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He	stated	he	saw	no	value	
in	participating	in	upcoming	
events	and	felt	unwelcomed	
by	 the	 person	 contracted	 to	
run	the	events.

In	a	May	9	article	in	The 
Nugget,	Garrett	had	indicated	
his	appreciation	for	the	help	
provided	 him	 by	 Shannon	
Rackowski	 to	 go	 forward	
with	the	summer’s	programs,	
particularly	 the	Glory	Daze	
Car	Show,	with	which	he	was	
excited	to	be	involved.

Subsequently,	 the	 car	
show	 and	 the	 Home	 Brew	
Fest	were	cancelled.

There	 have	 been	 numer-
ous	 reports	 of	 a	 disconnect	
between	Garrett	and	members	
of	 the	 SPRD	 staff.	 Despite	
this,	the	scheduled	GNW	run-
ning	camp	in	June	was	a	rous-
ing	success	and	the	ongoing	
summer	day	camps	for	chil-
dren	are	doing	well,	running	
near	capacity.

Following	 a	 series	 of	
unsa t i s fac tory 	 in terac-
tions	 between	 Garrett	 and	
Rackowski , 	 Rackowski	
cancelled	 her	 contract	 with	
SPRD	 to	 produce	 the	 com-
munity	 luau	 in	 August.	
Garrett	 reportedly	 had	 said	
on	several	occasions	he	had	
Hawaiian	friends	who	could	
do	 it.	 Garrett	 was	 directed	
by	the	Board	of	Directors	to	
come	up	with	a	plan	for	 the	
luau	to	present	at	the	July	10	
Board	meeting.	At	an	earlier	
date,	 then	 Board	 President	
Bob	Keefer	had	stated	to	The 
Nugget	there	would	be	a	luau.

When	 asked	 for	 his	 plan	
on	July	10,	Garrett	denied	he	
had	agreed	to	have	a	plan	and	
asserted	 it	 would	 not	 have	
been	 possible	 to	 pull	 one	
together	in	a	week’s	time.	His	
interaction	with	current	Board	
President	Jeff	Tryens	became	
elevated	and	agitated.	When	
Tryens	 told	Garrett	 to	“stop	
yelling	at	me	or	 I	will	have	
to	ask	you	to	leave,”	Garrett	
stood	 up,	 put	 on	 his	 hat,	
picked	up	his	papers,	continu-
ing	to	respond	to	Tryens,	and	
exited	 the	 room,	 slamming	
the	door.

The	following	day,	Garrett	
failed	 to	 appear	 at	work	 or	
call	 to	 say	 he	 wouldn’t	 be	
in.	No	one	knew	his	where-
abouts.	On	Friday,	 July	 13,	
he	 tendered	his	 resignation,	
which	was	 accepted	 by	 the	
Board.	 His	 resignation	 is	
effective	July	27	and	he	is	on	
administrative	leave	until	that	
time.	 The	 Board	 has	 asked	
him	 to	 prepare	 some	 status	
reports	during	that	time	and	to	
not	enter	the	SPRD	building.

Negotiations	are	currently	
underway	 regarding	a	 sepa-
ration	 agreement	 between	
the	 District	 and	 Garrett,	 to	
include	a	waiver	from	Garrett	
of	 all	 claims	 against	 the	
District.

Keefer	 has	 been	 charged	

with	 securing	 an	 interim	
executive	 director	 to	 make	
sure	that	day-to-day	business	
operations	of	the	District	are	
uninterrupted.	Until	that	per-
son	is	on	board,	Tryens	will	
have	 a	 regular	 presence	 at	
SPRD.

“Our	primary	goal	at	this	
time	 is	 to	 seamlessly	 serve	
the	community,”	Tryens	said.

He	went	 on	 to	 acknowl-
edge	 the	 hard	 work	 of	 the	
staff,	who	he	said	“has	done	a	
lot	of	business	as	usual	given	
difficult	circumstances.	We’re	
going	to	work	this	out.”

Tryens	also	indicated	that	
an	 announcement	 regarding	
whether	or	not	 the	luau	will	
take	place	would	be	made	at	
the	end	of	this	week.	

SPRD: Board	chair		
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Going to school...

Our primary goal at  

this time is to seamlessly 

serve the community.

— Jeff Tryens

Are you the one they 
desperately need when 

their computer crashes?
Hey TECH GURU: Use the Nugget’s classifi ed ad 

category, Computers & Communications,  

to get the word out about your services and 

expertise. Just $2 per line the fi rst week, 

$1.50 per line on repeat weeks. 

And it goes online at no extra charge! 
Placement deadline is Monday before noon, 

at 541-549-9941 or nuggetnews.com.
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Tasty THURSDAY
July 19, 5-7 p.m. 

Jones of Washington Winery

LIVE MUSIC
Sat., July 21, 6-8 p.m. | Mark Conklin

Advertising in � e Nugget works! 
Call Patti Jo or Vicki today, 541-549-9941

Advertising in 
  The Nugget Works!

As a Nugget advertiser since 2011, the combined 

skills of the graphic design team always amazes 

me, how they take my words and ideas and 

put together a beautiful advertisement! � e 

results of those ads, plus my dedication to 

off ering the best in skincare, has allowed me 

to add a second esthetician to Essentials, 

as well as a second well-appointed facial 

room.  Karey Christopherson and I are both 

equally passionate about Éminence Organic 

products, about the health, beauty and protection of our clients’ skin, PLUS our 

continuing education. We off er the latest in advanced esthetics and treatments. 

Watch for our Nugget ads, in special health issues as well as our crossword 

section ads every other week. � ank you, Nugget readers, for shopping locally 

and supporting a small-town business. 

— Karen Keady, Owner Essentials Skin Care
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