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City snapshot

By Sue Stafford

Correspondent

* At a special City Council
meeting on Wednesday, May
29, at 5:30 p.m., Council will
vote on Ordinance 496, which
would approve planning
files regarding the develop-
ment of 200 dwelling units at
McKenzie Meadows Village
by Hayden Homes. Included
in that approval could be
the connection of Hill and
Williamson streets between
MMV and the Village at Cold
Springs.

Residents in the Village
at Cold Springs have waged
a long and costly fight to
stop the connection of the
streets, requesting that gates
be installed to keep gen-
eral vehicular traffic out,
but allowing for access by
emergency response and
public works vehicles. The
Homeowners Association of
the Village at Cold Springs
is financially responsible for
all maintenance and repairs to
their private streets.

e City Council voted
unanimously at their May
22 meeting to adopt the
2019-2020 City budget, in
the amount of $16,328,410,
appropriating funds, approv-
ing a tax levy of $2.6417 per
$1,000 of assessed value for
the permanent rate tax levy,
and directing staff to file the
budget with the county clerk.
The total appropriations in all
funds that are authorized to be
spent total $7,899,867 and the
total unappropriated reserve
amounts for all funds total
$8.,428,543. Bottom line —
the City is in a good financial
position going into the new
budget year 2019-20.

e The City of Sisters is
seeking to award grants to
non-profit community groups
and other entities that meet
the grant criteria for the 2019-
20 fiscal year. The City will
award up to a total of $20,000
in grants for Sisters com-
munity projects. Interested
organizations should submit
a Community Grant applica-
tion, which is available on the
City website — www.ci.sisters.
or.us or at City Hall, and a
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letter of interest by Friday,
July 19, 2019, attention Kerry
Prosser, City Recorder. For
information contact Kerry
Prosser at 541-323-5213 or
kprosser@ci.sisters.or.us.

* Council has approved
two applications for tem-
porary street closures. On
Saturday, June 8, Cascade
Avenue between Pine and
Larch streets will be closed
for the rodeo parade in the
morning. The Mexican
Independence Day fiesta on
September 15 at Fir Street
Park calls for closure of Main
Avenue between N. Fir and N.
Spruce streets between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m.

e For the 2019-20 school
year, all schools will be start-
ing a half-hour later than this
year’s schedule, including
Wednesdays. Additionally,
the school days will be short-
ened by 15 minutes.

e The City has entered into
a one-year Recycle Center
Agreement with Allied Waste
Transfer Services of Oregon
LLC (dba Republic Services
of Oregon). The City will
maintain the recycle cen-
ter facility and provide the
video surveillance equip-
ment. Republic is responsible
for hauling away the recycled
materials and monitoring
the surveillance video. The
County will no longer be a
signatory to the agreement,
although they will increase
their monetary contribution
to the cost of the center from
$25,000 to $40,000 a year to
be paid directly to Republic.
During the next year, ongoing
negotiations will address the
entire recycle center subject.

e Public Works Director
Paul Bertagna reported that
weeding is almost complete
in the 230 bulb-outs through-
out town. The landscaping of
the Highway 20 roundabout is
near completion and mulch-
ing will be done in time for
the June 10 ribbon-cutting
ceremony.

e Bertagna recently met
with representatives of ODOT
regarding the proposed mini-
roundabout at Highway 20
and Locust Street. ODOT
will have their study of

mini-roundabouts completed
by June 30. They are con-
ducting research for the pos-
sibility of mini-roundabouts
throughout the state, not just
in Sisters. The study requires
input from the freight industry
and they could conduct trials
like they did for the Highway
20 roundabout.

e The traffic counters cur-
rently visible around town are
collecting traffic numbers for
ODOT records and to provide
data for gas tax allocations.

* Council President Nancy
Connolly and City Manager
Cory Misley participated in
a Ford Family Foundation-
sponsored Visioning
Adventure in southern and
western Oregon last week.
They visited the Illinois
Valley, Roseburg, Grants Pass,
Coburg, and Independence in
order to gather ideas for man-
aging the implementation of
the Sisters Horizons Vision
Project. They also gleaned
information on possible
future funding sources for the
implementation. A number of
the communities visited have
vibrant downtowns with suc-
cessful urban renewal agen-
cies and long-term success
with their visioning projects.

* Misley reported that the
U.S. Forest Service is cur-
rently working on submitting
land-use applications for their
Sisters property currently for
sale. Misley said that the City
and ODOT sent a joint letter
to the USFS regarding the
east portal property between
highways 20 and 242. About
half of the portal is part of
the existing highway sys-
tem because of its location
between two state highways.
John Allen, of the Deschutes
National Forest, and his staff
met with Misley and ODOT
and indicated the FS is will-
ing to work with the City and
ODOT regarding those 16
acres.

e In accordance with the
terms of his employment
contract, City Manager Cory
Misley received his six-month
performance review by the
City Council and was granted
a $3,000 a year increase in his
salary.
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Volunteers at the Sisters Kiwanis Club Antique, Jewelry, and Collectibles
Sale on Saturday had a great time assisting treasure hunters.

Sisters salutes...

e Sisters Kiwanis Club
would like to salute every-
one who participated in the
May 25 Antique, Jewelry,
and Collectibles Sale.

Thanks to our community
volunteers, the Sisters-Camp
Sherman Fire Dept., and all
who donated and purchased
items for the sale.

Proceeds go to support
local youth organizations,
scholarships for students,
awards to career-changing
adults, and much more.

Thank you!

* The Rotary Club of
Sisters extends a big thank-
you to several folks who
made the 10th annual Books
for Kids project a big suc-
cess — Teri Cairns and
the U.S. Forest Service;
Sisters School District;
Paige Bentley-Flannery
and the Sisters Branch
of the Deschutes Public

Library; Tyler Cranor and
students from Sisters High
School; Peggy Tehan and
the Sisters Ukulele Group;
Paulina Springs Books;
the City of Sisters; and
The Rotary Foundation for
providing funds for this
event.

Every year this project
puts an emphasis on literacy
and gives each first-grader at
Sisters Elementary School,
Sisters Christian Academy,
Black Butte School, Tumalo
Elementary School, and
Sisters-area home-schooled
first-graders a backpack
with a hardback book of the
student’s choice, a T-shirt,
as well as other materials
emphasizing literacy and the
joy of reading. The people,
businesses and organizations
of this great town that we
live in make it all possible.
Thank you.
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