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It’s flea and tick
season in Sisters

Spring seems to have
finally arrived in Sisters. The
little green buds on the trees
outside have blossomed, daf-
fodils have bloomed, and
the air is getting warm. And
along with spring come fleas
and ticks.

Ticks are running rampant
right now (see “Beware of
ticks in Sisters forests,” The
Nugget, April 18, page 1).
Protecting your furry friends
against internal and external
parasites (fleas and ticks) is
important for their health.

You can find ticks
throughout Sisters in wooded
areas, near rivers, and where
deer winter. And in Sisters
folks love to hike in those
areas with their dogs. Just the
name tick can sound scary,
and some of those parasites
can cause Lyme disease. But
what is a tick?

Ticks are not insects. They
are arachnids, and like their
relative the spider, they have
eight legs when they reach
adulthood. Life begins as an
egg, and then ticks develop
through different stages
before reaching maturity.

Goudarz Molaei, a
research scientist at the
Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment Station, gets a
little more specific: Ticks do
not jump. They do not fly,
and they do not drop from
trees. To survive, ticks must
eat the blood of mammals,
birds, reptiles, or amphibians.

Pulling your socks over
your pants while hiking can
be enough to deter ticks
when you’re outside, but
Rover probably doesn’t wear
clothing, so you’ll need to
take extra measures to pro-
tect him from these annoying
pests.

The key to prevention is
keeping your pooch from
being exposed to ticks. Since
ticks are found in grassy,
wooded, and sandy areas,
they find their way onto an
animal by climbing to the
top of a leaf, blade of grass,
or short trees. Here they wait
until their sensors detect an
approaching mammal on
the which to crawl or drop.
Keeping your pets from
thick underbrush reduces
their exposure to ticks. Dogs
should be kept on trails when

walking with their pet parent.

Adult ticks are often vis-
ible to the naked eye, so you
may spot them on short-
haired dogs. But with longer-
haired dogs, it’s best to do a
thorough inspection with a
flea comb.

If you notice that a tick
has already managed to latch
on to your furry friend, you
can remove the pest by using
a pair of tweezers or a tick-
removal tool by grabbing on
to the insect and getting as
close to the skin’s surface
as possible. Get a firm grip,
but don’t squeeze too tightly,
and pull out slowly. Going
too fast can result in part of
the tick being left behind in
your dog’s skin. Once it’s
removed, don’t just step on
the tick. Placing it in rubbing
alcohol is the most effective
way to kill it, according to
PetMD.

And if you’ve noticed
that Rover has been scratch-
ing lately, fleas are a likely
culprit.

Did you know that in her
brief 50-day lifespan, a single
flea can lay more than 2,000
eggs?

Fleas are insects that can
start your dog scratching
with just one bite. They have
exceptional jumping skills,
leaping vertically up to seven
inches to hop on a host to
feed and lay their eggs!

And fleas are masters of
their universe. They can hide
in a forest of pet hairs until
your furry friend has more
than just a couple.

And one way to check
for fleas is to look for black
specks on your furry friend
or in his bed. The specks are
fecal matter from adult fleas,
and if you add the specks to a
wet paper towel the particles
will turn red.

There’s a variety of prod-
ucts available to combat these
pests, so ask your veterinar-
ian which one is best for your
dog. Start early, as preventing
ticks and fleas from becom-
ing a problem is far easier
than dealing with a major flea
infestation. Get into the habit
of regularly checking your
dog for ticks. Ticks are typi-
cally found around the head,
on the ears, neck, chest and
forelegs — although they can
be found anywhere. Usually
it is easier to find them by
feeling for them instead of
looking depending on how
long your dog’s coat is.
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Ollie loves going on trails.
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The Nugget Newspaper Crossword

ACROSS
1 Tub
4 Arctic abode
9 __ hooky; skip
school
13 Clock’s sound
14 No longer small
15 Ascend
16 City in Texas
17 Duchess or
countess
19 “Grand __
Opry”
20 Role for Heston
21 __ up; speaks
frankly
22 Gets closer to
24 Prefix for fix or
fabricated
25 Jot down
27 Lacking any
vegetation
30 Sudden and
sharp, as pain
31 Compassion
33 By way of
35 Tiny veggies
36 Finger or toe
37 Horn’s sound
38 __ up and took
notice; began to
pay attention
39 Kitchen
appliance
40 Waltz or twist
41 Kathmandu
resident
43 Prepared
taters
44 Falsehood
45 Warm jacket
46 Walk away with
49 Dried fruit
51 Org. for Nets
and Nuggets
54 Trial’'s written
record
56 Abel's dad
57 Smallest
continent: abbr.
58 Misrepresent
59 Sandwich shop
60 Wagers
61 Brief period of
time
62 Bizarre

= This Week’s Crossword Sponsors

By Jacqueline E. Mathews, Tribune News Service

n
w

.1 10 11 12

13

16

19

Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 5/16/18
DOWN
1 Small bottle
2 Emphasize
3 Fight result, for
short
4 Pay no mind to
5 Disgusting
6 Part of the ear
7 Hooters
8 Dollar bill
9 Fitting
10 Citrus fruit
11 Strong __ ox
12 Cravings
13 Four halves
18 Fret
20 Partner
23 Dines L|L S
24 Treaty
25 Afternoon rests
26 Indian or Arctic
27 Cheese often
served with
fruit
28 Fair; impatrtial
29 Female relative
31 Skirt for Twiggy
32 “Last one in’s a
rotten __I”

— Last Week’s Puzzle Solved —
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34 Made fun of 47
36 Valley

37 Lie in the sun
39 Train tracks
40 Be bold

42 Sows

43 Fireplace shelf
45 Student

46 Pierce

__-blue; loyal

48 Vane direction

49 Get ready, for
short

50 Irritate

52 Shiny on top

53 French friend

55 NBC rival

56 Commotion
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At Greg Wieland L.Ac. | 28 yrs. experience
g 541-549-1523 | 352 E. Hood Ave., Ste. E

BANR ENTERPRISES, LLC

CONSULT | CONSTRUCT | COMPLETE
EARTHWORK ® UTILITIES * GRADING * ROCK WALLS * SNOW REMOVAL
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL CONTRACTOR CCB: 165122

WWW.BANR.NET | 541-549-6977

Budget Blinds is Sisters #1 provider of
custom window coverings. We do it all
for you; design, measure and install.

Bl BUDGET
B BLINDS

Style and service for every budget

Save up to 25%

on select window coverings

541-788-8444
BudgetBlinds.com

Blinds ® Shutters ® Shades
Drapes ® Home Automation




