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Sculptor Doug Wiltshire, 
director and an instructor of 
the week-long symposium, 
works with all types of stone, 
hard and soft. The Eugene 
resident also has over 30 
years’ experience as a master 
jeweler and teaches jewelry 
making at the University of 
Oregon. 

“Our NWSSA sympo-
siums are geared around edu-
cational opportunities, while 
nurturing the community of 
stone sculptors,” Wiltshire 
said. “We provide a support 
system to our members.

“We’re not a bunch of art-
ists that get together to break 
rocks; we are here to build 
community, and we give our-
selves a pat on the back by 
sharing knowledge with each 
other,” he added.

From classical hand tools 
to new high-tech machin-
ing tools and techniques, the 
instructors provided knowl-
edge and inspiration for all 
participants.

The NWSSA orders stone 
for the artists and trucks 
pieces in. And one piece of 
Colorado marble weighed 
2,600 pounds and will be 
used as a community piece 
that the sculptors will be 
carving over time and donat-
ing back to Suttle Lake 
Camp.

Professional sculptor 
and NWSSA member Mark 
Andrew was chosen as group 
leader to come up with a 
design for the huge hunk of 
marble. Andrew carves and 
teaches at various symposia 
with other stone carvers and 
is inspired to produce public 

art. 
“We want to create a com-

munity piece to give as a 
gift to the camp to show our 
appreciation for them hav-
ing us be here,” explained 
Andrew. “We are picking 
a few people to spearhead 
it and then any one of the 
sculptors can come over and 
add to it.” 

One of the main elements 
to the design is an osprey, a 
bird of prey often seen in 
Central Oregon around lakes 
and other water bodies. 

During the exhibit on 
Saturday, Wiltshire noted, 
“There was a lot of cre-
ativity going on this year. 
The caliber of carving that 
was happening here is very 
rare in the world, because 
in many places it’s a lost  
tradition.

“The NWSSA is bring-
ing in college students that 
are already taking carv-
ing classes and are trying to 
encourage them into another 
level of carving,” he added. 
“Symposia have taken place 
across Europe, notably in 
Israel, Egypt, Japan and more 
recently in Taiwan, China and 
South Korea and that’s one of 
the reasons we have such a 
strong Japanese presence at 
our symposiums.” 

Mitsuo Saiki from Japan 
is a professional sculptor of 
impressive ability and carved 
over four exquisite marble 
pieces during the symposium. 
He was an honored guest and 
an important part of a flour-
ishing exchange of sculptural 
ideas between the East and 
West.

“I have been carving for 
30 years and am a fourth-
generation carver,” Saiki told 
The Nugget through an inter-
preter also from Japan. “My 
favorite stone to work with is 
marble.”

CARVING: Exhibition 

focused on 

community-building
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Pat Barton at work at Suttle Lake Camp.
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