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Kathleen Keliher has 
always been an observer of 
the world around her. She’s 
lucky enough to have the skill 
that conveys light, color, and 
the texture of nature through 
art. This month, a collection 
of her oil paintings is on dis-
play in the computer room of 
the Sisters Library.

The display includes one 
large work, called Riverlight, 
three small framed pieces, 
and six tall, vertical paint-
ings: three depicting the rich 
colors of fall, and three show-
ing winter’s cool shades. 
Together,  they portray 
Kathleen’s love for both art 

and nature.
“I have six brothers and 

sisters,” she said. “Our par-
ents bought us art supplies to 
keep us busy.” 

Born and raised in Los 
Angeles, she graduated from 
UC Davis with a degree 
in botany. She worked for 
the U.S. Forest Service in 
Grand Canyon and Olympic 
national parks, before decid-
ing to go to nursing school at 
the University of Washington. 
She moved to Bend in 1997, 
and except for a couple of 
years in Portland, has called 
Central Oregon home ever 
since. 

Nursing was her career 
for 33 years, but she always 
turned to art in one way or 

another. At first it was water-
color, but she discovered it 
was all too easy to ruin a piece 
of art using watercolor paints, 
where one color just bled into 
another. But, she found her-
self with an abundant stash 
of watercolor paper, so she 
learned to create with pastel 
paint on top of the watercolor 
paintings. She also fell in love 
with plein air painting, and 
gained facility for express-
ing how light looks on a two-
dimensional surface. 

A few years ago, she 
turned her interest to oils on 
canvas because of the expense 
of framing pastels. She still 
gravitates to plein air paint-
ing, with a certain amount of 
abstraction in order to person-
alize her art. Sky and clouds 
offer a lot of room for inter-
pretation, she notes.

“I’m not as rigid in my art 
as some people,” she said.

Keliher is the founder and 
former president of Plein Air 
Painters of Oregon. She was 
also an original member of 
the High Desert Art League. 
She has taught classes in pas-
tel, both at Central Oregon 
Community College and 

privately. Her art was cho-
sen for the Sunriver Music 
Festival Posters in 2001 
and 2007. She is one of the 
partners at Hood Avenue 
Art, where her work can 
be viewed, along with the 
art on her website, www.
kathleenkeliher.com.

Also this month, in the 
community room of the 
Sisters Library, look for 
small, colorful canvases cre-
ated by Sisters kids in the 

summer program. With the 
theme “Libraries Rock!” 
the kids — some of them as 
young as three — got to play 
with paint. The idea is to 
show music or their favorite 
musical instrument. 

Every month, the Art 
Committee of Friends of the 
Sisters Library rotates a dis-
play of art in the library, using 
the walls of the Community 
Room, Computer Room, and 
entry area wall cases. 

By Helen Schmidling
Correspondent

Kathleen Keliher and Riverlight, oil on canvas, at Sisters Library. 
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Libraries Rock! That’s the theme of children’s art. The kids uainted their 
favorite instruments and sounds on canvas.
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Artist’s seasonal colors shown at Library

The City of Sisters is accepting applications for the position of City 

Manager. The City seeks a City Manager who is an established leader 

and understands all aspects of municipal government. The City 

Manager supervises 17 employees and numerous contracted services. 

The City Manager is responsible for the overall management of the 

City and plans and directs the activities of all City departments.

Please visit the City’s website at www.ci.sisters.or.us for the position 

profile, job description, and application. To apply, candidates must 

provide a resume, a cover letter, a completed application, and a 

minimum of five professional references to Human Resources, 

P.O. Box 39, Sisters, Oregon 97759 on or before 5 p.m. on August 31, 

2018. Applications (and materials) may be emailed, mailed, or hand 

delivered to Finance Officer, Joe O’Neill. The position will remain 

open until filled.

If you have any questions please contact Joe O’Neill 

via telephone at 541-323-5222 or email at joneill@ci.sisters.or.us

— The City of Sisters is an equal opportunity employer. —

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

CITY MANAGER

ALSO IN
•  Bend - Old Mill 

District, Forum 
Shopping 
Center, 
Downtown

• Redmond
• Sunriver

NEW LOCATION 
OPEN NOW...
CAMP SHERMAN
(formerly Kokanee Café)

541-595-6420
Open 7 days a week 
for lunch & dinner.

NEW LOCATION

eek 

 Mar� r� �  
   on t� 

    Me� lius!

Caribbean Blue 
Apatite & Diamond

549-9388

SISTERS

M&J
CARPET 
CLEANING

Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1986

541-549-9090
AREA RUGS (WOOL) • UPHOLSTERY • AUTOS/RVS  

TILE & GROUT • DRYER VENT CLEANING
www.mjcarpetcleaning.com

Deep cleans, sanitizes, removes bacteria, 
pet dander & much more!

Schedule online!

Sarah Conroy, 
    Chiropractor

392 E. Main Ave. 
SistersChiropractor.com 

Located within Bigfoot Wellness
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Massage & Chiropractic 
Therapy…Ahhh…

What Could Be Better?
Call 541-588-2213

Fridays 
2:00-5:30 p.m. 

Sisters 
Farmers 
Market

June-September 
Fir Street Park

sistersfarmersmarket.com


