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Former Outlaws shine on college diamonds

By Tom Mauldin

Correspondent

A pair of former Sisters
High School softball players
have added their names to the
list of ex-Outlaws who have
made an impact for their col-
lege softball teams.

Walla Walla Community
College freshman Amanda
Smith and College of Idaho
junior Haylie Hudson are
playing key roles in the suc-
cess of their teams this spring.

Smith, a 6-1 left-handed
pitcher and right-handed hit-
ter, has made an immedi-
ate impact at WWCC. She
is second in the Northwest
Athletic Conference in home
runs, with 17 (one behind
the leader). The Warriors are
35-11 overall and tied for sec-
ond with a 23-7 record in the
NWAC'’s East Region.

Hudson, a right-handed
pitcher and a left-handed
hitter, is the Coyotes’ closer
and in 12 innings has posted
a career-best 3.71 ERA.
COI finished the season
22-23 overall and 11-16
in the Cascade Collegiate
Conference.

COI Head Coach Al
Mendiola pointed out that the
closer role is a difficult one.
Closers often are brought
into the game with runners
on base or to face the other
team’s top hitter. “It’s not an
easy role,” said the long-time
coach.

“She has been successful
because she now knows her
role and has accepted her role
on the staff,” said Mendiola.
“She seems more confident
when she is in the circle, and
she doesn’t try do too much.”

As an Outlaw, Hudson
was a starter when healthy.
She suffered two severe knee
injuries that limited her soft-
ball time to less than two full
seasons at SHS. Only recently
at COI has she been playing
without a bulky knee brace.

Like all pitchers, Hudson
wants innings — and a lot of
them. Closers don’t get many
innings.

In a recent game
against Oregon Institute of
Technology, Hudson was
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brought in primarily to face
one batter — Tara Moates,
arguably the top hitter in the
CCC. She induced Moates
to groundout and end an OIT
threat.

“It has taken me time
to understand how my role
impacts the team, but I have
begun to realize that it is
an important aspect that is
needed,” said Hudson.

Smith was recently named
NWAC Player of the Week
for the last week of March
when she drove in 16 runs
as WWCC went 4-2. Though
she has made a pair of starts
including a shutout, she also
has been used in the closer
role and has responded
impressively.

Twice recently in one-run
WWCC leads, Smith came
in to pitch with the tying run
on third and no outs. Relying
on her downward movement
pitches, those runners did not
score and WWCC picked up
a pair of wins.

“She gets better each
week,” said Warrior Pitching

Coach Tom Mauldin. “If she
continues to display the type
of work ethic she’s shown this
year, she’ll certainly develop
into one of the NWAC’s top
pitchers.”

But while her pitching is
opening eyes, her hitting has
been making headlines.

In 45 games, Smith is hit-
ting .374 with 17 homers and
54 runs batted in. She has a
three-homer game and in
one game, homered twice in
the first inning. In 15 games
pitching, she is 2-3 with a
pair of saves, a 4.63 ERA and
in 39 innings has struck out
30 batters.

“Her work ethic has
increased as she has had suc-
cess and has seen how putting
in extra time is paying off
for her,” said WWCC Head
Coach Justin Speer. “Amanda
has no doubt been an impact
player for us. She really
brings a lot things to help our
program have success.”

A three-time all-Sky-Em
Conference player, Smith said
she loves being part of the
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MONTHLY SYMPOSIUM IN SISTERS

Archaeology and Science
at the Paisley Caves

Dr. Dennis Jenkins

Dr. Luther Cressman’s 1938-1940
excavations at the Paisley Caves
in Oregon found evidence
suggesting that people lived
there 12,000 to 15,000 years
ago. This colorful PowerPoint

presentation explains the scientific processes and results of ongoing
research at the Paisley Caves, with up-to-date information about the
evidence for the pre-Clovis interaction of humans with Pleistocene

plants and animals in the high desert.

Tuesday, May 22
At The Belfry, 302 E. Main Ave., Sisters

One-hour lecture begins at 7 p.m.

Doors open at 6 p.m. for community hour!
Admission: $5;
Science Club Annual Donors,
Teachers and Students - FREE

&

Bring your curiosity and an appetite for food, drink & knowledge!

Warrior soft-
ball program.
“I love
being on the
Warrior soft-
ball team
because the
competition
is at a differ-
ent level than I
have ever seen,
and constantly
forces me to
push myself
and become a
better player,”
said Smith. “I
love my role,
and being
able to pick
my team up
helps me keep

myself up at
the same time.
Letting them
know that their
hard work does not go unno-
ticed inspires me to work
harder. Being able to form a
bond with these girls inspires
me to better myself every
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Haylie Hudson is a closer.

Hudson, who was a three-
sport athlete at SHS, has
pitched 12 innings and has a
3.71 ERA. She is 1-1 with a

day, on and off the field. ” See SOFTBALL on page 20
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Volunteer Fair

14 Organizations * Varicly of Opportunities * Something for Everyone

Saturday, May 19th from 10am to 2pm
Sisters Park & Rec: 1750 W McKinney Butte Road
*Food, Music & Fun Provided™*

Looking for that perfect volunteer
opportunity?

* Want to make an impact in your
community?

Learn about one-time and

* ongoing opportunities.

' Find your fit and interests close

to home for individual, group and
family volunteer opportunties.
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- State-of-the-art
Security Technology

- Sizes from 5x5 to 12x40
« Individual Gate Codes

- Long-term Discounts

- On-site Manager



