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QUILT HISTORY:

Registration preserves
quilt heritage

Continued from page 3

project co-chair.

The quilts brought in held
wonderful stories and memo-
ries. Lynn Cole, of Sisters,
brought a cotton muslin quilt
top made by her grandmother
Nellie Ferris, a teacher,
who came to Oregon from
Michigan with her carpenter
husband. The quilt is a four-
patch random pattern made
using fabrics from family gar-
ments from the 1800s to the
1930s. The project volunteers
identified the black broadcloth
in the quilt as probably from
Nellie’s mother’s mourning
clothes after her husband died.
A red and white small pat-
terned fabric they believed to
be the cloth from a feed sack.

Cole plans to finish the
quilt with batting, backing,
and quilting to be given first
to her elder daughter, Kim,
who lives in Portland. Kim’s
guest room Murphy bed will
be adorned with the quilt so
it will be on display but not
receive hard wear and will be
out of direct sunlight to avoid
fading.

When her younger daugh-
ter, Kelly, who lives in Bend,
is older and her young chil-
dren are more grown, she
will receive the quilt and the
family tradition will continue.
The record of the quilt will be
preserved on the Quilt Index
at the University of Michigan.
Each data entry takes about an
hour to enter the quilt infor-
mation and another hour for
the photographs.

Karen Shadley of the East
of the Cascades Quilters reg-
istered a stunning quilt called
Home Garden created from an
old Better Homes and Garden
pattern for her husband’s
grandmother. It had never
been completed when it was
discovered in Yuma, Arizona
by one of her husband’s half-
sisters. The quilt top was dirty
and stained and at some point
someone had added some
strips of pink polyester to
it. Knowing Shadley was a
serious quilter, the quilt was
sent to her and the restoration
began Christmas Eve.

For over three months,
Shadley worked every single
day on the quilt, sometimes
for as many as eight hours,
other times one or two. On
March 30 the restoration was
complete on Grandma Aggie’s
quilt. Shadley had washed it,
carefully removed stains,
removed the polyester, added
batting and backing, and
quilted it using echo stitch-
ing around the flowers in each
square, which is embroidered
with the name of the quilter
who created it.

If the 2015 photo of the
original quilt top had not
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Karen Shadley of the East of the
Cascades Quilters restored this
quilt top and then completed the
construction and quilting process.

accompanied the finished
quilt, it would be hard to
believe it was the same col-
lection of fabrics.

Zeta Seiple, of Sisters, reg-
istered her mother-in-law’s
quilt, which was completed in
November 1989, two months
before her unexpected death.
The fabrics in the squares
included alternate blocks of
solid colors coordinating with
small floral prints, all set on a
cream background. Many of
the florals were from match-
ing mother-daughter dresses
worn by Seiple’s husband
Richard’s sister and mother.

The entire quilt is all
hand-stitched. It was given
to Richard and Zeta because
his mother thought the quilt-
ing around the outside border
looked like Ss for Seiple. It
hangs in their bedroom.

The Three Sisters
Historical Society registered
two antique quilts made by
the women of the Plainview
Grange in the early 1900s.
The names on the squares are
a wonderful record of many of
the original families in Sisters.
It was Seiple’s interest in reg-
istering those two quilts that
provided the motivation to
bring the Oregon Quilt Project
back to Sisters where it started
10 years ago.

Quilt historian Mary
Bylaw Cross of Portland, and
one of the original members
of the project, shared, “Quilts
are historic documents that
often reveal the stories of
women whose voices may
otherwise go unrecorded. The
information we collect about
the maker and why the quilt
was made provides insight
into culture and communi-
ties throughout Oregon, from
the mid-1840s to the present.
Quilts are visual records of
the human experience.”

This event in Sisters was
sponsored by the Sisters
Outdoor Quilt Show, East of
the Cascades Quilters, Three
Sisters Historical Society, and
The Stitchin’ Post.

For information about
the Oregon Quilt Project,
visit their website at www.
oregonquiltproject.org.

The Nugget Newspaper Crossword

By Jacqueline E. Mathews, Tribune News Service

ACROSS
1 Dirty person’s
need
5%  well that
ends well”
9 Upin__;irate
13 Coffee
sweetener
15In__ of;asa
substitute for
16 Ivory or Dial
17 Sudden
increase
18 Make laws
20 Touch lightly
21 “Murder, __
Wrote”
23 __ up; joined
forces
24 Prose writing
26 Cheap container
27 Boone or Day-
Lewis
29 Stockholm’s sea
32 Church table
33 Pile up
35 Short sleep
37 Slender
38 Means of travel
39 Office note
40 Egg producer
41 Storm & Gordon
42 Rescued
43 Almost
45 Dangers
46 Sinatra’s third
wife
47 Leigh or
Jackson
48 Sudden
51 “Cat __
Roof”
52 Next month:
abbr.
55 Undergarment
58 Put aside for
now
60 Freeway
division
61 Out of town
62 Actress Pompeo
63 Bacon
accompaniment
64 “Why don’t we!”
65 Chair or bench
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DOWN
1 Finest
2 Greenish-blue
3 Paint thinner
4 Witchy woman
5 Narrow street
6 Commit perjury
7 Calf’s place
8 Valise
9 Tilted
10 Wander
11 Spouse
12 Ran fast
14 Inferior;
secondary
19 Marine
mammals
22 Holbrook or
Linden
25 Thailand, once
27 Punctuation
mark
28 Steve or Tim
29 Prohibits
30 Sure to happen
31 Desert transport
33 Friendly nation
34 Ms. West
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36 Pea casings

38 Grand; luxurious
39 Female animal
41 Clasps

42 Group of 100

44 Entertains

45 “Peter __”

49 Boast
50 Chimed

54 Monthly
expense

57 Traitor

47 Baby kangaroos 59 Capone &

48 Up to the task

Pacino
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53 Tearful request

56 Lamb’s mother
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