26

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 The Nugget Newspaper, Sisters, Oregon

The people behind The Nugget...

Craig Rullman has a var-
ied curriculum vitae: bucka-
roo in the Nevada Outback,
United States Marine, and
law enforcement officer.
Through it all, though, he’s
always been a writer.

As it does for most writ-
ers, the proclivity for the
written word came early, and
it came through a love of
reading: “Since | can remem-
ber,” Rullman says. “Since
I remember being mad that
they weren’t teaching me to
read yet in school.

“I was blessed because
my parents always encour-
aged us to read. There were
always books around, and
no TV. Except for baseball.
There was always time for
baseball.”

After a stint in the deeply
rewarding but atrociously
low-paying world of the tra-
ditional Nevada buckaroo,
Rullman served in the U.S.
Marine Corps, where he was
deployed at sea and in the
Middle East (between con-
flicts in that troubled region).
He served on the Santa
Barbara Police Department as
a patrol officer, detective and
SWAT team leader, before
retiring from that position
and heading north to Sisters,
Oregon.

There, he turned his atten-
tion to his writing, and made
inquiries at The Nugget.

“I’d been working on my
blog and knocking a lot of
rust off, and I thought, well,
if you’re not writing for an
audience, you might as well
be keeping a diary.”

Rullman started writing
a column, The Bunkhouse
Chronicle, and writing fea-
tures and some news stories,
particularly during the elec-
tion for Deschutes County
Sheriff. He has also been pub-
lished in Range Magazine and
earned a third-place award for
Best Profile/Interview from
the Nevada Press Association.

Rullman says that his
favorite feature was one he
wrote for The Nugget on
Western artist, buckaroo and
saddlemaker Len Babb, who
has held several exhibits in
Sisters in the past couple of
years. Not content to conduct
a phone interview, Rullman
went to Babb’s studio in
Paisley, Oregon, to meet
the artist, who immediately
knew that Rullman had spent
time in the saddle himself.
The reporter considered the
opportunity a rare privilege
and it was the start of an
ongoing friendship.

“He was always kind of a
legend in my head,” Rullman
reflected. “For some people it
would be like you got invited
to Waylon Jennings’ house,
you know?”

Rullman has also been

moved by his experience !

writing profiles of several
local veterans.

“I really enjoy talking with
those guys,” he said.

A particular standout was
profiling longtime Sisters
businessman Bob Grooney
for The Nugget’s Sisters
Oregon Guide. Grooney was
a 16-year-old Marine on Iwo
Jima, where Rullman’s grand-
father flew as a Marine Corps
gunner. Grooney had trav-
eled back to Iwo Jima and
returned with a memento that
he shared with the writer.

“That guy gave me Iwo
Jima beach sand in a bottle,”
Rullman said. “It’s like get-
ting a piece of the true cross.
At least for jarheads it is.”

Rullman’s columns reflect
his wide range of interests
and experiences — history,
ranching, gardening, baseball,
horses, and firearms. They
are sometimes controversial.

“Craig’s work can stir
people up,” said Editor in
Chief Jim Cornelius. “I have
had many people tell me that
The Bunkhouse Chronicle
is their favorite thing in the
paper and the first thing they
turn to in each edition. Other
people would rather never see
it in print again. I think that
reflects a vivid voice, and
Craig’s outlook is kind of 100
proof. He’s also not easy to
pin down and put in a box,
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Craig Rullman, center, with Cols. Mayfield and Sanikidze in Hohenfels,
Germany. Rullman was invited to embed with U.S. Marines on a training
operation with Georgian military personnel, which he reported on in his
Bunkhouse Chronicle column in 2016.

which I think is great.”

“I think it’s a colum-
nist’s job to be provocative,”
Rullman said.

The columnist is suspi-
cious of political and cultural
orthodoxies, and enjoys prod-
ding them.

“It’s so binary that some-
times you need something
that disassociates from party
shills and hacks and looks for
a third way,” he said.

Rullman says that draw-
ing occasional hostile fire for
his columns in his hometown
doesn’t bother him.

“l grew up in a town
smaller than Sisters,” he
said. “If you look at my

professional career, it’s all
been a small town of one kind
or another.”

There’s nothing more
“small town” than a Marine
Corps infantry platoon or
a squad room in a police
department, no matter how
big the city, Rullman says.

“Those can be intensely
pressurized environments that
I think more or less kind of
armors you to whether some-
body likes this column,” he
said.

And he takes to heart the
creators’ caution that it is
best not to take to heart either

See RULLMAN on page 29

Now you can help The Nugget
continue its journalistic mis

advertisers in bringing The Nugget
to Sisters — for free — every week!

Make a financial contribution
to keep professional community
journalism thriving in Sisters...

Visit NuggetNews.com, stop by the office at
442 E. Main Ave. (Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri), call
us at 541-549-9941, or drop a check in the mail.
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Three easy ways to support community journalism:
* Complete the form below and mail today

e Call 541-549-9941 and pay by credit card

¢ Go to NuggetNews.com to contribute online

(1 $50/year Supporting Subscription
1 $100/year Sustaining Subscription
Other Contribution
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[J Check enclosed [ Please charge my credit card
Visa/MasterCard Exp.__/__ Security Code ___

Mail to: The Nugget, PO Box 698, Sisters, OR 97759



