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Outlaws win by one in league opener

By Rongi Yost

Correspondent

The Outlaws posted a
huge 51-50 road win in their
league opener against the
Newport Bulldogs on Friday,
January 4. Due to the holi-
day school break, the team
was able to head to the coast
early, stretched their legs on
the beach — and anticipated
a very tough game.

Coach Rand Runco shared
his thoughts on the Newport
squad and what the Outlaws
would be up against.

“Newport is an explosive
team that shoots the three at
a high level,” said Runco.
“They have an explosive
point guard that penetrates
and creates shots all over
the court, and then a team
that shoots the ball incred-
ibly deep. They also have a
talented 6'5" post that makes
you play honest.”

Sisters had to change up
their defense, and Runco told
The Nugget that the Outlaws
did an amazing job against a
really well-coached and tal-
ented team.

The first half of the con-
test was an offensive battle.
Both teams shot the ball well
and play was pretty even.
Newport opened the scoring
with a deep three-pointer, but
Jack Berg quickly answered
back with a three for the
Outlaws. Sisters went down
by five, but kept battling and
fought back to take the lead.

The Outlaws hit a shot at
the buzzer just before the half

to go up by one, 33-32.

Runco said, “We’d shot
the ball well, but most were
perimeter shots, and we were
not getting to the line.”

In the third, the Outlaws
cranked up their defense, cre-
ated multiple turnovers and
stretched the lead to nine. The
Bulldogs cut the lead to seven
with approximately three
minutes left in the game and
changed their defense back to
zone, which the Outlaws had
riddled in the first half.

The Outlaws turned the
ball over several times and
allowed the Bulldogs to make
a run, but Sisters played
hard and made enough stops
to maintain the lead. Noah
Richards hit a huge shot from
behind the arc, but then the
Bulldogs tied it up 50-50.

Ryan Waddell was fouled,
and he hit the front end of
his free throw to give the
Outlaws a one-point lead. The
Bulldogs came at the Outlaws
with about 15 seconds left on
the clock, but Jude Carhart
stole the ball and went the
length of the court under
pressure. Carhart missed a
tough lay-in and Newport
took possession and gave the
ball to their best shooter. The
Outlaws challenged his deep
three-point shot and the ball
went in and out again, and
Sisters held on for the win.

Waddell led the Outlaws
with 16 points, Berg had 14,
Richards had eight, and Zach
Anderson added seven.

Runco noted that point
guard Brad Eagan had one of

his best games on both ends
of the court. He directed the
offense and tormented their
very good guard on defense.

“It was a great effort, and
other than our unforced turn-
overs we played well,” said
Runco. “We did an incred-
ible job defensively on their
shooters and won most of the
50/50 balls in the game. We
played with great energy and
hung in there. I am impressed
that our toughness is improv-
ing and we are starting to
find a way to get it done. It
looks like this conference is
going to be a fierce battle. We
had a tough pre-season, and
league is going to be about
our resilience.”

The Outlaws were to
play at home on January
8 against Cascade. Friday,
January 11 they
will play at '
Woodburn.

& RANCH GRILL

DINING & TAKE- OUT
until midnight every night
Menu at SistersSaloon.net

541-549-RIBS

x 190 E. Cascade Ave. =

Lady Outlaws fall
in league opener

By Rongi Yost

Correspondent

The Lady Outlaws
dropped their game at
Newport against the Cubs
on Friday, January 4, in a
final score of 43-24. Sisters
stayed fairly close the first
two quarters, but the Cubs
steadily pulled away in the
second half and recorded the
win.

At the end of the first
quarter the Outlaws were
down 18-7, and at the half
had closed the gap to eight
with a score of 23-15.

The Outlaws started to
unravel in the third, and pres-
sure from the Cubs resulted

_in numerous turnovers.
Slsters was out-
scored 20
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to 9 in the second half and
lost by 19.

On a positive note, Sisters
did much better on the
boards, and out-rebounded
the Cubs.

Payden Petterson led the
team with seven rebounds.
Gracen Sundstrom recorded
five rebounds and Meaghan
Greaney and RylieReece
Morgan had four rebounds
each.

Isabelle Spitler led the
Outlaws with 17 points, and
was four-for-nine from the
three-point line.

Coach Brittaney
Niebergall-Brown said, “The
girls played hard through-
out the entire game, but the
number of turnovers is con-
tinuously an issue as we are
competing in games. We are
focused on moving forward
and working to improve our
fundamental skills.”

The Outlaws were to play
at home against Cascade on
Tuesday, January 8. They
will travel to Woodburn on
Friday, January 11.
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