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Have you ever signed up 
for something and immedi-
ately regretted it? Wondered 
if you could just not show up 
to whatever you just signed 
up for? This happened to me 
recently when I responded to 
what felt like a healthy chal-
lenge for some conserva-
tive citizens to turn up to a 
politically motivated training 
session.

Citizens 4 Community 
recently held a workshop 
called Across The Divide. Its 
purpose: To train and prove 
to participants that civil 
political discourse is pos-
sible. As soon as I hit “send” 
on my registration, visions of 
shouted family political dis-
cussions danced in my head. 
And from what I’d seen and 
heard lately, I doubted if a 
community could be differ-
ent from a family. 

But, being generally an 
optimist, I thought it might 
make a nice change to 
attempt conversations with 
liberals that didn’t end up 
with rolled eyes and expres-
sions of disbelief at each 
other’s views. So I turned up 
to City Hall and parked my 
truck next to another large 
and dusty one.

Even though Sisters often 
votes red on issues, con-
servatives tend to be fairly 
non-vocal. We’ll keep our 
thoughts either to ourselves 
or shared only with those 
of like persuasion. The 

workshop organizer, Robyn 
Holdman, recognized that 
this could be an uncomfort-
able night for many partici-
pants and was quick to assure 
those of us with the deer-in-
the-headlight look that it was 
a safe place to be. 

The facilitator, Heidi 
Venture, gave us some back-
ground on the “divide” and 
the issues and values that cre-
ate it. She then put us through 
some icebreaker and sorting-
out-of-perspective exercises, 
and finally had us stand red 
on one side of the room, blue 
on the other. There were just 
seven of us conservatives 
and I was the only woman. 
Nineteen liberals stood across 
from us. This ratio is appar-
ently very common at these 
things. I suppose that could 
be a reason why conserva-
tives often don’t feel heard.

Turning up to the conver-
sation is a great place to start.

Moderate conservatives 
have been referred to as the 
Silent Majority. I don’t know 
if that label still is true. What 
I do know is that we are gen-
erally quite polite and don’t 
want to lose friends over 
political issues. So we choose 
to disengage rather than dis-
agree. But I take exception to 
the perception that silence is 
complicity. There are other 
ways to make change besides 
protests, rallies or social 
media comments. We go into 
ugly places and create beauty. 
We look after our land and 
resources. We stand up for 
the underdog, sometimes, 

and we respect authority. 
Sitting somewhere in the 
middle isn’t the same as sit-
ting on a fence and liberals 
don’t own the caring agenda. 
There, I said it.

There are times when 
speaking feels like a waste 
of time. Disgust and dehu-
manizing are tactics used 
by both sides to make it OK 
to say terrible things to one 
another. Heidi admitted that 
liberals, on the whole, say 
mean things to conservatives 
more readily than conserva-
tives will to liberals. No mat-
ter who said what and when, 
the whole scheme of nasti-
ness is being addressed in 
active workshops like this all 
across the world. That gives 
me hope. 

The whole point of Across 
the Divide was to learn 
some listening and speaking 
skills to hear and be heard. 
Compassionate Listening 
sounded a bit woo-woo to 
me, but really all it turned out 
to be is listening with intent 
and realizing when you need 
to turn off the chatter and 
turn on your ears. We all need 
to practice that. That night we 
all practiced together and it 
was good.

So there is work to be done 
from all of us. I’m pretty sure 
there will be ongoing discus-
sions even after the election 
hype is over. Whether we can 
continue across the divide 
without a facilitator remains 
to be seen.

I encourage you to turn up 
and find out.

Across the great divide
By Kathryn Godsiff
Correspondent

Commentary...

us to conceptualize the mean-
ing of art. However, he cau-
tions that fine art, the only art 
worthy of discussion in his 
estimation, must be consid-
ered by how it was created, 
which he further declares as 
necessarily following estab-
lished artistic traditions. With 
this final point, for the first 
time a philosopher clearly 
defined and located the par-
ticular thing that is responsi-
ble for a work of art’s mean-
ing: the artist. 

A quite large piece of pot-
tery in the gallery that my 
wife and I own comes from 
a Native American tribe of 

New Mexico. The narrow 
neck is sculpted so that it 
depicts a duck. Among the 
paintings around this water 
vessel are a number of deer 
symbols, each with a heart 
line. Only the Paynesta fam-
ily of the Zuni Pueblo, among 
the many tribes and pot-
tery making families of the 
Southwest, has the right to 
paint the deer with heart line 
motif on pottery. 

The vessel’s traditions and 
crafting process — gather-
ing of local earth materials 
for the clay, hand coiling and 
then pinching to form the pot, 
firing it in a homemade adobe 
oven with saved animal dung, 
painting it with collected 
local earth or plant materi-
als—goes back at least a mil-
lennium, perhaps two, and is 

ART: How we determine 

meaning has shifted 

over centuries
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•  Re-Roof & New Construction 

•  Composite, Metal, Flat &
Cedar Shake Products

•  Free Estimates

•  Transferable
Warranties 

•  10-Year Workmanship 
Guarantee

Family Owned & Operated for 19 Years

541-526-5143
ccb#203769

Holiday Fl� al Classes
Bring beautiful creations into your home — made by you!

Centerpiece Class
Sunday, November 11 • 2–4 p.m.

Instructor: Tracy Curtis, owner of Woodland Floral
www.woodlandfloral.com

Tickets: Tricia Maxson at FivePine Lodge
541-549-5900 or tm@fivepinelodge.com

Bring gardening clippers. All other materials provided.
RSVP by Thursday, November 8.

$95
per person

FivePine providing wine/beer and appetizers

Lodge Conference Center

541-923-4564    
3000 S. Hwy. 97, Redmond, Oregon | www.larrysrv.com

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY 
FOR RV REPAIRS!

Winterization Supplies in Stock

ON $300 MINIMUM REPAIRS 
Expires 11/30/18

(WITHIN 25 MILE RADIUS) 

541-549-9280 | 207 W. Sisters Park Dr. | PonderosaForge.com |

“Your Local Welding Shop”
CCB# 87640

Made in Sisters, Oregon
We skillfully fabricate your ideas (and ours) 

in steel, aluminum, copper 
& other metals. 

We do repair work, too.
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541-771-5048
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB#181062

ENVIROTECH

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

16 years in  

   Sisters!

Quality Truck-mounted

CARPET CLEANING
Quality Cleaning
Reasonable Prices

— Credit Cards Accepted —

  

Dr. George Mecouch, D.O.
Board Certifi ed Psychiatrist

New to Sisters with 36 years experience. 

Jungian-Oriented 
Psychotherapy and 

Process-Oriented Therapy
I take your needs seriously in 
a therapy practice that listens

to mind, body, and soul.

541-904-4030 
220 S. Ash St., Sisters

DrGeorgeMecouch.com

  


