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bird space that functions as 
the “baby bird room” as well 
as the recovery center. The 
center also has a dedicated 
intake room that includes a 
bird-washing tub set up spe-
cifically for waterbirds. 

Outdoor changes saw five 
new aviaries each designed 
and sized for specific bird 
types, from a hummingbird 
house to a large enough avi-
ary for flickers. The center 
now has three waterbird pools 
with filtered and recirculating 
water systems, and a special-
ized swan pool.

In 2014, Wolf became the 
caregiver of a trumpeter swan 
she named Grace, who was 
suffering from a fishing lure 
embedded in its mouth. At 
the time she made use of what 
she had.

“Last year Heart of Oregon 
donated the labor to build one 
of the aviaries for Native Bird 
Care,” Wolf told The Nugget.

In the past Wolf has spe-
cialized in waterbirds, provid-
ing the unique and specialized 
care they needed. 

“I have really expanded 
on my experience and knowl-
edge in songbird care,” she 
said. “I enjoy working with 
these extraordinary birds. The 
big issues with songbirds are 
window strikes and cats. But 
I’ve had good success with 
window injuries when I get 
the bird quick enough.”

In daylight, birds crash 
into windows because they 
see reflections of vegetation 
or see through the glass to 
potted plants or something 
similar on the other side. 

“If you have window 
issues, there are now a wide 
number of solutions avail-
able, from easy and simple 
to professionally designed. 
Retaining a view is now easy 
with certain solutions,” Wolf 
noted.

Spring and summer are 
the busiest time of year for 
bird rehabbers, but even in 
the winter Wolf gets a variety 
of birds, including migrat-
ing waterbirds like loons that 
land in the snow. Each species 

has certain facility and care 
needs, and many are not easy 
to care for. 

From babies to adults 
with injuries, Wolf’s rescue 
center provides care. Often, 
this includes medical care 
— treating wounds, infec-
tions, broken bones, parasite 
infections, concussions, etc. 
Wildlife rehabbers are essen-
tially nurses, paramedics, 
physical therapists, husbandry 
specialists, and mothers — all 
at the same time. Babies get 
raised with food and habitats 
that they need for good devel-
opment: specialty housing, 
diets, flight cages. Birds with 
breaks must be treated and 
the injuries set and wrapped. 
Birds who have been mauled 
by a cat need to have wounds 
washed out, stitched, and go 
on antibiotics. Birds in poor 
condition usually need treat-
ments for parasites. 

Native Bird Care also con-
sults with rescuers over the 
phone, determining if a bird 
needs care or consulting on 
how to renest or reunite with 
a parent. 

“We provide advice on 
protecting birds from win-
dows and cats,” Wolf said. 
“And spend a lot of time out 
relocating geese off buildings, 
capturing the injured, and put-
ting ad-hoc nests up for fami-
lies who have lost theirs to 
wind or raids.

“Caring for birds is chal-
lenging, and some are just 
downright hard. But this work 
is so rewarding. It is amazing 
to get to know a bird at the 
individual level; they are all 
beautiful and unique. Birds 
need our help more than ever 
right now.”

The nativebirdcare.org 
blog and Facebook pages 

have pictures and stories of 
the variety of birds Wolf has 
rescued. 

Baby bird season is just 
around the corner and people 
can do a lot to help birds. 
Native Bird Care has a couple 
of upcoming events for peo-
ple to learn about birds and 
participate in their lives.

On May 6, she will be 
hosting a “High Tea” fund-
raiser for baby bird season. 
And, if you love birds, vol-
unteers are always needed for 
everything from aviaries to 
fundraising.

This coming Saturday, 
April 14, Wolf will be at 
Sisters Feed & Supply for 
their Wild Bird Nesting Talk 
event from 11 a.m. to noon. 
The event will present habi-
tat and nest box ideas for our 
Central Oregon birds. Elise 
will do a quick presenta-
tion on our local birds with 
pictures and video and will 
offer advice on how to cre-
ate a backyard bird haven. 
For more information, con-
tact Native Bird Care at 
www.nativebirdcare.org or 
Sisters Feed & Supply at 
541-549-4151. 
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Grebes in a water pool at Native Bird Care.
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Central Oregon Youth Con-
servation Corps (COYCC) 
is now open to 15-year-olds. 
The Corps provides an oppor-
tunity for youth 15 to 18 years 
old to gain job skills and learn 
more about natural resources, 
while improving public lands 
and reducing the threat of 
wildfires in our community.

Nearly 100 local youth 
will be selected for this com-
petitive summer program and 
earn $10.75 an hour work-
ing 36 hours a week. Hands-
on projects include building 
trails, maintaining fences, pil-
ing hazardous fuels, restoring 
campgrounds and improving 
habitat on the Deschutes and 
Ochoco National Forests and 
the Crooked River National 
Grassland.

The program runs June 25 
through August 16. Youth will 
work nine hours a day Mon-
day through Thursday. Youth 
crews meet daily in Sisters, 

Bend, Redmond, Prineville, 
La Pine, Crescent, Madras, 
and Warm Springs.

“This program is a really 
good way to get a foot in the 
door with all kinds of jobs that 
I didn’t even know existed,” 
said Kevin Perez, who now 
works for Wildland Fire and is 
a two-time graduate of Heart 
of Oregon’s COYCC summer 
program.

Heart of Oregon Corps 
operates the COYCC pro-
gram in partnership with the 
U.S. Forest Service and Cen-
tral Oregon Intergovernmental 
Council. 

Applications must be 
received by May 1, and are 
available online at www.
heartoforegon.org. For more 
information, contact Summer 
Program Coordinator Yancy 
Wilkenfeldt at 541-633-
7834 or Forest Service YCC 
Coordinator Paul Smith at 
541-416-6431.

Conservation corps now 
open to 15-year-olds
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