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David Touvell trained in 
classical French cuisine and 
worked for years at Michelin-
starred restaurants. He owns 
several restaurants in Central 
Oregon,	including	the	highly	
regarded Chow in Bend. But 
there’s	always	been	one	res-
taurant in Sisters that he has 
wanted to own and operate — 
and now he does.

Touvell and Ryan Sturmer 
of Brasada Ranch are partners 
in The Cottonwood Café.

“I’ve	 been	 looking	 at	
this space for six-and-a-half 
years,” Touvell told The 
Nugget.	“It’s	always	been	on	
my mind.”

Breakfast is served till 2 
p.m. at the cottage on the cor-
ner of Hood Avenue and Larch 
Street, and lunch starts at 11 
a.m.

Touvell loves the intimacy 
of the small cottage space, 
and sees it as a place to real-
ize a particular culinary and 
cultural vision for the town he 
now calls home.

“My favorite thing is mak-
ing family-friendly hubs that 
are	 fun,”	he	 said.	 “Our	only	
goal is to make this place… a 
hub of the community.”

Touvell is pleased to note 
that everybody who works at 
The Cottonwood Café lives in 
Sisters, including him. He and 
his wife have four children in 
Sisters schools.

“This whole area reminds 
us	 of	 why	 we’re	 in	 Central	
Oregon,”	he	said.

Touvell’s	 culinary	 jour-
ney began early, in Ventura, 
California.

“My mother is quite an 
accomplished cook — Julia 
Child-level,” Touvell told The 
Nugget. 

He grew up on cooking 
shows, and at age nine started 
working for a friend of his 
mother’s	who	taught	him	how	
to make free-form organic 
bread.

From there, it was culinary 
school and work at a variety 
of restaurants. He earned his 
chops at Tack Room, French 
Laundry, Lodge at Pebble 
Beach and Club 19. He was 

sous chef at Couvron in 
Portland, which earned a cov-
eted James Beard award.

“I was a chef, basically, 
when I was 19 years old,” he 
said.

When	he	came	to	Oregon,	
“that was it,” he recalled. He 
knew that this was home.

Touvell also learned to 
design hotels and restaurants, 
and has continued that work 
as well.

For all the potency of his 
resume and all of his rich and 

varied experience, Touvell 
is focused on doing simple 
things very well.

“To me, the best breakfast 
in the world is the most simple 
breakfast,” he said.

The cul ture  a t  The 
Cottonwood Café is all 
about service and a quality 
experience.

“We’re	very	accommodat-
ing,” he said. “All we want 
to do is help you. All I really 
care about is making people 
happy.”

Touvell is excited to be a 
participant in the community 
he loves, and he is looking for-
ward to the evolution of The 
Cottonwood Café.

“We’re	excited	about	what	
we’re	going	to	do	here	in	the	
next year or so,” he said.

View The Cottonwood 
Café menu at www.cotton 
woodinsisters.com/menu. The 
Cottonwood Café is located at 
403 E. Hood Ave. 

Love of community brought owner to The Cottonwood Café
By Jim Cornelius
Editor in Chief

Owners’ goal is to make The Cottonwood Café a family-friendly hub of the 
community.
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My favorite thing is 

making family-friendly 

hubs that are fun. Our 

only goal is to make this 

place… a hub of the 

community.

— David Touvell

Carpet • Upholstery • Tile 
Grout • Area Rug• Hardwood  

Granite & Tile Polishing

541-549-1175

541-815-1208
LOCAL FOR 24 YEARS! 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

g
Look for us on the Web at BendCarpetCare.com

Thank you for your business!

OVERWHELMED? 
RELAX, I’VE GOT THIS.

Call Jodi at 
541-977-1152 or email 

organizeplusllc@gmail.com 
for a free estimate. 
OrganizePlus.net

Personal Organization 
Relocation Specialist • Organized Moving 

Downsizing • Senior Relocation
Hourly rates available (3-hour minimum), licensed and insured.

Heritage pasture-raised 
turkeys for � anksgiving!  

� ey will be harvested fresh on 
Monday and delivered Tuesday 

or available for pick-up at the 
farm store.  � ey are $7/lb. 

and are between 10-18 pounds.

Sisters local Community Supported 
Agriculture Farm (CSA) off ering a full 
range of items to fulfi ll your entire diet.

71290 Holmes Rd., Sisters | Winter hours Saturdays 11-3
Visit www.rainshadoworganics.com to make reservations

NOW OPEN 

7 days a week, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
403 E. Hood Ave. | 541.549.2699

Serving Breakfast & Lunch

Wanna take a break 
from forks?

Get a salad as a wrap! Turkey and kale 
with apple, red onion, raisins, hazelnuts for a bit 

of crunch and a silky avocado vinaigrette.

We source local, healthy, beautiful ingredients, bringing 

creativity, intense fl avor and beauty to your plate.

541-668-0659 | cleanerliving.com 

Full Service Eco-Friendly Cleaning Company

New Client Special 

Save $75
Includes: $25 off Initial Deep Clean 

and $10 off Next 5 Regular Cleanings
Does not apply to move-in/out jobs. Cannot be combined 

with other offers. Expires 12/15/18. NN

Eco-Friendly House Cleaning

Only $149
Window Cleaning Special includes: 

Interior & exterior of windows cleaned + screens of up to 15 
standard-sized windows on a 1-2 story home. Window track cleaning, 
storm windows, new construction, French panes & 3rd-story windows 

available for addt’l charge. Gutter Cleaning up to 150 linear feet. 
Cannot combine with other offers. Expires 12/15/18. NN

Full-House Window Cleaning or Gutter Cleaning

New Client Special 

$199 Full-House
Carpet Cleaning*

*Valid for up to 600 sq ft of professional, truck-mounted steam clean-
ing. Additional sq footage can be added for .35/sq ft. Scotchguard 

carpet protector, pet stain & odor removal, rug & upholstery cleaning 
available - call for pricing. Cannot be combined with other offers. 

Expires 12/15/18. NN

100% Non-Toxic Carpet Cleaning


