
Wednesday, August 22, 2018 The Nugget Newspaper, Sisters, Oregon        21

When an overheated 
electrical cord to a travel 
trailer started a fire in the 
area of Rabbitbrush Lane 
east of Sisters on August 11, 
the situation got dire very, 
very quickly. The neighbor-
hood had to be evacuated 
immediately.

That kind of instant evac-
uation isn’t what we’re used 
to in Sisters County. In last 
year’s Milli Fire, evacuations 
were planned, with trigger 
points pre-determined and 
notices sent out, along with 
door-to-door notification. 
Resident’s had time.

In the August 11 fire, there 
was very little time at all.

Part of living in wildfire 
country involves being ready 
— having a plan and prepara-
tions in place to evacuate.

“My personal opinion is 
that if you live in Deschutes 
County, you should be at 
Level One (Be Ready) on 
June 1,” says Ben Duda 
of Oregon Department of 
Forestry.

Emergency off ic ia l s 
strongly advise locals to sign 
up for Deschutes Emergency 
Alerts. The Deschutes Alert 
System (DAS) can be used 
to notify the public with 
important information dur-
ing an emergency. Alerts can 
be sent to cell phones — but 
only if your number is regis-
tered. Sign up at https://www.
deschutes.org/911/page/sign-
deschutes-emergency-alerts.

Sgt. Nathan Garibay of the 
Deschutes County Sheriff’s 
Office, who serves as emer-
gency service coordinator 
in Central Oregon, said that 
DAS was a vital tool in the 
August 11 fire.

“There was no way we 
could have done door-to-door 
notifications,” he said.

Many homeowners dur-
ing the August 11 fire had 
to evacuate horses and other 

livestock. Garibay notes 
that it is important to have a 
plan for such a contingency, 
including pre-arranged places 
to take your large animals. 
There are “official” resources 
available for large animal 
evacuations, but “sometimes 
those resources are three 
hours away — and you need 
them in 45 minutes,” Garibay 
said.

Make arrangements with 
friends who have trailers and 
space for animals.

Extra advance planning 
may also be necessary if you 
are dealing with people who 
have mobility issues or spe-
cial medical needs.

Planning for evacuation 
doesn’t have to be on the 
scale of a military opera-
tion — it just requires some 
thought and effort when 
things are calm.

“It doesn’t take all day to 
at least think it through and 
come up with a plan,” Sgt. 
Garibay said.

The website www.ready 
forwildfire.org offers exten-
sive tips for evacuation:

Emergency Supply Kit 
Checklist 

• Three-day supply of 
non-perishable food and three 
gallons of water per person

• Map marked with at 
least two evacuation routes

• Prescriptions or special 
medications

• Change of clothing
• Extra eyeglasses or con-

tact lenses
• An extra set of car keys, 

credit cards, cash or traveler’s 

checks
• First aid kit
• Flashlight
• Battery-powered radio 

and extra batteries
• Sanitation supplies
• Copies of important 

documents (birth certificates, 
passports, etc.)

• Don’t forget pet food 
and water! (The website also 
offers extensive tips on pre-
paring for pet evacuation.)

Items to take if time 
allows: 

• Easily carried valuables
• Family photos and other 

irreplaceable items
• Personal computer infor-

mation on hard drives and 
disks

• Chargers for cell phones, 
laptops, etc.

Always keep a sturdy pair 
of shoes and a flashlight near 
your bed and handy in case of 
a sudden evacuation at night.

Sometimes res idents 
feel compelled to stay to 
try to defend their home. 
Firefighters and other emer-
gency personnel strongly 
advise against this impulse. 
Not only does it put the 
homeowner in danger, it 
endangers firefighters and 
law enforcement personnel at 
grave risk, because they are 
duty-bound to try to help you 
if you’re in danger.

“We don’t want to have 
homeowners staying and try-
ing to defend their homes,” 
said Sisters-Camp Sherman 
Deputy Fire Chief Tim Craig. 
“Because that’s when we lose 
lives.”

Being prepared for evacuation
By Jim Cornelius
Editor in Chief

Sisters veterans put up flags Friday, August 17, along Cascade 
Avenue in support of law enforcement personnel. Deschutes 
County Sheriff’s Office was represented by Deputy C. Jones and 
Sgt. Grant Johnstone. Black Butte Police was represented by 
Officer Kelvin Lettenmaier and Sgt. Rob Schulz. Sisters veterans 
thank all law enforcement personnel for their service.
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Honoring law enforcement...

•  Re-Roof & New Construction 

•  Composite, Metal, Flat &
Cedar Shake Products

•  Free Estimates

•  Transferable
Warranties 

•  10-Year Workmanship 
Guarantee

Family Owned & Operated for 19 Years

541-526-5143
ccb#203769CUSTOM HOMES • RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PROJECTS

Serving the Sisters Area Since 1976
Strictly Quality 

John P. Pierce 
541-549-9764

CCB# 159020  CCB# 16891

Becke W.   ierce 
General Contracting LLC 

541-647-0384
CCB# 190689

Arne J.   ierce 
General Contracting LLC 

541-668-0883
CCB# 208020

PP

541-923-4564    3000 S. Hwy. 97, Redmond
Sales: Mon.-Sun., 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. | Service: Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. | Parts: Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Consignments Needed! 
RVs Are Selling Fast.

2004 Fiesta 26Q
Motor Home - Vin 377770
26', gasoline, 91K miles, 
A/C, generator, full-length 
awning. $19,995

2015 Rockwood 1910
Tent Camper - Vin 292650
17', 3-burner cooktop, under- 
counter refrig, toilet, awning.
$8,995

2005 Komfort 25TQS
Travel Trailer - Vin 031799
27', 1 slide, A/C, full-length 
awning, tub/shower, micro-
wave, oven. $12,995

SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.LARRYSRV.COM

SNO CAP MINI STORAGE

Sisters Industrial Park
157 Sisters Park Dr. • 541-549-3575

www.SistersStorage.com

•  State-of-the-art 
Security Technology

• Sizes from 5x5 to 12x40

• Individual Gate Codes

• Long-term Discounts

• On-site Manager

Contact SPRD for information or to register:
SistersRecreation.com • 541-549-2091

1750 W. McKinney Butte Rd.
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