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KUCERA: Moving to
be closer to young
son in Midwest

Continued from page 1

and have decided to move
back to the Midwest in order
to be closer to him. I want to
assure you that this decision
to move on is only for per-
sonal reasons.”

Kucera said he is leaving
with a heavy heart because
“of the quality of the commu-
nity — a very competent staff,
a dedicated City Council, and
welcoming citizens.”

Kucera is upbeat about the
condition of the City as he
leaves.

“The City is in great shape
fiscally. We’ve achieved a lot
of our goals, and there’s a lot
more good to come,” he indi-
cated. “Council and staff’s
hard work and dedication
have made this a great city,
and no matter who sits in the
Manager’s office, it will con-
tinue to be a great city. We
have a great team in place and
employees who will make the
transition successful.”

Since Kucera’s announce-
ment, some citizens who have
expressed disappointment that
he was only here one year,
after the City spent thousands
of dollars on a national search
to find a city manager. There
is concern about having to
go through the same process
so soon and spend thousands
more.

. fhere won't be another
costly search. We already
are aware of several
strong candidates.

— Mayor Chuck Ryan

According to Mayor
Chuck Ryan, who is heading
up the process for finding a
replacement, there will be no
national search and no large
expenditures of City funds.
The City will be able to use
the process employed in the
search for Kucera as they
recruit this time.

“I want to assure the citi-
zens there won’t be another
costly search. We already are
aware of several strong candi-
dates,” the Mayor said.

There will also be no
interim City Manager like
there was when Rick Allen
stepped in after the resigna-
tion of Andrew Gorayeb.

At last week’s City Council
meeting, Kucera told Council,
“I see no need for an interim
manager. You have a very tal-
ented staff and the department
heads can handle the day-to-
day operations.” He went on
to explain, “In the long run,
you need a City Manager
to move the ‘chess pieces’

around the board, making sure
all the pieces mesh.”

Kucera also confirmed
that staff is competent to han-
dle existing projects and can
explain them to Council.

He doesn’t anticipate dif-
ficulty in finding a new city
manager, which he encour-
aged Council to do “sooner
rather than later.”

“There is lots of talent
around regionally. The City
is well run, cohesive, and fis-
cally sound. You offer good
compensation,” Kucera told
the Council.

Kucera offered advice for
his replacement: “The new
manager needs to realize there
is a very competent staff.
Don’t mess with them.”

And to Council he offered
this advice: “It’s not fair to
your staff to wait a long time.
Don’t push the work of the
manager off on staff too long.
Develop the right process,
advertise, recruit, interview,
and hire.”

The Council had high
praise for Kucera. Council
President Nancy Connolly
said, “Because of the work
you’ve done here, people
will want to work here ...
You have shown us what an
experienced, capable City
Manager looks like and
what a competent, cohesive
City Council looks like ...
I applaud you for the choice
you are making.”

Councilor Andrea Blum
said that when she attended
a management staff meeting
where they were informed
of Kucera’s departure, they
had all been very compli-
mentary of Kucera. She said,
“I’ve never had such a pleas-
ant experience. Everyone
was very comfortable and
expressed what a pleasure it is
to work here (the City). I went
home feeling so good.” Blum
reiterated that Kucera is “very
highly respected here.”

Kucera expressed his
appreciation for the time he
has spent here.

“My leaving has nothing to
do with the City itself. I had
the best support here that I've
ever had in my career. The
citizenry have been very kind
and pleasant to interact with,*
Kucera said.

His major goal when he
arrived 14 months ago was
to get the City back in a posi-
tive place and he thinks he has
accomplished that.

“When I leave organiza-
tions, I want to leave them
better than when I arrived.”

Kucera is confident Sisters
will have no problem attract-
ing a top-quality city manager
because “the City is really
moving in the right direction
and good candidates recog-
nize good government.”

Kucera will assume his
new position in Wisconsin
as of August 27. His wife,
Sandy, has already secured a
teaching position there.
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ACROSS
1 Actor Johnny
5 In addition
9 Loafer or Oxford
13 Worked as a
crewman
15 Shallow’s
opposite
16 Wee
17 Gem
18 Something
spoken
20 Mountain road
21 Coolidge, to
friends
23 __ on; told the
misdeeds of
24 Vote into office
26 Part of a royal
flush
27 Take back one’s
words
29 Bad smell
32 Burst forth
33 More devious
35 Feminine
pronoun
37 Martial __; judo,
karate, etc.
38 Use one’s
money
39 Comic Carvey
40 Baseball's
Durocher
41 Pile up
42 Take a __ to;
like
43 Fire-breather
45 Playground
equipment
46 Brooks or Ott
47 Not tight
enough
48 Be present at
51 “Cat __ Hot Tin
Roof”
52 Dieter’s
concern: abbr.
55 Abundant;
plentiful
58 Courtroom event
60 Actor Jack __
61 Trick
62 Napped leather
63 Forest animals
64 Celebrity
65 Expanded

DOWN
1 Prescription
label info
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2 Sups
3 District attorney
4 Pigsty
5 Grown-up
6 Allow
7 “Ready, __, goV”
8 Performed
surgery
9 NYC’s __ Island
10 Suggestion
11“__upona
time...”
12 Watched
14 Modestly
clothed
19 Earnhardt or
Petty

22 Read the riot

to; berate

25 Circuits around
the track

27 Genuine

28 Blundered

29 Cursing &
coveting

30 Dining room
light, often

31 Thus

33 Bridge

34 “ _ Miserables”

36 Charles &
Romano
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38 Burns without
flame

39 Speaker’s
platform

41 Representative

42 Parade entries

44 Reforms oneself

45 Family member

47 Ne'er-do-well

48 Up to the task

49 Wrench or
pliers

50 Ankara native

53 Ordered

54 Murdered

56 Pitcher’s delight

57 3rd most-
populous nation:
abbr.

59 Toupee; wig
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EL THIS HAPPY ALL THE TIME: RIDE A BIKE!

FREE TRIVIA NIGHT Wednesdays €15 to FI5 p.m

FREE LIVE MUSIC Fr-‘olags, 5¢t % .

- »
EUROSPORTS

223 E. Hood Ave, Sisters
54-549-24FH © F days a week
Celebrating 28 years

30+ Cm@t Beers
on T&p & Food
Cart Goacrden

SKINCARE FOR TEENS!
Flash Beauty Event!

Saturday, July 28 - Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Mini-facials, makeup, demonstrations, samples.
Educational, fun, PLUS door prizes!
Limited to 6. Only $25 per person. Call to book.
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