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This past spring black 
holes made history when 
scientists published the first 
picture ever taken of a black 
hole in galaxy M87.

A black hole is a region 
of space-time exhibiting 
gravitational acceleration 
so strong that nothing can 
escape from it, not even 
particles or electromag-
netic radiation. A black hole 
squeezes matter into an 
infinitesimally small space 
and is black because not even 
light can escape it. We can9t 
see black holes, but space 
telescopes with special tools 
can help us find them, as was 
done with the Event Horizon 
Telescope Collaboration.

We can identify a black 
hole by observing how the 
stars around it act. Black 
holes can be any size. 
Scientists think that there are 
some as small as an atom, 
but as dense as a mountain. 
The largest black holes are 
called supermassive, with 
a mass of one million suns 
put together. Stellar black 
holes are created when a 
star collapses on itself in a 
supernova.

A supermassive black 
hole is at the center of our 
Milky Way Galaxy, which 
from our perspective is in the 
direction of the constellation 
Sagittarius. The recent image 
of the black hole in M87 was 
not of the black hole itself, 
but of the things around it 
being affected by the black 
hole, showing its silhouette 
against the surroundings. 
The galaxy M87 is one of 

the most massive galaxies 
we can observe. With a tele-
scope, you can find M87 in 
the constellation Virgo, cur-
rently visible in the evening 
sky.

Another constellation 
to explore during July is 
Corona Borealis. Corona 
Borealis means the <north-
ern crown= in Latin. This 
small constellation appears 
as a half-ring of stars and 
was first catalogued by the 
Greek astronomer Ptolemy 
in the 2nd century. Corona 
Borealis lies between the 
constellations Bootes and 
Hercules. 

With warm clear nights, 
July is a perfect time to 
observe the moon changing 
phases. Moon phases are cre-
ated by the shifting positions 
of the earth, sun and moon. 
The moon9s apparent shape 
changes depending on how 
much sunlight reaches it.

This month is an exciting 
time to see both lunar and 
solar eclipses from South 
America. It begins with a 
new moon on July 2, which 
will shadow the sun in a total 
solar eclipse visible from 
Chile and Argentina. The 
moon will wax from crescent 
to first quarter on July 9. It 
will wax through the gibbous 
phase, reaching full on July 
16 at 2:38 p.m., and if you 
are in South America, Africa, 
Europe, Asia, Australia, or 
Antarctica you can view a 
partial lunar eclipse. The 
moon will wane through the 
third quarter on July 23, and 
end the month with another 
new moon on July 31.

When you look  a t 
the night sky and see a 

stationary, bright object 
that doesn9t twinkle, you 
are most likely observing a 
planet, and July is a fantas-
tic month to see the planets. 
Mercury is visible in the 
western evening sky until 
July 11. Mars can also be 
viewed right after sunset in 
the southwest until July 18.

Jupiter is visible the 
whole month traveling 
from east to west across 
the southern night sky just 
above Antares, the brightest 
red star in Scorpius. Saturn 
chases Jupiter across the sky, 
shining just above the tea-
pot of Sagittarius and rising 

and setting about two hours 
after Jupiter. Pluto will also 
be chasing Sagittarius and 
can be seen with a tele-
scope. Uranus and Neptune 
can also be found with a 
telescope after midnight. If 
you are interested in using 
telescopes or simply learn-
ing more about the night 
sky and sharing excitement 
about the stars, join the Stars 
Over Sisters Community 
Star Party at Sisters Park & 
Recreation District in the 
Sisters High School west 
parking lot on July 27 at 
9 p.m. It is open to the public 
and free of charge. 

Stars over Sisters 
By Alexandra Miller
Correspondent

First image taken of a black hole (in galaxy M37) by Event Horizon 
Telescope Collaboration.
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Eric Adler, Sisters High 
School graduate in the class 
of 2010, is making waves 
with his self-designed water 
conservation sensor.

Adler saw the need for 
something to monitor water 
usage, and sees the need espe-
cially in the high deserts of 
Central Oregon.

<We are lucky to have a lot 
of water, but it won9t last for-
ever,= said Adler. 

Adler, originally from 
West Linn, moved to Sisters 
in 8th grade and had the 
unique experience that most 
Sisters kids do in their edu-
cation at Sisters schools, 
through the outdoor and arts 
programs specifically.

<IEE (Interdisciplinary 
Education Expedition) was 
hugely impactful for me in 
learning about conservation 
and the effect on our environ-
ment. As well as the wood-
shop classes with Cosby were 
hugely impactful,= he said.

Adler throughout high 
school was a self-made entre-
preneur, buying and taking 
apart and rebuilding motor-
cycles and bikes and reselling 
them.

<I knew I didn9t want to 
work for anybody, and I liked 
making money on my own,= 
he said.

Flash forward to a few 
years later after college, he 
has his own tech-startup busi-
ness, Flume. 

Adler attended Cal Poly, 
San Luis Obispo, and majored 
in mechanical engineering. At 
first, he didn9t really know 
what he wanted to do with the 
major.

SHS 
graduate 
invents 
water-
saving 
sensor
By Ceili Cornelius
Correspondent

See ADLER on page 37

Thank you,
 Sisters, 

for suppor
ting us!

541-549-4349
260 N. Pine, Sisters

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB#87587Have a safe & happy 4th of July

Drop by and see Shelly, our in-house blind and 

shade expert. Work with someone who truly cares 

and will be there through the entire process. 

Visit our Sisters showroom at 

141 E. Cascade Ave. #202

541-588-6201
or visit our website BestVueBlinds.comA division of Lakeview Millworks 

HOW WINDOW BLINDS INCREASE 

Energy Efficiency
INSULATION  In winter months, 
your heat escapes to the outdoors 
through your windows while in 
the summertime, the outside heat 
fl ows into your home through 
these same windows. 

SOLAR HEAT CONTROL  The 
warmth provided by the sun may 
be desirable during the winter 
to help heat your home, but in 
the summer, it can make a room 
overly hot and uncomfortable. 

DAYLIGHTING  Daylighting is the 
practice of lighting rooms with 
natural light rather than artifi cial 
light. By drawing natural light into 
a room you reduce the need for 
other types of lighting, thereby 
reducing your energy use.

It is amazing how much energy can be saved with window 
treatments. They provide insulation, save on heating and 
cooling costs, and create a more comfortable atmosphere.

Sisters Car Connection
541-815-7397 102 W. Barclay Dr., Sisters 

Bring us your trade-ins 
and low-mileage 
consignments!

Best Price! No Hassles! CARFAX Certifi ed!rade-ins Best Price! No Hassles! CARFAX Certified!No Hassles! CARFAX Certified!

$3,900

2001 Cadillac 
DeVille
Northstar V-8, 

90k, new tires 

and ready for a 

road trip.


