

• On-site � eater

• Lodge-like Setting

• Pet-Friendly

411 E. Carpenter Ln., Sisters  |  541-549-5634  |  www.TheLodgeInSisters.com
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DINING & TAKE-OUT 
until midnight every night
Menu at SistersSaloon.net 

541-549-RIBS 
190 E. Cascade Ave.


