Throughout the school year, math teach-
er Shawn Steele used problem-solving
prompts to help kids see how math works
in real-life situations. Usually, the prompts
came printed on sheets of paper. Then came
spring term, when Ms. Steele led students
— < on an impressive problem-solving mission:
to make a real quilt, from start to finish.

At Black Butte Schoolin Camp Sherman,
students in kindergarten through 7th grade
each made their own quilt block. Then older

kids sewed the blocks together, then sewed
_____ = 7 the strips.
I think the quilt we “There were a few problems that came
I made is pretty al”d,,'t up during the project.” said Ms. Steele. “We
has a lot of color. | had to change the size of the quilt from a 5
by 7 foot to a 6 by 6 foot, to fit a pattern the
kids wanted”

Rope demonstrates a
beautiful quilt block.
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Dessa and Anya work
with quilting tools.

Emily and Audrie work with
volunteer Nicki Pistacchio.
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JLocal kids learn math through quilting

By T. Lee Brown - Photos by J. Sharp

—Lily, 5th grade 4

Hanna sews on a machine loaned to
the school by a community member.
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and other blocks ended up being 11 inches,
due to a seam allowance problem," she said.
They had only eight weeks to make the
whole quilt. People from all over Sisters .
Country helped out. Ms. Steele really liked
the connection between the kids and the
community. |
“Many volunteers came to the school
with their sewing machines. Stitchin' Post
donated the fabric and employees there ! out groat
Qﬁépfaci{dr,ne with questions as they came up, L _Ma 3rdgrage |
Ms. Steele thanked the many
volunteers and professionals who
helped students make the quilt.
They included Karen Sheldahl,
Annette Caldwell, Valori Wells,
Kim Addison, Anya Race, Kirstin
Anglea, Jennie Sharp, Nicki Pis-
tacchio, Jennie Mitschke, Shirley
Miller, Kathy Bourdage, Rachel &
Gonzalez, and Holly Foster.

Maddie shows her
colorful sewing work. #
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Jennie Mitschke keeps an expert
eye on Daniel's progress.
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