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and that’s a plus consider-
ing how difficult it is to find 
affordable housing for many 
families in our town. We are 
looking forward to renew-
ing the contract over the next 
two years,” Sisters Habitat 
Cons t ruc t ion  Manager 
Darleene Snider said. 

Ayala applied for the 
Habitat  homeownership 
program in 2016, and after 
she was accepted she has 
been working on sweat-
equity hours by working at 
the Thrift Store. All future 
homeowners complete 500 
hours of work before moving 
into their home. These hours 
are earned by working at the 
stores, attending classes and 
working at the actual home. 

Through  in te rp re te r 
and family partner Suriana 
Iverson, Ayala told the crowd 
how proud and grateful she 
was and thankful to the stu-
dents, volunteers and her 
employer, Greg Willitts. 
She and her children have 
lived in Sisters for nearly 10 
years and she is employed 
at FivePine Lodge and 
Conference Center. 

“Today we will create the 
exterior box that will become 
a home,” Walker said. 

Walker gathered the stu-
dents and other support-
ers together, making sure 
everyone had hard hats and 
gave step-by-step direc-
tions for raising the walls. 
Within 20 minutes, all exte-
rior walls were up and a loud 
“YouthBuild” cheer was 
heard. 
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removed.
The project area includes 

11.5 miles of Highway 20 
beginning at the city of 
Sisters and travelling north-
west and a 1-mile section 
southeast of Sisters. The trees 
would be felled and removed. 
Ultimately the trees would be 
utilized for forest products, 
the Forest Service reports.

The problem began devel-
oping from 2013 to 2015 
when an herbicide named 
Perspective was used along 
the highway corridor, within 
the Oregon Department of 
Transportation’s right of way, 
to remove brush.

The herbicide harmed 
Ponderosa pines and other 
trees in the area where it was 
applied.

As the trees began show-
ing distress and started dying 
in 2014, the Forest Service 
and Oregon Department 
of Transportation (ODOT) 
conducted a joint analysis 

to determine the cause. The 
analysis indicated that the 
manufacturer of the herbi-
cide Perspective, originally 
stated it may harm suscepti-
ble trees, but the label did not 
say it specifically it would 
harm ponderosa pine trees. 
However, in 2012, additional 
language on the manufactur-
er’s label was added specifi-
cally stating it would damage 
ponderosa pine trees. ODOT 
has discontinued use of 
Perspective where trees are 
growing. 

During the felling of the 
trees, which might occur as 
early as this fall, flaggers 
would be used as necessary 
to maintain safety along the 
highway and travelers might 
experience some delays.

Those in teres ted  in 
learning more about the 
Highway 20  Cor r idor 
Public Safety Project should 
contact Michael Keown, 
Sisters Ranger District 
Environmental Planner at 
541-549-7735. Comments 
will be taken for 30 days and 
can be made through mail, 
in person, or via email at 
comments-pacificnorthwest-
deschutes-sisters@fs.fed.us. 

DYING TREES: Herbicide 
killed hundreds of 

trees in corridor
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The Forest Service is planning to remove potentially hazardous dead or 
dying trees along Highway 20 as early as this fall. The trees began dying in 
2014 after a herbicide was applied along the highway that turned out to be 
harmful to ponderosa pine trees.
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