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best	theme.	
Harmony	Farm	Sanctuary	

(HFS)	won	first	place	for	their	
fabulous	float	filled	with	ani-
mals,	volunteers,	and	students	
from	Sisters	Life	Skills	Class	
with	instructor	Josh	Nordell.

“We	 love	 being	 in	 the	
parade	because	it’s	our	way	of	
giving	back	 to	 the	awesome	
community	that	supports	us,”	
HFS	 founder	 Robine	 Botts	
told	The Nugget.	 “The	 kids	
and	 adults	 all	 seem	 to	 love	
seeing	our	motley	crew	of	res-
cued	animals.”

“We	love	it,”	Nordell	said.	
“It’s	all	about	being	inclusive	
in	the	community.”

Second	 place	 went	 to	
Sisters	Cub	Scout	Pack	139	for	
their	creative	float,	“Rockin’	
in	Santa’s	Workshop.”

Directly	 following	 the	
fire	 district	 engines	 was	
Warfighter	Outfitters,	a	non-
profit	guide	and	outfitter	ser-
vice	 that	provides	no-charge	
fishing	and	hunting	 trips	for	
wounded	 veterans.	 It	 was	
founded	 by	 Brett	 Miller,	 a	
wounded	combat	veteran	who	
nearly	lost	his	life	while	serv-
ing	in	Iraq.	

“We	started	with	just	a	jeep	
and	a	drift	boat	in	the	parade,	
and	this	year	we	have	4	boats	
and	 a	 handful	 of	 jeeps	 and	
trucks.	All	paid	for	by	grants,”	
Miller	 said.	 “I	 don’t	 think	
people	 realize	 how	big	 of	 a	
footprint	 we	 have	 and	 how	
many	veterans	we’ve	served.	

This	 year	 we’re	 poised	 to	
bring	over	2,000	veterans	on	
outings.”

Animals	 doing	 tricks,	
walking	 down	 the	 street	 or	
just	 plain	 looking	 pretty	 in	
their	 holiday	 attire	was	 one	
of	the	many	highlights	of	this	
year’s	parade.

Decorated	 with	 garland	
and	 bundles	 of	 wrapped	
Christmas	presents,	 four	 lla-
mas	and	 their	handlers	 from	
the	 Central	 Oregon	 Llama	
Association	made	 their	way	
past	 smiling	 spectators.	The	
llamas	 in	 the	 parade	 are	
among	more	than	500	llamas	
in	Central	Oregon	and	Sisters	
Country.

The	kids	went	wild	when	
Emily	Green	strolled	by	with	
Gabriel,	her	in-training	ther-
apy	unicorn	minihorse.

Sisters	 resident	 Melinda	
Ennis	watched	the	parade	with	
3-year-old	daughter	Elliott.	

“We’ve	 been	 living	 in	
Sisters	 for	 nearly	 two	 years	
now	 and	 this	 is	 our	 second	
year	at	the	Christmas	Parade,”	
said	Ennis.	“I	think	it’s	a	won-
derful	thing	to	get	my	daugh-
ter	involved	in	the	starting	of	
the	Christmas	festivities!”

It	wouldn’t	be	a	Christmas	
Parade	without	Santa	Claus,	
and	as	an	annual	tradition,	the	
Black	Butte	Ranch	 carriage	
held	the	season’s	most	popu-
lar	attraction.

Sisters	residents	and	visi-
tors	had	more	special	events	
to	enjoy	after	the	festivities	of	
the	parade	on	Hood	Avenue.	

Santa	stopped	in	for	a	visit	
at	the	Sisters	Chamber	office	
on	Main	Avenue	directly	fol-
lowing	the	parade	for	one-on-
one	visits	with	the	youngsters.
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Santa Claus has arrived!
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Some unique reindeer in the Sisters Christmas Parade.

PHOTO BY JERRY BALDOCK

The Nugget Newspaper Crossword
By Jacqueline E. Mathews, Tribune News Service

— Last Week’s Puzzle Solved —

This Week’s Crossword Sponsors

When the going gets tough, even the tough call us.

Banr Enterprises, llc
Consult | Construct | Complete

Earthwork • Utilities • Grading • Rock Walls • Snow Removal 
Residential and Commercial Contractor        CCB: 165122

www.banr.net | 541-549-6977

Greg Wieland L.Ac.
Practicing since 1989

352 E. Hood Ave., Ste. E

541-549-1523Sisters Acupuncture Center 


