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and participation, including 
Hawaiian and circle dances.

On September 16, every-
one has the opportunity to 
join the local Latino com-
munity at a fiesta to celebrate 
Mexican Independence Day 
at Village Green Park with 
food, music, and sharing of 
cultures.

Paxson is formulating the 
evening of dancing on August 
15, and Wendy Birnbaum 
is working with the Latino 
community to create the 
September 16 fiesta. The 
three women are working 
supportively together on all 
of the events.

The main goal when the 
women started out was to pro-
vide opportunities for com-
munity building by creating 
events designed to be interac-
tive, rather than passive, like 
lectures and concerts. The 
rhythm and song event on 
July 19 will highlight musi-
cians of different colors, cul-
tures, and sounds who will 
participate right along with 
community members.

A factor identified during 
the recent visioning process 
is that the local Latino com-
munity, numbering 25-30 
families, would like to be 
more included in the Sisters 
community. They have been 
coming up with ideas for 
how to more fully embrace 
the community. It is hoped 
that as the Latino community 
gets involved in the rhythm 
and dancing events, everyone 
will join in the September 16 
fiesta.

“Our desire is to create a 
convergence of nonverbal 
interactive events where we 
can gather all of the com-
munity together in inclusion-
ary, non-threatening ways,” 
Birnbaum summarized.

Musicians who will share 
their talents and instru-
ments at the July 19 rhythm 
and song evening include: 
Maggie Johnson, silver 
flute; Cameron and Tree, 
gongs, singing bowls, and 
song; Kirk Olsen, African 
guitar; Shannon Mokuahi 
Rackowski ,  t radi t ional 
Hawaiian instruments and 
dance; Katie Cavanaugh, 
Native American flute; and 
Annemarie Crosier, African 
drum, song, and dance. There 
may be additional musicians 
sharing accordion music and 
ukuleles.

Many hands make light 
work, and that is the spirit 
behind these events geared 
toward participatory events 
that can be enjoyed by every-
one, whether they choose 
to join in or observe. The 
hoped-for result is a healthy, 
interconnected community 

coming together for fun and 
relationship building.

Winnwalker described the 
meetings held to plan these 
programs as being “collab-
orative, with everyone sup-
porting each other.” Program 
committee member Birnbaum 
described the process: “It has 
been such a joy to get to know 
everybody.” And Paxson 
pointed out, “Fun and Wendy 
go together.”

Fire Chief Roger Johnson 
is supporting the events by 
providing “security” in the 
form of fire department per-
sonnel for all three gatherings.

Melvin’s by Newport 
Avenue Market will provide 
the free dinner, planning to 
feed 200 people with hot 
dogs, salads, cookies, lemon-
ade and water.

The partners for the 
July 19 event include the 
Ford Family Foundation, 
Citizens4Community, Sisters 
Park & Recreation District, 
Melvin’s by Newport Avenue 
Market, Umbala Creations 
and Earthtones Northwest. 

The organizers wish to offer 
a special thanks to Suttle Tea 
and Garth and Kit Tosello for 
serving as their official meet-
ing place for their many plan-
ning sessions.

The evening is casual, so 
dress comfortably to enable 
freedom of movement. Bring 
lawn chairs or blankets to sit 
on. Dogs are welcome, but 
organizers request that they 
be leashed. No alcoholic bev-
erages are allowed in the park.

GATHERING: Three 

events are planned to 

bring Sisters together
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Program committee members for Let’s Play, Let’s Dance, Let’s Celebrate 
try out rhythm instruments that will be available at the July 19 rhythm and 
song event in Village Green Park. From left, Jodi Winnwalker, Jane Paxson, 
Wendy Birnbaum, and helper Greg Wheeler. 
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Our desire is to create a 

convergence of nonverbal 

interactive events  

where we can gather  

all of the community  

together in inclusionary,  

non-threatening ways.

— Wendy Birnbaum

CREEK-FRONT CUSTOM HOME

474 E. Wapato Loop, Sisters • $850,000 
Stunning custom home on Whychus Creek! 2,672 sq. feet, 4 bedrooms, 
4 baths, fi replace, and jacuzzi tub in master. Double-sided rock fi re-
place in greatroom/den. Chef’s kitchen, custom cabinets, slate fl oors, 
and much more! Close to trails. Absolute Paradise! MLS# 201804609
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CentralOregonPE@Yahoo.com
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Hansbrough
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50 SW Bond, Ste 1, Bend, Oregon
Licensed Broker in the State of Oregon

Gentleman’s farm organized to give you time 

to enjoy life! Great property for an equestrian or 

someone wanting to enjoy the country lifestyle! 

10 minutes from Bend. Includes 2 homes, 

indoor and outdoor riding arenas, 14 stalls, 

grooming area, tackroom, irrigated paddocks, 

pastures and hay fi eld. The home’s open plan 

was recently updated with energy-saving and 

creature-comfort fi xtures. Whether entertain-

ing or snuggled in front of the fi replace, this is 

a great place to call home. (Waldron Trail is off  

Innes Market. Innes Market is off  Hwy. 20, 5 miles 

east of Sisters.)

65922 Waldron Trail, Bend
$2,275,000

Jonathan Hicks

Broker 

865-335-6104

goodsellandhickssellcentralor.com
LICENSED BROKERS IN THE STATE OF OREGON

— Serving all of Central Oregon — 

Sandy Goodsell

Principal Broker 
ABR, CDPE, CIAS, GRI, SRES

541-480-0183

Phil Arends
Principal Broker of Sisters Branch
Licensed in the State of Oregon
541.420.9997 | phil.arends@cascadesir.com

B
eautiful 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath, 2-story NW-Style 

contemporary home on 24 secluded acres. 3,810 

sq. � ., gated-entry, off  Fryrear Rd. (between 

Sisters and Bend). Quality construction, tile/carpet, 

2 masters w/walk-in closet, master bath with double 

sinks/tiled shower, soak tub, den/offi  ce, living room, 

greatroom with fi replace, dining area, kitchen w/shaker 

cabinets, island, stainless appliances, granite counter-

tops, pellet stove, utility with washer/dryer. Spectacu-

lar mountain views, landscaping, deck/patio, outdoor 

fi replace, hot tub/spa, water feature, irrigation, security. 

AC, heat pump, shared well, paved drive, 3-car garage. 

$1,995,000. MLS#201806379


