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Vote for local art at library

By Helen Schmidling

Correspondent

Voting is now open for
the People’s Choice Awards,
presented as part of the 12th
annual Sisters Library Art
Exhibit, sponsored by Friends
of Sisters Library (FOSL).
There is no financial stipend,
but the friendly competition
for the community favorites
always spurs artists to submit
some of their best work.

This year’s exhibit fea-
tures nearly 148 pieces from
51 artists who reside in and
around Sisters. The entries
include photographs, paint-
ings in oil, watercolor, and
acrylic, sculpture, scratch-
board, quilts, pencil draw-
ings, pottery, jewelry, glass
art, wooden boxes, and more.
Each piece is the original
work of a local artist, and
many (though not all) are for
sale.

The public is invited to a
reception for the show and
its artists on Friday, January
25 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the
library. The evening will con-
clude with announcement of
this year’s People’s Choice
Awards. Hors d’oeuvres and
beverages will be served.
Some of the galleries in
Sisters that are normally
open for the Fourth Friday
Art Stroll that evening will be
taking a break this month, and
directing their patrons to visit
the library reception.

Anyone who visits the
library between now and
January 25 may vote for their
three favorite pieces in the
exhibit. Voting slips and pen-
cils (and the drop box for bal-
lots) are located on the table
at the entrance to the com-
munity room. Be sure to walk
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Local art lovers can make their “people’s choice” known at Sisters Library.

through the entire library,
because art is displayed in
the community and com-
puter rooms, children’s area,
reading area, study desks,
and even hanging from the
rafters and behind the check-
out desk. The walls are full
and the quality of the work is
better than ever, according to
many who were visiting and
voting on Saturday afternoon.
Many of the artists who
submitted this year are pre-
vious award-winners. Sisters
artist Linda Hanson, whose
photograph from Cuba won
a top award a few years ago,
this year turned to her brushes
to paint a rural scene from
down near Fossil. Hanson
spent several minutes discuss-
ing art and poetry with some
Sisters High School students
who were completing home-
work assignments Saturday
afternoon at the library.
Young photographer
Austin James Jackson has
returned with yet another
large photograph on metal,
and colored pencil art shows
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up on wood planks by Steve
Mathews, and framed draw-
ing by Mike Stasko. All are
prior award-winners. New to
the show this year are fused-
glass paintings by Mel Archer
and clay figures by Mary
Moore. There are popular
wooden boxes by Laurence
Dyer, and jewelry by Mary
Jo Weiss, and so much more
displayed in the glass cases in
the lobby.

The Friends of Sisters
Library will receive a 10 per-
cent commission for any art-
work sold during the exhibit,
which is a fundraiser for
FOSL. To purchase art, com-
plete a request form that can
be found near the ballot box in
the community room. Be sure
to date your request, because
if multiple forms are received
for the same piece, the earlier
one will be honored.
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Sisters Folk Festival
issues call for artists

My Own Two Hands is a
celebration of the arts and a
primary fundraiser for the
music and arts programs of
Sisters Folk Festival. Each
year SFF selects a theme to
inspire artists to create and
donate a piece of art to be
sold at the benefit auction.
The auction has generated
upwards of $100,000 per
year and proceeds support art
and music classes, scholar-
ships, instruction, materials,
instruments, guest artists &
musicians, theater perfor-
mances and other activities
in the Sisters schools and the
community.

The 2019 theme is “We
All Belong.” SFF is inviting
artists to participate.

A donation form is
required for each piece sub-
mitted. An online form is

available at https://sistersfolk.
org/2019-moth-art-donation-
form.

Artwork does not have
to follow the theme to be
accepted. Artwork received
by March 1 will be considered
for the My Own Two Hands
promotional campaign.

“We’re looking for a piece
that really embodies this
year’s theme for a poster, the
cover of the event guide, auc-
tion book and advertising,”
the festival reported.

“Official art intake day
is Friday, March 15. We’ll
notify you once the art drop-
off location is identified.”

Prior to March 15, artwork
can be delivered to Sisters Art
Works, 204 W. Adams Ave.,
Suite 204. Artists are asked
to call in advance, 541-549-
4979, ext. 1.
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