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The	Sisters	Cold	Weather	
Shelter	closed	 its	doors	 for	
the	 season	 on	 March	 15,	
despite	continued	snow	and	
cold	temperatures.	With	only	
three	 churches	 agreeing	 to	
house	 the	 shelter,	 it	wasn’t	
possible	 to	 remain	 open	
longer.

The	goal	of	the	shelter	is	
to	be	 able	 to	be	open	 from	
November	1	through	March	
31,	 but	 that	 would	 require	
two	more	churches	or	other	
organizations	 to	 volunteer	
their	space	for	a	month.	The	
other	 possibility	 would	 be	
to	 find	 a	 permanent	 facil-
ity.	The	 churches	 currently	
opening	 their	 doors	 to	 the	
shelter	are	Westside	Church,	
Sisters	Community	Church,	
and	 The	 Episcopal	 Church	
of	the	Transfiguration.

Aside	 from	 the	 shorter	
season,	everything	else	about	
this	winter’s	shelter	received	
stellar	 marks	 from	 every-
one	 involved,	 including	the	
guests.

The	 consensus	 at	 their	
last	dinner	together	was	that	
the	 Sisters	 community	 is	
remarkably	non-judgmental	
and	supportive.

Chops	 Bistro	 had	 vol-
unteered	 to	 provide	 din-
ner	 that	evening,	as	had	12	
other	restaurants	throughout	
the	 winter.	 Instead	 of	 tak-
ing	 the	 food	 to	 the	 shelter,	
the	 11	 guests	 were	 invited	
to	 come	 into	 the	 restaurant	
for	 a	 sit-down	 prime	 rib	 
dinner.

Zoe	Schumacher,	a	mem-
ber	 of	 the	 shelter	 advisory	
committee,	reported	that	she	
began	 to	 see	 the	 commu-
nity	 caring	 about	 the	 shel-
ter	 guests	 and	 they	 would	
ask	 how	 particular	 guests	
were	 doing	 if	 they	weren’t	
around	for	a	while.	She	also	
said	 she	 can	 tell	 the	 dif-
ference	 in	 guests	 between	
when	 they	 are	 housed	 in	
the	 shelter	 rather	 than	 
outside.

Betty	 Shuler,	 another	
committee	 member,	 shared	
the	story	about	 the	checker	
at	 Ray’s	 who	 paid	 for	 $60	
worth	 of	 groceries	 for	 the	
shelter	 when	 the	 gift	 card	
wouldn’t	process	correctly.

According	 to	 comments	
around	the	 table	at	 the	sea-
son-end	 meeting,	 the	 vol-
unteer	 monitors	 who	 host	
the	 shelter	 from	 5	 p.m.	 to	
midnight	every	night	are	the	
heart	of	the	organization.

Shuler	 referred	 to	 their	
demeanor 	 as 	 “so	 gra-
cious.”	Roger	Nelson	of	The		
Episcopal	 Church	 of	 the	

Transfiguration	 remarked,	
“The	 monitors	 were	 out-
standing	this	year.”

People	were	housed	121	
nights,	 with	 every	 shift	
filled	(two	shifts	per	night)	
except	 for	 one	 half-hour	
in	 December,	 according	 to	
Mandee	 Seeley	 who	 man-
ages	the	online	signups.

Shuler	 reported	 that	 67	
individuals	 brought	 meals	
for	 those	 121	 dinners	 and	
breakfasts.	A	few	of	the	vol-
unteers,	like	Crystal	Stevens	
and	 her	 family,	 brought	
a	 substantial	 number	 of	
meals.	Like	others,	she	and	
her	 family	would	bring	 the	
meals	 and	 then	 spend	 time	
socializing	with	 the	guests.	
Restaurants,	church	groups,	
the	 Girl	 Scouts,	 and	 other	
organizations	 also	 helped	
with	meals.

Sisters	Park	&	Recreation	
District	offered	their	showers	
for	use	by	the	shelter	guests.	
For	the	last	six	weeks	of	the	
season,	February	1	 through	
March	15,	52	showers	were	
taken.	Before	 that	 statistics	
weren’t	 being	 kept.	A	 few	
guests	had	dogs	and	cats	that	
were	taken	care	of	by	volun-
teer	host	families	since	ani-
mals	are	not	allowed	in	 the	 
facilities.

This	 year	 the	 shelter	
employed	 three	 individu-
als	 who	 staffed	 the	 mid-
night-to-7	a.m.	shift,	and	 it	
was	 a	 year	 of	 learning	 for	
everyone	 involved.	 Once	
a	 communication	 tool	 was	
designed	 regarding	 meals,	
there	was	less	confusion	and	
things	 ran	 smoothly.	 The	
Shepherd’s	 House	 shelter	
in	 Bend,	 which	 acts	 as	 the	
fiscal	agent	 for	SCWS,	has	
been	impressed	with	the	suc-
cess	of	the	Sisters	shelter	in	
two	 seasons.	They	 are	 par-
ticularly	struck	by	the	level	
and	 quality	 of	 community	
involvement.

Dedicated	 shelter	 moni-
tor	Blanche	summed	up	her	
experience	this	season.

“It	has	been	an	honor	for	
me	to	be	with	all	the	guests	
and	hear	their	stories.	I	loved	
every	 single	 second	 of	 it,”	
she	said.

The	 advisory	 committee	
will	 spend	 the	 spring	 and	
summer	 months	 looking	 at	
some	 long-term	 goals	 as	
well	as	fine-tuning	on-going	
operations.

As	 a	 way	 to	 recognize	
all	of	the	people	who	volun-
teered	their	time,	talent,	and	
treasure	 to	 the	 shelter	 this	
year,	 there	will	be	a	volun-
teer	appreciation	potluck	on	
Monday,	 April	 16	 at	 5:30	
p.m.,	Westside	Church,	442	
Trinity	Way.
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