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Show9s executive director, 
said, <I am super excited to 
offer an additional type of 
fiber art. I love the historical 
context, the simplicity and 
bright colors, and being able 
to share them with our quilt-
ing community.= 

Although she spent her 
life in poverty, Clementine 
Hunter never considered her-
self to be poor. She was born 
at the Hidden Hill Plantation, 
thought to be the inspiration 
for <Uncle Tom9s Cabin.= She 
worked in the fields there, 
and at first when her family 
moved to Melrose Plantation. 
In the 1920s, she began work-
ing in the plantation house at 
Melrose, cooking and doing 
laundry. 

Cammie Henry, the woman 
who owned Melrose, loved 
the arts, and she hosted artists 
and writers from all over the 
country. After one visit, New 
Orleans artist Alberta Kinsey 
left behind some brushes and 
tubes of paint. Hunter picked 
them up and, it9s said, created 
her first painting on an old 
window shade. 

Clementine Hunter had 
two husbands and seven chil-
dren. She never learned to 
read or write, but she did sign 
her work with her initials, 
CH, and sometimes the C is 
backwards. Each needlepoint 

includes the initials just as 
Hunter made them. 

During her lifetime, she 
was the first African American 
artist to have a show at the 
Delgado Museum, now called 
the New Orleans Museum 
of Art, but because of the 
laws in effect then, she could 
not attend. President Jimmy 
Carter invited her to the 
White House, but she declined 
because she didn9t like to 
travel outside of Louisiana. 
Northwestern State University 
of Louisiana made her an hon-
orary Doctor of Fine Arts in 
1986, and Louisiana Governor 
Edwin Edwards designated 
her as an honorary colonel. 

Clementine Hunter lived to 
be 101, and she painted nearly 
every day until she became too 
sick. It9s impossible to know 
exactly how many paintings 
she did, but it9s somewhere 
between 5,000 and 10,000. 
She died on January 1, 1988, 
and is buried at St. Augustine 
Catholic Church Cemetery in 
Natchitoches. 

NEEDLEPOINTS: Folk 

artist is considered 

national treasure

Continued from page 3

Clementine Hunter.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SALEM (AP)  4 A 
law passed by the Oregon 
Legislature gives farmers and 
ranchers immunity from lia-
bility while fighting danger-
ous wildfires, such as the one 
that chewed through acres 
of wheat fields and grass-
lands last year, a newspaper 
reported Friday. 

The law is similar to one 
that prevents bystanders from 
being sued if they try to help 
during an emergency, The 
Capitol Press reported.

Gov. Kate Brown signed 
the bill June 18 at a cere-
mony with the Oregon Wheat 
Growers League. 

Wheat farmers were the 
first to respond to the rap-
idly spreading fire and used 
their disc plows and water 
trucks to slow it down before 
any firefighters arrived. The 
blaze destroyed 122 square 
miles of dry wheat fields and 
grasslands, and was devas-
tating for wheat farmers in 
wind-whipped north-central 
Oregon.

Its sponsor, Sen. Bill 

Hansell, a Republican from 
Athena, Oregon, said the 
farmers who used their plows 
to create dirt firebreaks 
around homes and small 
communities were critical in 
slowing the flames.

The fire might have devas-
tated the nearby small cities of 
Moro and Grass Valley, simi-
lar to Paradise, California, if 
not for them, he said.

<Farmers have been doing 
this ever since we began rais-
ing wheat,= said Hansell, 
whose family runs a wheat 
farm in Umatilla County.

One farmer, 64-year-old 
John Ruby, died trying to 
protect his neighbor9s home 
from the fire. That raised con-
cerns about potential liability 
for farmers and residents in a 
similar situation.

The new law, which takes 
effect Jan. 1, 2020, says that 
a person who voluntarily 
joins the effort will not be 
held civilly liable for injury 
resulting from the <good faith 
performance= of firefighting 
activities. 

New law: Farmers, ranchers 
have immunity in fire fights
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