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poster	created	by	Sisters	art-
ist	Paul	Alan	Bennett.	

“I	did	a	quilt	show	poster	
in	 2008	 and	 didn’t	 use	my	
knit	 style.	 But	 this	 year	
SOQS	was	looking	for	some-
thing	different	so	I	used	my	
knit	 style	 with	 bright	 col-
ors	 and	 pattern	 approach,”	
Bennett	said.	“I	followed	my	
design	 intuition,	 letting	 the	
composition	guide	me.	It’s	all	
a	journey	of	invention,	where	
my	eye	is	listening	carefully,	
to	 where	 the	 composition	
wants	 to	 go	 next.	 Its	much	
like	composing	music.”

This	 year’s	 raffle	 quilt	
was	 also	 inspired	 by	 the	
Quilt	Show	theme,	“Creative	
Trails,”	and	was	designed	by	
Valori	Wells	from	her	fabric	
collection.	 Proceeds	 from	
the	 annual	 raffle	 quilt	 are	
shared	 between	 SOQS	 and	
Kiwanis	 of	 Sisters,	 helping	
to	 raise	 money	 to	 support	
Kiwanis	programs,	including	
the	 local	 scholarships	 and		
Food	Bank.	

A	skill	that	serves	the	pur-
pose	 of	 providing	 warmth	
and	comfort	 is	now	seen	by	
many	as	a	form	of	art.	

And	 for	 2018	 inspira-
tional	 instructor	 Colleen	
Blackwood,	 creating	 art	
quilts	 is	 something	 she	
enjoys	for	herself.	

“When	I’m	teaching	I	kind	
of	have	a	bipolar	approach,”	
said	 Blackwood.	 “When	 I	
want	 to	quilt	 something	 for	
me,	 it	 (is)	 more	 of	 an	 art	
quilt,	but	when	I’m	thinking	
of	 what	 others	 can	 design,	
I	make	sure	 it’s	a	quilt	 that	
they	can	learn	a	technique	or	
skill	from.”	

B lackwood 	 was 	 an	
instructor	 at	 this	 year’s	
Quilters	 Affair	 and	 taught	
beginner	machine	quilting.

“It’s	not	fancy	equipment,	
the	students	can	learn	to	quilt	
on	 their	 own	 sit-at-home	
sewing	machine,”	she	said.	

You	 could	 hear 	 the	
sweet	 harmonizing	 drifting	
down	Cascade	Avenue	from	
Silverado	 Quartet,	 a	 group	
of	four	musical	women	who	
sing	acapella	 in	barbershop	
style.	

“This	 year	we	 are	 going	
to	 be	 performing	 at	 the	
Deschutes	 County	 Fair,”	
Hope	Bridges	said.	“And	we	
won	 the	 National	 Anthem	
‘Oh	Say	Can	You	See’	con-
test	 and	 sang	 the	 National	
Anthem	at	 the	High	Desert	
Stampede	 in 	 Redmond	
March	31.”

Long-time	 quilter	 and	
quilt-shop	 proprietor	Anne	
Wendinger	 from	New	Ulm,	
Minnesota,	 brought	 a	 tour	
group	of	52	quilters	to	SOQS	
for	a	little	bit	of	sightseeing	
and	quilt	browsing.	

“This	 is	our	second	 time	
here.	We	flew	into	Portland	
on	Wednesday	and	are	stay-
ing	in	Bend,”	she	said.

Wendinger	 has	 been	
quilting	since	the	1980s	and	
started	her	quilt	shop,	Sewing	
Seeds,	in	2013.	

Young	 quilter	 Ella	Kerr,	
10,	granddaughter	of	featured	
quilter	 Liz	Weeks,	 had	 her	
quilt,	Nine	Squared	Vibrant,	
displayed	 at 	 the	 Next	
Generation	Quilters	Exhibit	
in	the	Youth	Activity	Area	in	
Melvin’s	by	Newport	Avenue	
Market	parking	lot.

“I	like	to	quilt	shapes	and	
vibrant	colors,”	Kerr	said.	“I	
really	 like	quilting	with	my	
grandma	and	I’ve	been	quilt-
ing	since	I	was	six.”

Dawn	 Williams	 from	
Terrebonne	was	standing	near	
her	quilt,	A	Robin	Sampler,	
in	 the	exhibit	Blockin’	with	
the	Robins.	Williams	quilts	
with	 the	Blockin’	Robins,	a	
round-robin	quilting	group	in	
Bend.	

“We	 have	 10	 members,	
and	 this	 is	 our	 sixth	 year	
together,”	Williams	told	The 
Nugget.	 “The	 group	 com-
pletes	an	annual	round-robin	
project.	

A	 round-robin	 quilt	 is	
a	 group	 project	 made	 by	

several	people.	The	owner	of	
the	quilt	makes	the	first	block	
or	round	according	to	a	given	
set	of	instructions	using	their	
preferred	colors	and	style	of	
fabric.	The	starting	block	is	
then	 passed	 to	 other	mem-
bers	 of	 the	 group	 to	 make	
additions	to	the	quilt	follow-
ing	 new	 instructions.	After	
the	quilt	has	gone	to	each	of	
the	members	 of	 the	 group,	
the	quilt	top	is	returned	to	the	
owner	for	completion.	

Each	 year	 more	 than	
12,000	 attendees	 come	 on	
Quilt	Show	day	to	admire	the	
handicraft	 of	 quilt	 artisans	
of	all	skill	levels.	Organizers	
and	 volunteers	 hang	 an	
incredible	 number	 of	 quilts	
over	every	available	surface	
in	town,	including	buildings,	
fences,	and	railings.	But	the	
SOQS	has	grown	far	beyond	
quilt	displays.

Jeanette	 Pilak,	 SOQS	
executive	 director,	 was	 on	
hand	 to	 give	 her	 feedback	
about	the	annual	event.

“What	 motivates	 me	
about	 the	 quilt	 show	 is	 the	
economic	development	gen-
erated	for	the	town	I	live	in,”	
Pilak	said.	

“And	when	a	quilt	comes	
in	 like	 the	 one	 named	
‘Freedom	Bound’	 in	which	

each	block	tells	a	story	of	a	
slave’s	 journey	North	away	
from	 the	 plantation	 where	

she	was	born,	 it	 shows	you	
how	deeply	we	are	all	bound	
by	and	through	this	art	form.”

QUILT SHOW: Some	
12,000	attendees	
turned	out	for	show
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Sisters firefighters install quilts on the side of Stitchin’ Post.
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CUSTOM HOMES • RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PROJECTS

Serving the Sisters Area Since 1976
Strictly Quality 

John P. Pierce 
541-549-9764

CCB# 159020  CCB# 16891

Becke W.   ierce 
General Contracting LLC 

541-647-0384
CCB# 190689

Arne J.   ierce 
General Contracting LLC 

541-668-0883
CCB# 208020
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WOODLAND PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
Upscale new neighborhood is the epitome of charming Sisters!

778 S. Wrangler, Sisters $544,500

Sally L. & Dan JACOBSON
Real Estate Brokers

541-678-2232

Perfect for vacation, full-time living or AirBnB. Room for all your 

family and friends. 1,860 sq. ft., master on the main level, 3 

bedrooms and 2.5 baths. Quality construction, many upgrades, 

and low maintenance. Enjoy four-season recreation in Sisters!

Open houses often...
COME ON BY!

Phil Arends
Principal Broker of Sisters Branch
Licensed in the State of Oregon
541.420.9997 | phil.arends@cascadesir.com

B
eautiful 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath, 2-story NW-Style 

contemporary home on 24 secluded acres. 3,810 

sq. � ., gated-entry, off  Fryrear Rd. (between 

Sisters and Bend). Quality construction, tile/carpet, 

2 masters w/walk-in closet, master bath with double 

sinks/tiled shower, soak tub, den/offi  ce, living room, 

greatroom with fi replace, dining area, kitchen w/shaker 

cabinets, island, stainless appliances, granite counter-

tops, pellet stove, utility with washer/dryer. Spectacu-

lar mountain views, landscaping, deck/patio, outdoor 

fi replace, hot tub/spa, water feature, irrigation, security. 

AC, heat pump, shared well, paved drive, 3-car garage. 

$1,995,000. MLS#201806379

Ellen Wood, Broker, GRI, ABR
ellen.wood@cascadesir.com

541-588-0033 | 290 E. Cascade Ave., Sisters

A Giant Among Realtors 
Selling or Buying? Call me.


