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SALEM (AP) — The 
Oregon Court of Appeals has 
ruled that dwellings can be 
rebuilt on farmlands regard-
less of when the original 
buildings were removed.

The court overturned a 
decision by Oregon’s Land 
Use Board of Appeals that 
ruled dwellings could only be 
rebuilt if property taxes were 
imposed on the structures 
within the past five years, 
the Capital Press reported 
Wednesday.

The case stems from a 
dispute that occurred after a 
landowner sought to rebuild 
three houses that were 
demolished decades ago on 
farmland near Florence.

Lane County officials 
allowed the construction 
based on a 2013 state bill that 
eased the replacement pro-
cess for farmland buildings 
under the land-use statute.

“The whole purpose of 
the bill was to allow prop-
erty owners to replace dwell-
ings that had been removed, 
in some cases, decades ear-
lier,” Dave Hunnicutt said, 
the executive director of 
Oregonians In Action, a 
property rights group.

Landwatch Lane County, 
a  f a rmland  p re se rva -
tion group, challenged the 
action, leading the land 
board to reverse the county’s  
decision.

Following the appeals 
court decision, the group said 
the court has misconstrued 
the land-use statute, which 
could circumvent the state 
planning goal of preserving 
farmland.

“I would call it devastat-
ing for Oregon farmland,” 
Lauri Segel-Vaccher, the 
group’s legal analyst, said.

Counties may require very 
little evidence that a build-
ing was at a certain loca-
tion, Segel-Vaccher said. The 
group has not yet decided 
whether to challenge the 
decision before the Oregon 
Supreme Court, she said.

Hunnicu t t  sa id  i t ’s 
unlikely that a signifi-
cant number of buildings 
will be constructed under 
the ruling because land-
owners must still demon-
strate the existence of the  
dwellings.

“Most rural land is on par-
cels that have never had farm 
dwellings,” said Hunnicutt.

Court overturns time limit to 
replace farmland buildings

SALEM (AP) — Two 
people whose loved ones 
were shot dead at an Oregon 
shopping mall by a man 
with a stolen assault rifle are 
among chief petitioners of a 
proposed ballot measure that 
calls for firearms to be safely 
stored.

The ini t iat ive,  f i led 
Monday with the secretary 
of state’s office, would also 
require law enforcement to 
be quickly contacted when 
a firearm is lost or stolen, its 
backers said.

“Establishing clear stan-
dards for responsible fire-
arm storage will save lives,” 
said Jenna Yuille, a chief 
petitioner whose mother, 
Cindy Yuille, was killed at 
the Clackamas Town Center 
in 2012. Another chief peti-
tioner, Paul Kemp, lost his 
brother-in-law Steve Forsyth 
in the random attack at the 
mall near Portland by a gun-
man who then committed 
suicide.

If enough signatures 
are gathered for the mea-
sure to go on the November 

ballot, and if it passes, guns 
must be stored with a trig-
ger or cable lock, or be in a 
locked container. If a person 
doesn’t secure the firearm 
as required and it results in 
injury or property damage, 
that person is strictly liable 
for the injury or damage, the 
initiative says.

It also stipulates that any-
one who loans a gun to a 
minor must directly super-
vise the minor’s use of the 
firearm.

It is at least the second 
gun-control measure that 
might go before Oregon vot-
ers. Another one would seek 
to ban assault rifles in the 
state.

To begin the ballot title 
drafting process, chief peti-
tioners must submit 1,000 
sponsorship signatures, the 
secretary of state’s office 
says. 

Campaigners for ballot 
initiatives must gather over 
88,000 signatures by July 6 
to get them on the November 
ballot. 

The “safe gun stor-
age” initiative is the 44th 
and latest to be filed for the 
November election.

Ballot measure sought 
for guns storage
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