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Obituary

Helen LaVerne Goldsmith

March 24,1926 — November 15, 2017

She was born on March
24, 1926 in Chula Vista,
California, moved to Oregon
in 1946, and passed quietly
November 15, 2017 in Bend.

A celebration of Helen’s
life will be held on January
27, at 1 p.m. at Sisters
Community Church, 1300
W. McKenzie Hwy.

Helen was born “south
of here” and was an invet-
erate orange juice drinker
for her entire life having
grown up in Orange County,
California, when it was still
filled with acres and acres of
citrus trees.

After graduating high
school from Covina Union
High, she attended Pomona
Business College, graduat-
ing in July 1943. She worked
a couple jobs after gradu-
ating, finally settling in at
Leavell Pure Juice Company
in Pomona for several years.

She was always indepen-
dent, driving her car up until
the week before her death.

In 1946, when her fam-
ily moved to Chiloquin,
Oregon, to start a new busi-
ness, she followed them
to Oregon working for the
Department of Highways
and then her father’s garage.
In the fall of 1950, she began
attending the Bethesda Bible
College in Portland. It was
there that she met the man
who would become her
husband in 1952, Ronald
Goldsmith. She worked
at the Wings of Healing
(affiliated with the college)
after graduating from Bible
College, being able to take
her children to work with
her throughout their infant
years. When her last daugh-
ter began elementary school
she began working in the
insurance industry, retiring
from Marsh & McLennan.
She and Ron raised their
family in Portland, moving
to Sisters after she retired in
1988.

She always said that
when she retired she would
take up quilting, keeping an
old quilt frame in the attic of
the family home in Portland
for over 30 years. She had
quilted as a young woman,
making her first quilt in
1944 at the age of 18, but
put it aside once she began
working. Many beautiful
quilts were subsequently
made for family and friends.
In 1996 she took first place
in the Pine Brook Contest
and was the featured quilter
at the Sisters Quilt Show in
2001, the 26th person to be
so honored.

Helen also learned tradi-
tional rug hooking, attending
the annual Friends by the Sea
rug camp in Rockaway for
about 30 years. She inspired

everyone there the year she
was the featured artist with
the 70-plus rugs she had on
display. She made many
friends, sharing her skills
and encouraging and men-
toring new participants, and
is admired throughout the
Northwest. She found a lov-
ing and supportive commu-
nity within the High Desert
Rug Hookers group in Bend
and was also a member of
the national group, ATHA
(Association of Traditional
Hooking Artists), partici-
pating in many Region 11
Northwest events. She had
great fun dressing in cos-
tume and hooking at the
High Desert Museum dur-
ing Pioneer Days. As with
her quilting, she made rugs
for family, friends and new-
borns and was quite prolific,
sometimes producing a rug a
week.

Prior to her husband’s
death, they traveled through-
out North America from
Niagara Falls to Copper
Canyon in Mexico; Montana
to Missouri, visiting fam-
ily and friends throughout
the States. They made sev-
eral trips to Alaska camp-
ing along the way in their
Suburban and later an RV.
It helped that over the years
their children were scattered
to New York, New Mexico,
North Carolina, Montana,
Alaska and Washington giv-
ing them reason to hit the
road.

She was preceded in
death by her beloved hus-
band of 63 years, Ronald
Goldsmith, and infant son,
Keith Charles.

Surviving are her four
children: Joanne Goldsmith
and partner Craig Watson
(Sisters), Wayne Goldsmith
and wife Beth (Denver),
Juanita Young (Wenatchee),
Diane Hampton and husband
Vern (Gladstone); brother
Cecil Gard (Woodland, WA);
sister Joy Collins (Portland);
three grandchildren, Jason
Bates, Alex Goldsmith,
Ryan Hampton; and several
great-grandchildren.

Donations may be made
to Partners in Care Hospice
or The Kid’s Center, Bend.

The Nugget Newspaper Crossword

By Jacqueline E. Mathews, Tribune News Service

ACROSS

1 Bothersome
person

5 lllegal way to
make money

9 Oscar hopeful

14 Sworn promise

15 __ to; awoke
after surgery

16 Burial site

17 Devout

19 Remained
optimistic

20 Underhanded

21 Observes

22 _ off; subsides
gradually

23 Suffix for decor
or fabric

24 All __; listening

26 Infuriates

30 Hates

35 Tidbit on a
relish tray

36 Trick

38 Calcutta dress

39 State one’s

right to
40 Cleaning cloth
41 Banana __; ice

cream treat

42 Griffey Sr. and
Griffey Jr.

43 In this place

44 Babble

45 Smiled
derisively

47 Long steps

49 Vane direction

51 Gobble up

52 Writing
instrument

56 Call it __; quit
and go home

58 Play on words

61 Body of water

62 Goblets & such

64 Tremble

65 Seep out

66 Curry and
Cusack

67 Lugged

68 Small bills

69 Take a nap

DOWN
1 Soft drinks
2 Actor Holliman
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3 Remain

4 Your, biblically

5 Window
covering

6 Eatery

7 Make laugh

8 Singer Tormé

9 Shocked

10 Cut short
11 Record
12 Take __;

assume control

13 Cincinnati team
18 High regard
22 Large dinosaur,

for short

23 Give counsel to
25 Old sayings

26 Ridicules

27 Actor Tim ___
28 TV's __ Sawyer
29 Grates cheese
31 __ de corps;

camaraderie

32 Dinner course
33 Like a cliché
34 Web surfer’s

stops

37 Crew member
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41 Aerosols

43 Make well

46 __in; brought
under control

48 Joshes with

50 Vulture’s claw

52 Pillar

53 Resound

54 _ asapin

55 Birthday party
dessert

57 Ina __;
stunned

58 Window glass

59 Fancy vases

60 Cozy home

62 Sticky stuff

63 Major conflict
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