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SALEM (AP) — The 
Trump administration is 
neglecting the U.S. govern-
ment’s obligation to build 
new homes for Indians whose 
original abodes were sub-
merged by dams along the 
Columbia River, members 
of Congressional delegations 
from Oregon and Washington 
state said. 

The hundreds of tribal 
members are living in dilapi-
dated trailers and other sub-
standard housing along the 
Columbia River. The prom-
ised new homes haven’t been 
built yet even though decades 
have passed since the dams 
were built. Now a funding 
decision by the White House’s 
Office of Management and 
Budget has put even the prep-
aration work on hold.

In a letter, the politicians 
told Mick Mulvaney, director 
Office of Management and 
Budget, that “the federal gov-
ernment has a legal and moral 
responsibility” to maintain 
the funding. They urged him 
to reconsider his decision. 

The letter, dated Friday 
and released to the media 
on Monday, was signed by 
Sens. Patty Murray and Maria 
Cantwell of Washington, 
Sens. Jeff Merkley and Ron 
Wyden of Oregon, and Rep. 
Earl Blumenauer of Oregon. 
All of the lawmakers are 
Democrats. 

When the dams were built, 
starting with the Bonneville 
Dam in 1938 and then hydro-
electric dams in the 1970s, 
the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers agreed to relocate, 
replace or otherwise mitigate 
for losses of home and vil-
lages that became buried by 
water, said Charles Hudson, 
who works with an agency 
of the four Columbia River 
Treaty tribes.

The Indians and their 
ancestors had pulled salmon 
and other fish from the 
river for thousands of years, 
Hudson said. Not only did 
the dams submerge their 
homes and villages, they 
eliminated the waterfalls and 
rapids that were trusted fish-
ing spots where the salmon 
congregated before leaping 
upstream. 

Even after the dams 
appeared, backing up the 
river and creating large pools, 
many families stayed along 
the banks because fishing was 
their traditional custom and 
livelihood. They moved into 
trailers and other makeshift 
housing on plots of federal 
land, where they were told 
to wait for the promised new 
housing, Hudson said.

“No shovels have turned 
yet,” Hudson said. “Here we 
are 50, almost 60 years later, 

and they are still waiting.”
The U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, which operates 
and maintains 700 dams in 
America, had recommended 
roughly $3 million be spent 
on planning for the new vil-
lages, like conducting archae-
ological assessments and site 
evaluations, and had received 
about half the funds in the 
2017 budget cycle, Hudson 
said. 

But an Oct. 24 letter 
from the Corps cited by the 
five politicians said most 
of an estimated $1.5 mil-
lion has been spent, and 
that future work “will cease 
until the remaining funds are 
received.” 

The members of Congress 

said they understood that 
Mulvaney had denied a 
request by the Corps to 
shift funding to provide that 
remaining $1.5 million.

“We have seen first-hand 
the cramped, outdated, make-
shift housing with limited 
access to reliable utilities and 
restrooms that tribal mem-
bers are living in today. This 
is a matter of public health 
and safety, upholding treaty 
rights, and requires immedi-
ate attention,” the members 
of Congress said in their letter 
to Mulvaney.

The Office of Management 
and Budget and the White 
House did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for 
comment.
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CAROL ZOSEL, Broker, SRES (Senior Real Estate Specialist)

503-616-8712 • carolzosel@kw.com

13365 Spirea, BBR • $799,995
•  4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 

3,292 sq. ft.
• Extensive decking
• Open fl oor plan
•  Great house for 

outdoor entertaining
•  Private stand-alone 

guest quarters
•  Beautiful fl oor-to-

ceiling windows
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STEVE MCGHEHEY, Broker 
541-420-8103 • stevemcgheheymps@gmail.com

Automobile Condominium, Sisters • $34,000
• 2-car unit
• 24 feet by 20 feet
• Gated 
• Heated
•  Use of carwash facility 

included
•  Security 

cameras

,

SHELLY HUMMEL, Broker
541-480-8523 • shelly@sellbend.com

23360 Bear Creek Rd., Bend • $750,000
•  10 fenced acres, 

4 acres irrigated
•  Spacious single-level home
•  3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 

1,764 sq. ft.
•  Indoor arena with stalls, 

tack room, and 
hay storage

•  Outdoor arena, 
turn-outs

,

CHUCK HARPER, Broker, RENE (Real Estate Negotiation Expert)

503-915-9417 • chuckharper@kw.com

17583 Mountain View Rd., Sisters • $295,000
• 2.3-acre lot
• Great canyon views
• Ready to build
•  1,600+ sq. ft. 

shop/garage foundation 
in place

• Septic installed
• #201708853
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Sunday, 
November 12
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
69287 Lucky Lady, 
Tollgate

Carol Davis  
541-410-1556
ABR, GRI, Broker

Ponderosa Properties LLC

541-549-2002 | 221 S. Ash Street

carolsellsrealestate@gmail.com

LUCKY YOU! Lucky you to live on Lucky Lady. This 3-bedroom, 2-bath 
Tollgate home on 1/2 acre borders USFS and a large common area for added 
privacy. The 1,400 sq. ft. house has always been well cared for, including a 
brand-new face-lift of the master suite. This remodel includes a new tiled 
walk-in shower, fl ooring, new countertops, toilet and windows. Remodeled 
kitchen with a new breakfast bar, stove, sink, countertops and faucet. The 
vaulted living room is warmed by a propane stove and looks out across the 
landscaped front lawn and ponderosa pines. There is a spacious back deck 
for your BBQ and wildlife viewing. On a quiet cul-de-sac, homeowners 
enjoy tennis courts, rec hall, grassy park and summer pool. $339,000. 
MLS#201707640
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CARPENTRY • TILE • DRYWALL • PAINTING
541-390-0769 | Sisters Owned | CCB#209860

Also…Gutter Cleaning
Roof Cleaning

Snow and Ice-Dam 
Removal 

FREE EVALUATION TO 
PREVENT WINTER PROBLEMS!

We’ll come assess your home and property and give 
you maintenance tips to prevent winter problems.
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PEAK PROPERTIES PARTNERSHIP

Let our 40+ years of combined experience work for you. 
Whether you are buying or selling, call us for a no-obligation consultation.

www.realestateinsisters.com  |  220 S. Ash St., Sisters

Stop by and visit with Tiana Van Landuyt & Shelley Marsh.
220 S. Pine St., Ste. 102 | 541-548-9180
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Beyond Your 
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