
Wednesday, July 10, 2019 The Nugget Newspaper, Sisters, Oregon        25

This is Part 2 of a multi-
part series on Elder Abuse 
Awareness, intended to raise 
community awareness and to 
provide resources for indi-
viduals who are themselves 
vulnerable or are caregivers, 
family or friends of vulner-
able people. 

The Oregon Department 
of Human Services (DHS) 
has Adult Protective Service 
(APS) offices statewide to 
coordinate and conduct 
abuse investigations and 
provide services to reports 
of neglect and abuse of vul-
nerable adults, including: 
adults over the age of 65, 
adults with physical and/or 
developmental disabilities, 
adults with mental illness, 
and children receiving resi-
dential treatment services.

Abuse, as it applies to the 
elderly or disabled, means 
any of the following: physi-
cal abuse, neglect, verbal or 
emotional abuse, financial 
exploitation, sexual abuse, 
involuntary seclusion, and 
wrongful use of physical or 
chemical restrain of an adult. 

Investigators look for 
evidence of fraud, undue 
influence, bullying, and/or a 
secretive or confidential rela-
tionship as factors in elder 
abuse. Marion County9s 
Court Visitor Manual pro-
vides that these factors, in 
combination with one or 
more of the following sus-
pect circumstances, are to be 
included in a court visitor9s 
report when discovered: 

" Haste or secrecy in the 
preparation of documents or 
plan

"  S e c l u s i o n  o f  o r 
restricted access to the 
person

" An unexplained change 
in the person9s attitude 
toward those he had previ-
ously expressed affection for

" Lack of independent or 
objective advice

" Participation by the 
alleged perpetrator in the 
preparation of the document

" A discrepancy or lack of 
continuity from prior plan

" Unnatural or unjust gift 
or grant of authority

" The mental or physical 
condition of the person mak-
ing him/her susceptible to 
influence.

Verbal and emotional 
abuse are often underlying 
aspects of other types of 
abuse. For example, a victim 
of financial or physical abuse 
may be threatened or bullied 
not to report <or else= there 
will be consequences (i.e., 
more abuse, being <sent to a 
home,= never seeing a loved 
one again, or making some-
one <miserable for the rest of 

their lives=). 
Oregon law lists a num-

ber of occupations/indi-
viduals who are mandatory 
reporters for elder abuse, 
which includes various 
medical providers (physi-
cians, dentists, audiologists, 
optometrists, chiropractors, 
therapists, nursing staff, 
etc.), peace officers, clergy, 
firefighters and EMTs. 
However, it does not include 
bank employees. 

Oregon9s DHS works 
with the Oregon Bankers 
Association to provide a 
training kit for bank employ-
ees. The most recent 2018 
kit includes some of the fol-
lowing patterns for financial 
abuse: Women were twice as 
likely to fall victim of elder 
financial abuse as were men 
with most victims between 
ages 80 and 89, living alone, 
and requiring some level 
of help with either health 
care or home maintenance. 
Financial abuse often goes 
hand in hand with other types 
of abuse such as verbal/emo-
tional and neglect of care. 
Family members are the 
most common perpetrators 
of financial exploitation (59 
percent of the time in 2013 
Oregon cases). One in every 
six cases of substantiated 
financial abuse in Oregon 
is perpetrated by someone 
improperly using power of 
attorney or other form of 
fiduciary responsibility. 

Beyond a power of attor-
ney, vulnerable individuals 
can have a court-appointed 

conservator (for financial 
matters) or guardian (for all 
matters) to protect and assist 
them in managing them-
selves and their assets. It is 
highly recommended to seek 
legal advice in sorting out 
the most appropriate legal 
tools to use and when to use 
them. 

If you become aware of 
signs that a person over 65 
(or a person with disabilities 
of any age) is being abused, 
report it and let the authori-
ties investigate. Protect any 
evidence you may have and 
call the toll-free abuse hot-
line at 800-503-SAFE or by 
calling local law enforce-
ment in the county where the 
abuse occurred. If you report 
elder abuse in good faith, the 
law will protect you from 
being sued by the alleged 
abuser if you are mistaken. 

Dr.  Betsy  Leighty-
Johnson has a PhD in 
Human Services with a 
specialization in Social and 
Community Services. In 
September 2014, the author 
and her husband discov-
ered his (then) 96-year-old 
mother had been the victim 
of financial elder abuse. 
They were very involved 
in the collection of evi-
dence assisting in the felony 
prosecution of the victim9s 
daughter for the crime. Since 
that time, the author has 
become an elder abuse advo-
cate, currently assisting the 
Deschutes County District 
Attorney9s office with elder 
abuse cases. 
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READY!

GET ROAD TRIP

STOP BY FOR A 

We’ll check your:
•  Tires, including 

air pressure

•  Brake components
(Calipers, rotors/drums, 
pads/shoes, hose and 
hardware, master cylinder, 
fl uid & measurement of 
braking material using a 
brake gauge)

•  Wheel alignment 
& tire wear

•  Front-end 
components

•  Shocks and/or struts

•  Battery, including 
load test

FREE PRE-TRIP 
SAFETY CHECK

Good through August 31, 2019, at participating Les Schwab Tire Centers. Present coupon at time 

of service to receive services or discount specifi ed. O� er 

valid on passenger cars and light trucks only. Limit one 

per customer. Void where prohibited. Not valid with 

other o� ers. No copies of this coupon permitted.

SISTERS LES SCHWAB
600 W. HOOD AVE. • 541-549-1560
REDMOND
845 N.W. 6th

541-548-4011

PRINEVILLE
1250 E. 3rd

541-447-5686

MADRAS
1412 S.W. Hwy. 97

541-475-3834

La PINE
52596 N. Hwy. 97

541-536-3009

BEND-SOUTH
61085 S. Hwy. 97

541-385-4702

BEND-FRANKLIN
105 N.E. Franklin

541-382-3551

BEND-NORTH
63590 Hunnell Rd.

541-318-0281

PEACE OF MIND TIRE PROTECTION
•� If a Tire is Damaged Beyond 

Repair, We’ll Replace its Value.
•  We Guarantee Our Work for the 

Life of Your Tires.
• Free Pre-Trip Safety Checks

FREE LIFETIME TIRE & MILEAGE CARE
•�Flat Tire Repairs
•�Tire Rotations & Rebalancing
•�Tire Pressure Checks
•�Brake & Alignment Checks

VALUE THAT 
GETS BETTER 
BY THE MILE.

OUR PROMISE INCLUDES

$18199

Your size in stock. Call for size & price.

SUPERIOR BRAKING
QUIET RIDE

P235/75TR-15XL

vallid d did on onn 

per c

ooth

S

OUR NEWEST & BEST PICKUP 
& SUV ALL-TERRAIN TIRE!

OPEN RANGE A/T

Dr. Thomas R. Rheuben
General, Cosmetic, Implant 

and Family Dentistry
~ Your Dentist in Sisters Since 1993 ~

We are here to help you smile with confi dence!
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