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Commentary...

What every girl wants

By David Purviance
Executive Director World's Children

After spending almost a
month in India I now know
something I never knew
before: I know what every
Indian girl wants.

Along with World’s
Children Operations
Director Andy Gillihan, I
visited 23 orphanages in
26 days — all of them chil-
dren’s homes supported by
World’s Children sponsors.
The purpose of our visit was
to examine projects done
at each home over the past
five years and determine
how effective the projects
were in improving the lives
of the children. Our charity
had paid for borewells, water
filters, beds and mattresses,
mosquito nets, new toilets,
kitchens and dormitories,
cows and chickens for bet-
ter nutrition, and many other
projects. Also, important
information was exchanged
with the administrators of
each home as we sat and dis-
cussed their needs and our
requirements for continued
funding.

But the best part of every
visit was the time spent with
the children. Thanks to a gen-
erous donation from Sisters
resident Victoria Boucher, we
were able to take a large suit-
case filled with toys for the
kids: jump ropes, jacks, spin-
ners, and other playthings.
Who knew this 73-year-old
man could still squat on the
floor and play jacks, or cut a
few Bollywood dance moves
with the girls? This may sur-
prise you, but an orphanage
can be a really happy place. It
all depends on the love given

with the kids. Most of the
orphanages were for girls,
because in India sons are
preferred over daughters,
and as a result many girls are
not wanted by their families
and are abandoned to grow
up in an orphanage. Every
time | talked with the girls
I asked them what kind of a
man they wanted to marry
someday. I would give four
choices and ask them to tell
me which type of man they
hoped to marry.

Option one was a very
rich man, able to buy you
anything you want: fancy
sarees, a nice car, a beautiful
home. I knew this had to be
tempting to the girls because
they all came from abject
poverty.

The second option was to
marry a very handsome man.
Someone so handsome that
all the women in your village
will whisper how lucky you
are. Would you want to marry
someone who looks like
Mahesh Babu (a Bollywood
movie heartthrob)? The men-
tion of his name drew giggles
and blushes from all the girls.
Also a tempting choice.

Or maybe you would like
to marry a very strong man,
who could protect you from
any danger. Even a tiger
could not harm you when
your muscular husband was
with you.

And finally I would ask if
they wanted to marry a kind
man. Someone who never
beats you and tells you he
loves you and tenderly cares
for your children.

Then I would ask for
a show of hands for each
choice. I might get one or
two hands for a rich or hand-

a husband. They had each
seen their own father come
home drunk night after night
after spending on liquor
what little their mother had
earned working all day in the
fields for two dollars. They
watched helplessly as their
father beat their mother over
some trifling thing. They
knew that was not the type of
husband they wanted.

And that is how I learned
what every girl wants in
India. Will they get what they
want? Well, the Catholic sis-
ters work very hard to find
a kind, responsible man for
each girl when she reaches a
marriageable age. So maybe
they will. They deserve to
have that.
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Sisters Saloon Poker Night 7 p.m. Every Wednesday! $20.
For information call 541-549-7427 or go to sisterssaloon.net.

Cork Cellars Tasty Thursday Hosted Wine Tasting
5to 7 p.m. For additional information call 541-549-26/5 or
go online to corkcellarswinebistro.com.

Sisters Saloon Karaoke Night 9 p.m. to midnight. Every
Thursday, no cover! For additional information call
H41-549-7427 or go to sisterssaloon.net.

Hardtails Bar & Grill Karaoke Night with Rockin Robin
9 p.m. Every Friday, no cover! For additional information call
541-549-6114 or go to hardtailsoregon.com.

Chops Bistro Live Music with Mark Barringer &

Bob Baker 6 to & p.m. Fiddle and guitar music. For
additional information call 541-549-6015.

Cork Cellars Live Music with Derek Michael Mark 6:30
t0 8:30 p.m. No cover! For information call 541-549-2675 or
go online to corkcellarswinebistro.com.

Hardtails Bar & Grill Karaoke Night with Rockin Robin
9p.m. Every Saturday, no cover! For additional information
call 541-549-6114 or go to hardtailsoregon.com.

The Belfry Americana Project Celebration of Song
7 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Free concert, with suggested
donation at the door. For information call 541-549-49/9.

The Suttle Lodge & Boathouse Artist in Residence
with lllustrator Deborah Stoll 4 to 6 p.m. Free and all are
welcome. For additional information call 541-638-7001.

Hardtails Bar & Grill Open Mic & Jam Night 7 p.m.
Every Monday, no cover! For information call 541-549-6114

or go to hardtailsoregon.com.

Sisters Saloon Trivia Night 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Sign-up is
at 6:15p.m. Free, every Tuesday! For additional information
call 541-549-7427 or go to sisterssaloon.net.

Sisters Saloon Poker Night 7 p.m. Every Wednesday! $20.
For information call 541-549-7427 or go to sisterssaloon.net.

The Suttle Lodge & Boathouse Live Music with Ryan
Sollee & Autopilot is for Lovers 7 p.m., doors open at

5 p.m. Tickets $5 and open to everyone. For additional
information call 541-633-7001 or go to thesuttlelodge.com.
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The Belfry Live Music Bluegrass Showcase 7 p.m. Rob
Ickes & Trey Hensley and Frank Solivan & Dirty Kitchen. For
information call 541-815-9122 or go to BelfryEvents.com.

Cork Cellars Tasty Thursday Hosted Wine Tasting
5to 7 p.m. For additional information call 541-549-26/5 or
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Cork Cellars Live Music with Dry Canyon Trio 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. No cover! For information call 541-549-2675 or go JS
online to corkcellarswinebistro.com.
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