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BUILDERS: Program
teaches variety of
skills

Continued from page 3

students through the guitar
class more than anything.” He
often mentions to his students
that while building a guitar is
a “pile of problems,” it is ben-
eficial for them to solve prob-
lems relating to something
they’re extremely passionate
about and receive something
tangible as a result, like a gui-
tar or ukulele.

The creative director
of Sisters Folk Festival,
Brad Tisdel, has similar
sentiments. ..

“The opportunity to be
challenged for the whole
school year to complete an
instrument is a great achieve-
ment,” said Tisdel.

He believes that Cosby
creates a great learning envi-
ronment for students to do
so. While Tisdel himself has
not yet built an instrument
with Cosby, he actively par-
ticipates in the Americana
Luthier Program and taught
the guitar students to play
Bob Marley’s “Don’t Worry
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Students and instructors gathered last week to celebrate another year of guitar and ukulele building.

life skills from both classes,
particularly that it takes “a
lot of planning to succeed.”
Chapman says her favorite
part of building her guitar
was being able to make it
her own with a daisy drawn
by her friend True Durden,
among other details.

Abi Manley, another stu-
dent in the guitar class, felt
she wasn’t very artistic prior
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to taking the class, as she was
what she called “more of a
math person,” but she really
wanted to make something
in high school that she could
hold on to. Building her gui-
tar helped Manley to be more
creative and showed her why
it’s important to be meticu-
lous in the things she does.
The ukulele portion of the
evening, which featured a

slideshow and musical per-
formance, was dedicated to
Bill MacDonald, an instructor
in the ukulele-building class.
Marcy Edwards, another
instructor of the class, told
the audience, “MacDonald
started teaching students how
to build ukuleles after a mid-
dle school student asked why
there was no ukulele-building
class at the high school.”

Edwards told the audience
of parents and peers that eve-
ning that in total the instruc-
tors have helped to make
approximately 150 ukuleles
since the beginning of the
class.

David Perkins, who is also
an instructor in the class, led
the students in a performance
of “This Land is Your Land.”

While having an opportu-
nity to build a guitar or uku-
lele is an experience unique
to Sisters High School and
a few other high schools in
the nation, educators and stu-
dents agree it is an extremely
valuable one. Students will
endure numerous trials and
tribulations while build-
ing their instruments, be it a
misinstalled fingerboard or a
piece that snaps off at a cru-
cial time in the building pro-
cess, but in the words of Brad
Tisdel Monday evening, “It’s
not a matter of the mistakes
you make, but how you fix
them.”
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About a Thing” for their
Luthier Showcase July 17.
Leah Chapman, a student
who built a ukulele her junior
year and a guitar her senior
year, says she learned a lot of
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ENJOY A LATTE FROM YOUR PORCH
3BD | 2BA | 2,241 SF | $582,000

Beautiful home has open floor plan with vaulted ceiling. The
great room has propane fireplace, Dining Area has built-in
cabinets. Gourmet kitchen has quartz countertops, farm sink,
breakfast barand SS appliances. Master suite is on the main floor
and has an office off the bedroom. Upstairs is a bonus room.
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BEAUTIFUL FAMILY HOME
4BD|2.5BA|2,221 SF|$519,900

Beautiful home in the desirable neighborhood of Saddle Stone.
Built in cubbies for all the kids, laundry chute, eat in kitchen, over
sized garage, and large landing upstairs. Walking distance to town
shops, elementary school, and Whychus Creek. Mountain views.
Borders common area and a park.
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UNBEATABLE MOUNTAIN VIEW HOMESITE
2.17 AC | $449,999

Expansive panoramic views at homesite from Mt. Bachelor to
Mt. Jefferson on 2.17 acre parcel overlooking agricultural fields.
Centrally located between Bend, Sisters and Redmond. Build
your custom home with Pacwest Homes, LLC for your peaceful
place in Central Oregon.
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