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<(Managing Director) Ann 
Richardson has served Sisters 
Folk Festival for over nine 
years in a variety of capaci-
ties, including as the manag-
ing director for the last five 
years. Her contributions to the 
organization are too numer-
ous to count. The processes, 
systems, tools, leadership and 
fiscal discipline that Ann insti-
tuted have been the foundation 
for the organization9s growth 
and success during her time 
and have positioned Sisters 
Folk Festival well to realize 
the anticipate growth of the 
organization.=

<Ann was shocked and 
saddened when we informed 
her of this strategic decision,= 
shared Sue Boettner, SFF9s 
Board Chair, <but she is prov-
ing to be the consummate pro-
fessional. Her priorities have 
been to ensure the organiza-
tion9s and the staff9s continued 
success and to make the transi-
tion as smooth as possible. We 
are grateful for all that she has 

done and all that she continues 
to do to help SFF serve the 
community.=

A national search for 
the new executive director 
will begin on January 25. 
Former board member Debbie 
Newport will lead this search 
to locate an experienced 
nonprofit arts administrator. 
Newport will act as interim 
ED.

<Her experience and 
familiarity with Sisters Folk 
Festival make her ideally 
suited for supporting the cur-
rent staff through this tran-
sition while leading the ED 
search and hiring process, the 
board stated.

The managing director 
position concludes March 1.

The SFF board believes 
that moving to an executive 
director model will help the 
organization navigate a chang-
ing landscape in the world of 
music, music education and 
event production.

The board9s statement con-
cluded, <We can9t thank Ann 
Richardson enough for all she 
has done for the organiza-
tion, and all she continues to 
do. We will miss her and we 
wish her the best in her future 
endeavors.=
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the Sparrow Club, children 
learn life lessons in compas-
sion and selflessness through 
the relationships built with a 
Sparrow family. 

Longtime friends, Todd 
and Diane Weitzman wanted 
to support Kaenon in a way 
that would include the whole 
community. They helped con-
nect Kaenon9s family with 
the Sparrow Club. Kaenon is 
now the Sparrow for Sisters 
Middle and High School stu-
dents. The students do com-
munity service like shoveling 
snow and helping older com-
munity members with moving. 
Students earn Sparrow Cash 
by completing a minimum of 
256 hours of sponsored com-
munity service. The Weitzman 
Foundation will make a dona-
tion based on the hours of ser-
vice accrued by the students. 

Ashlee says it9s been fun 
interacting with kids who 
know Kaenon through their 
Sparrow Clubs.

<We see them in public 
and they tell us what they9ve 
done for Kaenon. I babysat 
some of the kids from the 
time they were small. It9s fun 
to see how Kaenon interacts 
with the kids,= she said, smil-
ing as Kaenon crawled happily 
across the floor. <I9ve seen the 
community welcome us in. 
Even those who don9t know 
us that well. Experiencing that 
has made us want to move 

back to that kind of commu-
nity. It is hard to find.= 

Ashlee plans to open a gym 
focusing on circuit, cardio, and 
strength training in Sisters. It9s 
something she was in the pro-
cess of doing in Santa Barbara 
and looks forward to doing it 
in her hometown. 

Ashlee is very grateful for 
the coordination being done by 
Sisters teacher Susie Seaney.

<She9s been so great orga-
nizing everything,= said 
Ashlee.

On Wednesday, January 30, 
there9s an event hosted by the 
Sisters High School Sparrow 
Club called Empty Bowls. It 
will take place in the Sisters 
High School Commons and 
starts at 6 p.m. Guests can 
select a handmade bowl filled 
with delicious soup while 
enjoying a gathering to sup-
port Kaenon. 

Tickets range from $10 to 
$15, depending on the size of 
the bowl chosen. The Sisters 
High School front office will 
have tickets available to pur-
chase ahead of time. Cash or 
checks only please. Sparrow 
Clubs provide financial and 
emotional support to children 
and their families in medi-
cal need. They also empower 
children to help others through 
charitable service in their 
community. 

For more information about 
Keanon9s visit www.sparrow-
clubs.org/kids/2018-19/.

To learn more about the 
Empty Bowls event, con-
tact Susie Seaney at susie.
seaney@sisters.k12.or.us or 
call 541-549-4045, extension 
5725.
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This Week’s Crossword Sponsors

When the going gets tough, even the tough call us.

Banr Enterprises, llc
Consult | Construct | Complete

Earthwork • Utilities • Grading • Rock Walls • Snow Removal 
Residential and Commercial Contractor        CCB: 165122

www.banr.net | 541-549-6977

Greg Wieland L.Ac.
Practicing since 1989

352 E. Hood Ave., Ste. E

541-549-1523Sisters Acupuncture Center 


