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tail-wheel DPEs in Central 
Oregon. Lasecki had to search 
extensively for a qualified 
DPE to give Head his knowl-
edge and practical evaluations 
in his Cessna 140. He finally 
found David Koebel from 
Hood River who agreed to fly 
his own plane to Sisters, and 
the date of the test was set for 
several weeks away. 

And then winter made a 
snowy arrival in Sisters. Head 
spent most of his prepara-
tion time studying charts and 
manuals rather than flying his 
airplane.

“It worked out fine for 
Tyler,” said Monte. “The fly-
ing part is easy for him. He 
needed to study more than 
he needed to log more flight 

hours.”
The day of the evalua-

tions, known to the pilot com-
munity as the “checkride,” 
began as Koebel adeptly 
landed his plane at the snowy 
Sisters Airport. Watching 
the landing, Head knew he 
would have to demonstrate 
equally proficient skills in 
order to pass and earn his 
private pilot certificate. After 
greetings and introductions, 
Monte and Lasecki left them 
at the Outlaw Aviation hangar 
for several hours of the oral 
knowledge test.

“Tyler was nervous, 
but I think Walt and I were 
even more nervous,” Monte 
said. As the first SHS Flight 
Science student to be taking 
their checkride under their 
tutelage, they were anxious 
to find out if the collaboration 
between Outlaw Aviation and 
SHS was adequate to produce 
a proficient teenage pilot.

The Sis ters  Airpor t 

presents its own set of situ-
ational challenges, including 
a short runway, with a hill at 
one end, and a fence and road 
at the other, and unpredictable 
cross-winds. Add to that the 
challenging winter weather, 
not to mention flying a tail-
wheel airplane, the condi-
tions were as difficult as they 
could possibly be. According 
to Koebel’s comments after 
Head successfully completed 
both the knowledge and prac-
tical components of the test, 
SHS and Outlaw Aviation are 
preparing “very well-quali-
fied pilots.” After two and a 
half years of dedicated study-
ing and persevering through 
airplane setbacks, Tyler Head 
passed his checkride with 
flying colors, and earned his 
FAA Private Pilot certificate.

Head is currently attending 
Central Oregon Community 
College (COCC) pursuing an 
Associate of Applied Science 
degree in the Aviation 

Professional Pilot Airplane 
program. Having achieved his 
private pilot rating outside of 
the COCC curriculum, he can 
apply for credit for the private 
pilot courses and labs (flight 
time) that would normally 
be required for the degree. 
He has already started train-
ing for his instrument pilot 
certification with Monte and 
Lasecki at Outlaw Aviation 
in their new FAA-certified 
simulator. Once he passes his 
instrument checkride, he will 
receive credit for the instru-
ment courses and labs, further 
reducing the classes he needs 
to take at COCC for his avia-
tion degree. 

As a SHS graduate, he 
also takes advantage of the 
Oregon Promise which covers 
part of his tuition expenses for 
classes at COCC. As a private 
pilot, he is eligible to inter-
view with Alaska/Horizon 
Airlines for the commercial 
pilot incentives, including 

flight training scholarships 
and signing bonuses. His goal 
is to become a commercial 
airline pilot.

“We are so grateful for the 
support Tyler’s had learning 
to fly here,” said Nile Head. 
“The aviation community at 
Sisters is really special. It’s 
so supportive, like it used 
to be when I was a kid and 
my dad would take me to 
the little community airport, 
and the pilots would be so 
friendly when we walked 
up to their hangars. You just 
don’t see that anymore. But 
you do at Sisters. The neigh-
borhood pilots that bring 
their own planes out to fly the 
students, the teachers at the 
high school, the Roundhouse 
donors, the July 4th fly-in, 
the CFIs and other students 
at Outlaw Aviation. They’re 
all over-the-top encouraging. 
We’re very lucky to have this 
traditional aviation culture, 
right here in Sisters.” 

PILOT: Flying is  
a family affair  

for Heads
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• Kris Harwell: Harwell is 
currently the interim execu-
tive director of SPRD. Before 
taking up that post, she was 
the finance manager at SPRD. 
Before coming to SPRD, 
Harwell held numerous sales 
and operations positions in 
the private sector including 
owning a plumbing company. 
She has done business course 
work at both the University of 
Nevada and Central Oregon 
Community College.

• John W. Keates: Until 
recently, Keates was the 
director of parks and recre-
ation for the City of Bothell, 
Washington. Prior to that, 
Mr. Keates was park, trails 
and facilities director for the 
Mason County Parks, Trails 
and Facilities Department in 
Shelton, Washington; busi-
ness manager of parks and 
recreation for the City of 
Chelan, Washington; and 
the director of parks, recre-
ation and cultural services 
department in the City of 
Enumclaw, Washington. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Western University  
Washington.

Interviews with the SPRD 
board of directors and a com-
munity panel will be held 
on March 23, followed by 
a community open house 
where members of the pub-
lic will be invited to come 
by to meet the four finalists. 
The open house will be at the 
Sisters Park & Recreation 
District Coffield Building 
at 1750 W. McKinney Butte 
Rd., Room 1, from 5:30 to  
6:30 p.m.

FINALISTS: Meet-and-

greet set for March 23 

at SPRD HQ
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I’m Here For You…
Sellers: Free consult & market analysis 

gets you the highest price for your home.

Buyers: I’ve lived in Sisters 15 years. Let me help 
you put down roots in the town I know & love.

Sheila Reifschneider, Broker, 541-408-6355
Licensed Broker in Oregon | sheila@reedbros.com
Coldwell Banker Reed Bros. Realty
291 W. Cascade Ave. | 541-549-6000

Jonathan Hicks

Broker 

865-335-6104

goodsellandhickssellcentralor.com
LICENSED BROKERS IN THE STATE OF OREGON

— Serving all of Central Oregon — 

Sandy Goodsell

Principal Broker 
ABR, CDPE, CIAS, GRI, SRES

541-480-0183

Doing Reverse Mortgages in Central Oregon Since 1999

Julie Nash • 541-410-7526
junash@loandepot.com • NMLS ID 789031

Central Oregon Born   
 & Raised!

loandepot

REVERSE
MORTGAGES

HOME LOANS

...AND MORE!

Phil Arends
Principal Broker of Sisters Branch

Licensed in the State of Oregon
541.420.9997 | phil.arends@cascadesir.com

Sisters living 
at its fi nest
Like-new Craftsman 

home. Close to all Sisters 

amenities. Features include 

4 bedrooms (master on 

main), 2.5 baths, large 

kitchen open to dining and 

greatrooms.  Family room, offi ce, large bonus room 

that could be media room, art studio etc. Two fi replaces. 

Beautifully landscaped and ready to enjoy. $630,000. 

MLS#201802057

Ray’s Food Place: Bring 
on the Blarney! Corned 

Beef Brisket is  now Buy 
One, Get One FREE! (equal 
or lesser value). And this 
week’s Fantastic Friday 
One-day Deal, March 16 
only, is for selected 1.75 
qt. Tillamook Ice Cream 

at $2.88 ea. (fi rst two; 
additional $4.99).  

Bi-Mart: Ready to start 
spring cleaning? Sterilite 

Gasket Boxes are great 
for organizing, and are 

now on sale up to 41% off ! 
Sizes 20-quart, 32-quart 
& 54-quart are priced at 
$4.99, $5.99 & $6.99!

DON’T MISS
the inserts this week!

965 SW Emkay, #150, Bend

PRMG NMLS ID: 75243

Shelley Nelson, Reverse Mortgage Specialist
NMLS #351571

snelson@prmg.net | 503-536-4131 

Kathy Kemper-Zanck, Sr. Loan Officer
NMLS #255580

kkemperzanck@prmg.net | 541-749-0610

Shelly Garroutte, Loan Officer
NMLS #1607227

sgarroutte@prmg.net | 541-647-8962

Your Local Mortgage 
Professionals

Thinking about buying or 
refinancing? Call us today!


