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PHOTO PROVIDED
Skier Evan Palmer and Coach Gabe Chladek in the start gate as the Outlaws launched their season on the slopes.

Skiers in first race of the season

Sisters Count birds

By Douglas Beall

Correspondent

The short-eared owl fAsio

flammeus] is a medium-

sized owl with relatively

long wings and tiny, often-

concealed ear-tufts. In Latin,
the word flammeus means
fiery, flaming, or the
color of fire.

Generally nocturnal,
but often active 30 to
60 minutes before sun-
set; some owls may be
active during the day
during the breeding sea- §
son. Short-eared owls
eat mainly small mam-
mals, but sometimes
take birds. Meadow |
voles are the primary
prey.

Deer mice, shrews, ground
squirrel and pocket gophers
are consumed, and grasshop-
pers are eaten when available.

Nests are loosely con-
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grass stems, herb stalks, and
feathers plucked from her
breast.

By Rongi Yost

Correspondent

The Outlaws fielded a
girls and boys varsity team,
as well as a JV boys squad
in the Oregon School Ski
Association’s first race of the
season on Saturday, January
5. The race was a giant slalom
on the Cliffhanger run at Mt.
Bachelor.

Snow conditions were
dry and visibility was good.
At the top of the course it
was a bit windy and cold,
but according to Coach Gabe
Chladek those conditions
helped the race course hold
up well all day.

After a combined two-
run time the boys varsity
squad earned 14 points for a
fourth-place finish. Colton
Seymour finished at 2:17.00,
George Chladek (2:21.73),
Kincaid Smeltzer (2:23.15),
Evan Palmer (2:23.42) and
Mitchell Griffin (2:43.35).

Chladek said, “It was
exciting that our varsity boys
combined time was just a

few tenths of a second off of
Summit High School’s third-
place time.”

The varsity girls team
placed sixth with the fol-
lowing times: Holly Lewis
(2:47.96), Skylar Wilkins
(2:50.81), Sydney Wilkins
(3:01.74), and Piper Adelt
(3:26.82).

Chladek said, “For all
except Skylar, this was the
girls’ first high school race.
I’m really impressed with
how they performed under
pressure. This is a young girls
team, and I’m excited to see
how bravely they are stepping
up to the competition.”
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The JV boys finished
fourth and Chladek told The
Nugget they did a great job
of skiing aggressively as
new racers. In order of finish
for the Outlaws was Simon
Rhett, Christopher Lundgren,
Connor Petke, Oscar Rhett,
Austin Ekern, August
McKeown, and Ian Cash.

Assistant Coach Rima
Givot said, “I was really
impressed with how aggres-
sive and focused all the racers
were at the their first race.”

The Outlaws will race at
Mt. Bachelor on Saturday,
January 12, in a slalom
competition.

structed by the female, who
scrapes a spot on the ground
and then lines the scrape with

Clutch sizes range from

See BIRDS on page 11
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