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The Dead Programmers 
Society, a team of four teenag-
ers from Sisters, won <Best in 
Show= for the middle school 
division at the Oregon Game 
Project Challenge (OGPC) 
competition held at Western 
Oregon University on May 11. 

OGPC is an annual state-
wide competition of middle 
school and high school stu-
dents that compete for original 
video game development. The 
competition season runs from 
November through May. This 
year 78 teams competed, the 
largest field in the competi-
tion9s history.

The Dead Program-
mers Society include Bodie 
D a c h t l e r  ( 8 t h - g r a d e r , 
Redmond Proficiency Acad-
emy), Grey Louvar (8th-
grader, Redmond Proficiency 
Academy), Taine Martin 
(8th-grader, Sisters Middle 
School), Matthew Riehle (8th-
grader, Sisters Middle School), 
and Jon Louvar (coach). 

Each team had a half-hour 
to present its game before a 
panel of industry profession-
als who judge the game on 
programming, art and assets, 
management systems, theme 
and story, and game design. 
Dead Programmers Society 
scored the highest marks in 
those respective areas to win 
<Best in Show.=

Game creation through 
OGPC encompasses the 
entire STEAM educational 
focus (Science, Technology, 
Eng inee r ing ,  Ar t  and 
Mathematics) in one unified 
program. 

D e a d  P r o g r a m m e r s 
Society used professional 
software systems, such as 
Unity, Blender, and Miro. 

They employed the Agile 
Development method to man-
age the project week to week. 

<This year we had good 
synergy as a team that allowed 
us to flourish and design our 
final product,= Grey said. 

They tracked the minu-
tiae and held each other 
accountable.

<Working in a smaller team, 
you feel the weight of respon-
sibility,= Bodie said. <Our feet 
were held to the fire to com-
plete two tasks a week outside 
our weekly team meeting.= 

Bodie created the art, 
assets, and soundtrack, which 
included narration to access 
those living with disabili-
ties. Grey programmed in C# 
and debugged as they built 
the game. Taine wrote the 
story in Miro, which required 
storyboarding, imagining, 

writing, and managing the 
numerous facets of the play-
er9s choices in the game. 
Matthew took Bodie9s art 
and animated it. Together 
the elements dovetailed for 
their original game creation, 
<Atonement.= 

<Atonement= is an adven-
ture that takes place on an 
island where the player is iso-
lated. The player comes from 
a dystopian society where the 
player has committed crimes 
and must earn a reputation and 
return to society. 

Dead Programmers Society 
has been invited to present 
its game and appear at Indie 
Game Con in Eugene.

Team earns highest computer award

The Dead Programmers Society earned top honors in a statewide video 
game design competition.
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where parents can dig in 
the dirt alongside their kids. 
She said that her company, 
3 Sisters Garden Company, 
plans to donate raised beds to 
SPRD. Her gardening fami-
lies and SPRD9s Adventure 
Campers will be able to plant 
and grow in them.

At the Starshine Theater 
booth, kids tried on costumes, 
transforming into unicorns 
and fish. Theater instructor 
Jennie Sharp, wearing rain-
bows and a tiara, greeted visi-
tors and shared information. 
Through SPRD, Starshine 
will premier new camps this 
summer for three different 
age groups, from preschoolers 
through high schoolers.

Teachers from SPRD9s 
popular preschool and after-
school programs were on 
hand to answer questions. The 
new catalog announced two 
separate Adventure Camps: 

one for <littles= in kindergar-
ten or younger, and one for 
students entering grades 1 
through 5. 

Visitors could also meet 
with a hiking club leader, 
Rotary club members, a fam-
ily dog-walking instructor, 
and others who share their 
expertise with the Sisters 
community by partnering 
with SPRD.

<As the events coordina-
tor, this is my very first event 
for the season,= said Shannon 
Rackowski of the Summer 
Kickoff party.

She described the day as 
<...wonderful. About half of 
our camps are already signed 
up, and we9ve had about 70 
people come in during the last 
hour and a half.=

Due to rainy weather, 
SPRD was not able to present 
planned demonstrations of 
their outdoor park specialties: 
disc golf, pump bike track, 
and skate park.

<Other than that,= said 
Rackowski, <everything 
inside was great, and it 
seemed everybody liked all 
the snacks!=

SPRD: Programs 

for summer are 

getting underway
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Theater instructor Jennie Sharp greeted young visitors who tried on 
costumes at the Starshine Theater booth.
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SNO CAP MINI STORAGE

Sisters Industrial Park
157 Sisters Park Dr. • 541-549-3575

www.SistersStorage.com

•  State-of-the-art 
Security Technology

• Sizes from 5x5 to 12x40

• Individual Gate Codes

• Long-term Discounts

• On-site Manager

View SPRD activities & classes, and register 
online at www.SistersRecreation.com

1750 W. Mckinney Butte Rd.  |  541-549-2091

• Mobile-friendly website at 
www.sistersrecreation.com

ndly website at

CHECK 
OUT OUR

NEW:
• Program Guide 

for Complete 
Details on 
Summer

Activities


