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his writing, Steber has been 
awarded the Western Writers 
of America Spur Award for 
Best Western Novel, Inde-
pendent Publishers Award for 
Best Regional Fiction, West-
ern Heritage Award, Benjamin 
Franklin Award, Mid-America 
Publishers Award, Oregon 
Library Association Award, 
and Oregon Literary Arts 
Award. Three of his books 
have been optioned to movie 
production companies.

Steber’s books are exciting 
contemporary stories and his-
torical documentaries about 
the American West and people 
otherwise forgotten. His sto-
ries contain honest character 
descriptions and vivid land-
scape detail.

In addition to his writing, 
Steber is an engaging Western 
personality, and has the unique 
ability to make his characters 
come alive as he tells a story. 
He has spoken at national and 
international conferences. He 
particularly enjoys visiting 
schools where he talks to stu-
dents about the importance of 

education, developing read-
ing and writing skills, and 
impressing upon them the 
value of saving our history for 
future generations. 

Before discovering that 
what he really wanted to do 
was write, Steber earned a 
degree in economics from 
Southern Oregon University 
and lived for a short time in 
Portland. He now owns his 
own publishing company in 
Prineville, Bonanza Publish-
ing, that releases all his work.

Steber has two sons, Sen-
eca and Dusty, and lives 
near Prineville, Oregon. He 
writes in a cabin in the tim-
bered foothills of the Ochoco 
Mountains.

Copies of his books will 
be available for sale Tuesday 
night beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
The society still has available 
for sale a limited number of 
books having to do with the 
Sisters area. There will also 
be two special raffle prizes 
offered by Sisters businesses 
as a fundraiser for the histori-
cal society.

Steber ’s presentation 
marks the final Fireside Sto-
ries evening this year and 
the Three Sisters Historical 
Society is already planning 
next year’s series for January 
through March 2019.
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Spring is officially here; 
however with the cold 
mornings one might think 
its months away. With the 
new season comes “Spring 
Fever.” If you are planning 
on purchasing a home in this 
year and want to be competi-
tive with your offer, now is 
the best time to consider get-
ting pre-approved. 

The prospect of buying 
a home is exciting, and it’s 
certainly fun to look at home 
listings on the Internet. But 
without knowing what you 
can afford, you are essen-
tially walking into a blind 
home search, usually leading 
to wasted time. This is the 
main reason obtaining a pre-
approval is so important. The 
process offers a you a guide-
line for what you can afford 
as well as a competitive edge 
when making an offer. Few 
experiences are more frus-
trating than falling in love 
with a home that’s for sale 
and then discovering you 
can’t afford it. When you 
have an idea of how much 
you can afford before buying 
a home, the search for a new 
place becomes a lot more 
exciting. You’ll know that 
every house you visit can 
potentially be yours.

Your Realtor greatly 
appreciates a pre-approved 
buyer. A Realtor will help 

you find the perfect house 
in your price range, thereby 
saving you time. The pre-
approval process allows for 
your Realtor to narrow and 
focus the search to find your 
perfect home. It also helps 
to speed up any negotiation 
process that may ensue with 
your offer. In a time where 
several offers may come in 
on your dream home, your 
pre-approval identifies you 
as a credible buyer. Astute 
sellers will only accept offers 
from buyers who have a pre-
approval in hand verified 
buy a local lender. 

The best things in life 
are free, and that certainly 
extends to pre-approval let-
ters. Pre-approvals are 100 
percent free; there is no cost 
to go through the process. As 
the seasons pass the hous-
ing market will turn as hot 
as a scorching summer day, 
so why not go for it? The 
benefits outweigh the risks 
— because there really are 
no risks. At the end of the 
day a pre-approval takes all 
the guesswork out of your 
home-buying experience, 
allowing you greater pur-
chasing power in finding the 
right home for you and your 
family.

Why get pre-approved?
By Matt Ingram
Guest Columnist

Commentary...

cemeteries on Betio. When 
the war ended, a military 
graves registration company 
returned to conduct recovery 
operations. In 1949, a mili-
tary review board declared 
Lyle’s remains unrecoverable.

Many of the Tarawa 
remains were disinterred, then 
buried on the island in what 
was called the Lone Palm 
Cemetery while awaiting 
movement to the U.S. They 
were disinterred again and 
after ID efforts failed, bur-
ied at the National Memorial 
Cemetery of the Pacific in 
Honolulu, also known as the 
Punchbowl.

The case file on Lyle 
Charpilloz indicates now that 
some of his remains were 
interred in the Punchbowl 
at that time under the label 
Tarawa Unknown X-5.

In May 2014, History 
Flight headed for Betio to 
continue recovery opera-
tions, in partnership with the 
DPAA. More remains were 
recovered, including from 
a site where Charpilloz was 
believed to have been bur-
ied, although there is confu-
sion as to whether he was 
buried in Cemetery 26 or  
Cemetery 33.

The newly discovered 
remains were sent to the 
DPAA lab for analysis.

In October 2016, the 
D PA A b e g a n  e x h u m -
ing 94 sets of unknown 
Tarawa remains buried at 
the Punchbowl, including 
Unknown X-5. Based on 
recovery context and shared 
DNA, the remains were 
consolidated with what was 
recovered by History Flight.

About a year later, a DNA 
reference sample arrived from 
Salem, Oregon.

The mitochondrial DNA 
collected from a swab of 
Marie’s cheek matched 
the mitochondrial DNA 
sequences of samples taken 
from the right tibia, right 
collarbone, right shoulder 
blade, both upper arm bones, 
and tooth No. 8 of Tarawa 
Unknown X-5.

Lyle Charpilloz’s name is 
recorded on the Tablets of the 
Missing at the Punchbowl, 
along with others killed or 
lost during World War II. A 
rosette will be placed next 
to it to indicate he has been 
accounted for.

Marie was 13 when the 
telegrams arrived in 1943, the 
first one saying her brother 
had been wounded and the 
second one saying he had 
been killed in action.

The family had no funeral 
or burial for Lyle, no closure, 
not until now, nearly 75 years 
later, and for only Marie.
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Are you the one they 
desperately need when 

their computer crashes?
Hey TECH GURU: Use the Nugget’s classifi ed ad 

category, Computers & Communications,  

to get the word out about your services and 

expertise. Just $2 per line the fi rst week, 

$1.50 per line on repeat weeks. 

And it goes online at no extra charge! 
Placement deadline is Monday before noon, 

at 541-549-9941 or nuggetnews.com.

Jonathan Hicks

Broker 

865-335-6104

goodsellandhickssellcentralor.com
LICENSED BROKERS IN THE STATE OF OREGON

— Serving all of Central Oregon — 

Sandy Goodsell

Principal Broker 
ABR, CDPE, CIAS, GRI, SRES

541-480-0183

LICENSED BROKER IN THE STATE OF OREGON

Winfield Durham, Broker

541-420-9801
625 N. Arrowleaf  Trail, Sisters

Nestled in the Pines
…this gorgeous home is situated 
on 1.25 acres adj. to Forest Service 
land. Custom home features 3,523 
sq. ft. of  living space w/ wood accents 
throughout, granite counters, 
dining area, Acacia wood floors, 
skylights, vlted ceilings, 2 spacious 
bedrooms & 2 masters, walk-in 
closets & 3.5 baths. Inviting living 
room has high vaulted ceilings & a 
woodstove. Potential for a main living area w/ master suite & a rental with 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths & greatroom. Man’s dream garage w/rm for 2 RV’s & lrg.shop $675,000.


