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Tony DeBone seeks reelection

By Jim Cornelius
Editor in Chief

Deschutes County
Commissioner Tony DeBone
is seeking reelection to the
Position 1 seat he’s held since
2011.

DeBone sees his role as
shaping policy toward good
jobs and stable, thriving
homes.

“The goal is an afford-
able community,” he told The
Nugget.

To that end, DeBone sees a
key in diversifying the econ-
omy and working to attract
traded-sector businesses with
good-paying jobs.

“That’s what brings capac-
ity to our community,” he
said, allowing families to stay
in Central Oregon with the
prospect of “housing, health-
care and a future.”

DeBone says that he will
continue to work to sup-
port EDCO (Economic
Development for Central
Oregon) and local chambers
of commerce in their efforts
to attract businesses, includ-
ing collaborating on land-use
policy.

DeBone recognizes the
housing pressures that have
impacted affordability of the
area for all residents, par-
ticularly working people. He
believes that county-owned
lands could potentially be a
resource for affordable hous-
ing, and notes that there is
some momentum at the state
level for loosening restrictions
on accessory dwelling units,

which could create some
lower-cost housing options in
the county.

“We need to figure out
how to set the table for starter
homes,” he said.

The two-term commis-
sioner from La Pine is satis-
fied with the level of regu-
lation the county has estab-
lished regarding cannabis
production, especially in the
wake of increased enforce-
ment on illegal operations.

“I support ’em,” he said. “I
voted for em.”

“Tweaks” to regulations
will, he believes, allevi-
ate some concerns of rural
residents.

“We’re not going to allow
a block of growers to buy a
bunch of properties together,”
he said. “That’s probably one
of the most tangible things
that we’ve changed.”

DeBone defended the
county’s approach to staff
compensation, noting that the
county negotiates with repre-
sented professional groups.

“We’ve got a very pro-
fessional history with nego-
tiations,” he said. “Public
employees are paid well for
their service to the public. We
pay professionals a profes-
sional wage.”

He says that he conceives
of fiscal responsibility as
providing “cost-effective
services for all the services”
the county provides and
emphasizes the importance
of inculcating a “culture of
service” and a “professional
environment.”
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Republican Tony DeBone is seeking
a third term as Deschutes County
Commissioner in Position 1.

He noted that the commu-
nity development department
was reduced by about 75 per-
cent during the recession that
hammered the region starting
in 2008, and the county has
been engaged in the process
over a period of a year in
reconstructing that staff.

“We’re in the spot where
we still need to add capacity,”
he said.

DeBone said that he is
pleased that the county has
built $3 million in capital
reserves for future construc-
tion needs, which will include
a new courthouse, a public
safety campus and facilities
for public health. He said
that the more that is saved
for such projects the less the
future burden upon taxpayers
to deliver on such projects.
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Students to be featured
in culinary event

High school students from
Central Oregon culinary pro-
grams will be partnering up
with their dream chefs to
create custom culinary mas-
terpieces in an Industry X
Education fundraiser to sup-
port those programs in the
region’s high schools.

The event will be held on
Friday, November 9, at 10
Barrel Brewing Co., 62950
NE 18th St. in Bend. Tickets
are $100 each, which includes
food and a custom branded
pint glass. The proceeds
will benefit the participating
programs.

The

Sisters High

School program, led by TR
McCrystal, will partner with
Chef George Morris of Bos
Taurus for the event, which
McCrystal described as “five
high schools, five chefs, one
great location to bring educa-
tion and industry together. An
evening of creative culinary
adventure showcasing the
skills of some of our up-and-
coming high school culinary
talent.”

Industry X Education —
A Night of Fine Food and
Fundraising, runs from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m. For tickets, visit
www.cohsculinaryfundraiser.
eventbrite.com.

Deputy shoots man in Bend
while serving arrest warrant

BEND (AP) — Authorities
say a Deschutes County sher-
iff’s deputy shot a man north
of Bend while serving a fel-
ony arrest warrant.

The Bulletin reports the
deputy shot the man twice
after he tried to flee Friday
morning, according to sher-
iff’s Sgt. William Bailey.

Deschutes County District
Attorney John Hummel says
the man was expected to
survive.

The incident happened at
an oftbeat roadside attraction
called the Fun Farm which
has an antique shop, costume
museum and tribute to “The
Wizard of Oz” movie.

Hummel says the shoot-
ing victim’s father lived in a
trailer park on the property.

The man was suspected of
felony parole violation.

All five deputies on the
scene were put on leave pend-
ing an investigation.
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