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Sisters Dance Academy’s 
ninth annual holiday recital, 
“The Greatest Stories Ever 
Told,” enchanted a packed 
house at the Sisters High 
School  Audi tor ium on 
Saturday. Dancers aged 3 to 
18 performed ballet, jazz, tap, 
hip-hop, Broadway and con-
temporary, wearing stunning 
costumes that represented 
classic holiday tales.

“This year’s theme was 
inspired by wanting to do 
something very festive, a 
show that really makes you 
feel all those good holiday 
feelings — and what better 
way than through some of our 
most favorite and treasured 
holiday stories,” said Lonnie 
Liddell, owner and dance 
instructor at Sisters Dance 
Academy. “The instruc-
tors and I spent many hours 
pondering over our favor-
ite holiday stories and have 

collaborated in a way that 
hopefully brings a lot of joy 
and maybe a little walk down 
memory lane for all.”

With nearly 200 students, 
the dance academy has grown 
tremendously in the last cou-
ple of years. All the instruc-
tors/choreographers have 
returned this year, with the 
addition of one new teacher 
— Makenna Liddell, Lonnie 
Liddell’s daughter. Makenna 
took on two classes, one 
contemporary class and one 
hip hop class with ages 9-11 
years old.

Makenna is an award-win-
ning Sisters Dance Academy 
dancer, recognized at the 
2018 Turn It Up dance com-
petition as the highest scoring 
soloist. She has trained in bal-
let, pointe, contemporary & 
lyrical, hip hop, tap, jazz and 
Irish dance styles.

“With a focus on ele-
gant,  strong movement 
and beautifully articulated 
expression, Makenna is an 

incredible dancer, role model 
and teacher,” Liddell said. 
“Through Makenna, stu-
dents fully understand a love 
of dance and the drive to be 
one’s best.”

Sisters resident Sheila 
Jones hasn’t missed a per-
formance by her daughter 
Sienna, who has been with 
the Sisters Dance Academy 
since the first grade.

“I love watching all the lit-
tle girls grow from little danc-
ers to lovely young ladies,” 
Jones said. “Sienna is now 
in the seventh grade and has 
been dancing since she was 3. 
Lonnie and the other instruc-
tors have done an amazing 
job teaching and it shows 
in the success of the dance 
academy.”

The opening number from 
the Broadway musical pro-
duction of “Elf,” was per-
formed by the advanced jazz 
dancers, choreographed by 
Kayla Williams and set the 
stage for the whole show.

In the number “Home 
Alone,” choreographed by 
Lonnie Liddell, 10 dancers 
performing ballet depicted 
the popular movie “Home 
Alone” by rushing off to the 
airport, to realizing their trou-
ble-making brother is home 
alone.

“The Christmas Orange,” 
choreographed by Makenna 
Liddell, was performed in 
contemporary style by 10- 
to 11-year-old dancers. The 
number told the story of 
young orphans that share a 
slice of their only Christmas 
gift — one orange, which 
inspired the audience about 
friendship and love.

Everyone who enjoyed the 
entertaining holiday musi-
cal “How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas” appreciated 

the three numbers that 
blended together “Who 
Likes Christmas?” “You’re a 
Mean One Mr. Grinch” and 
“Christmas, Why Can’t I Find 
You?” The performance was 
reminiscent of a Broadway 
musical.

The number “Life to 
Remember,” representing 
“It’s a Wonderful Life,” was 
performed in contemporary 
style.

The evening’s Holiday 
Dance Recital concluded with 
the Jr. and Sr. Performance 
Ensemble presenting a mod-
ern-day adaptation of “A 
Christmas Carol” choreo-
graphed by Kayla Williams.

One hundred percent of 
proceeds from the intermis-
sion bake sale went to Sisters 
Cold Weather Shelter.

Holiday dance recital a huge hit
By Jodi Schneider
Correspondent

 13- to 15-year-old contemporary dancers presented “A Life To Remember.”
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The Hip Hop 5- and 6-year-olds class had fun dancing to “A Charlie Brown Christmas.”
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Tasty THURSDAY
Dec. 20, 5-7 p.m.

Bubbles, bubbles & more bubbles

LIVE MUSIC
Sat., Dec. 22, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Jazz FolksJazJJJJ z Folks
391 W. Cascade Ave. | 541-549-2675

corkcellarswinebistro.com

Celebrate Christmas with us...

Walk to Bethlehem  live nativity
Dec. 7, 6-8 p.m. & Dec. 8, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Paradosi Ballet  fr�  perf� mance
Dec. 15, 6 p.m. & Dec. 16, 9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Christmas Eve  family-friendly services
Dec. 24, 4 p.m. & 6 p.m.

Highland Baptist Church
3100 SW Highland Ave., Redmond

541-548-4161 • hbcredmond.org

An Independent & Assisted Living Community 

Life in the Heart of Sisters Country
www.thelodgeinsisters.com | 541-549-5634|

Audry 
Van Houweling

PMHNP-BC

541-595-8337 • www.shesoarspsych.com
102 E. Main Ave., Downtown Sisters

h

A huge thank-you to the Sisters 

community for all your support. 

Wishing you peace & joy 

this holiday season! Now Accepting 
Insurance

Smile, 
Sisters!
We’re committed 

to your dental 
health!

Exceptional Health, 

Prevention & Aesthetics 

For Your Family!

Trevor Frideres d.m.d. 

p 541-549-9486   f 541-549-9110
410 E. Cascade Ave.  •  P.O. Box 1027  •  Sisters

Hours: Mon., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Tues.-Wed., 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Thurs., 7 a.m.-3 p.m.


