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NASA’s Gabe Gabrielle inspired local youth with a visit to Sisters 
Elementary School last week.
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Blasting off...

behavior. And then we built a 
tree and all of us joined our 
trees to make a forest, and we 
burned it down.”

Nesbitt made sure her lec-
ture on fire wasn’t a one-way 
street, and invited the students 
to answer questions and give 
their opinions in a way that 
got them to the key points of 
what fire is and how various 
elements affect its behavior. 

A fire triangle experiment 
was carried out by placing a 
small candle under a glass and 
measuring the time before the 
flame went out. Nesbitt made 
sure the science the students 
used was read from the same 
instrument used by all, not 
one student counting it out 
his/her way and the next stu-
dents his or hers. She allowed 
them to come up with the 
idea to use the measurement 
of time taken from someone’s 
cell phone.

The slope tool was a flat 
piece of metal, perhaps four 

by five inches, with equi-
distant holes in it that would 
hold wooden matches. The 
matches were placed in holes 
with their heads well away 
from the plate (to represent 
the tree trunk) then the plate 
was set up against a steel rod 
at an angle to demonstrate a 
steep slope. One match was 
ignited at the downhill side 
of the plate and the students 
watched the behavior of the 
fire at various angles.

To provide an additional 
demonstration of wind and 
slopes, Nesbitt had each stu-
dent group build a wire “tree” 
with a steel rod as a trunk, and 
attach pieces of thinner wire 
for limbs; then they adorned 
the limbs with pieces of paper 
to represent leaves and nee-
dles. She placed all six pans 
close together then asked the 
students about slope and wind 
affects on fire behavior as she 
set the trees ablaze.

Each student was sup-
plied with a field guide put 
together by the HDM edu-
cational department staff, 
titled “Fired Up!” in which 
a full glossary of 36 fire 
terms was printed; every-
thing from “Adaptations” to 

“Dendrochronology,” “Fire 
Scar,” “Hypsometer,” “Mean 
(mathematical average),” and 
“Wildfire.”

The field guide was used 
when the students went 
out behind the museum to 
observe an area of the forest 
where a controlled burn had 
been carried out on one side 
of the main trail, and not on 
the other. She divided the 
students to study the areas 
where no burn was carried 
out (Survey Area #1) and the 
burned area (Survey Area #2), 
then switched them as they 
went through the curriculum 
set up by the staff.

After measuring density 
and tree growth, the students 
were asked for their opinions: 
“Based on the data, which 
survey area do you think is 
healthier?” and “Why do you 
think this one is healthier than 
the other?” and “If you had to 
guess, which survey area had 
a controlled burn 10 years 
ago, which do you think and 
why?”

The field guide also took 
the students into post-fire 
research by asking: “What 
do you see as evidence of fire 
activity?” This was accom-
plished with a discussion of 
four pertinent points about 
the effects of different types 
of fire in a forest.

At that point the ticking 
clock brought an end to the 
time in the burn area, and the 
class returned to the class-
room for the closing com-
ments. All the way back from 
the museum to the middle 
school the bus was filled 
with the sounds of students 
reviewing the fire-science 
points Nesbitt and her staff 
revealed to them.
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Teacher Tanya Young helped students Soleia Planty and Kayla Root 
measure the diameter of a pine tree.
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CUSTOM HOMES • RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PROJECTS

Serving the Sisters Area Since 1976
Strictly Quality 

John P. Pierce 
541-549-9764

CCB# 159020  CCB# 16891

Becke W.   ierce 
General Contracting LLC 

541-647-0384
CCB# 190689

Arne J.   ierce 
General Contracting LLC 

541-668-0883
CCB# 208020
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Ellen Wood
Broker, GRI, ABR

541-588-0033
290 E. Cascade Ave.
Sisters, Ore. 97759

www.SistersLuxuryHomes.com

Selling or Buying 
in Central Oregon? 

Call for a FREE home 
valuation now!
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Cape Cod-style home with open 
fl oorplan, vaulted ceiling, sun 

room, views of Black Butte, wood-
stove, skylights, and bonus room.

Stop by and visit with Tiana Van Landuyt & Shelley Marsh.

220 S. Pine St., Ste. 102 | 541-548-9180

Superior
Escrow
Execution

Ultimate
Service

I Live in 
Sisters 
and I 
Love 

it Here

Come by 
& see me

541-419-8156 

Lic#200511204

CCCoommee bbbyy

282 Cedar St., Sisters 

(Behind Hop-n-Brew) 
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new
listing!

541-595-3838 The Ranch • 541-549-5555 in Sisters
see all our listings at howellsrealtygroup.com

Exclusive Onsite Realtor for Black Butte Ranch 
Open daily, 9 to 5, by the Lodge Pool Complex

Don Bowler, President and Broker 971-244-3012
Gary Yoder, Managing Principal Broker 541-420-6708

Dick Howells, Principal Broker 541-408-6818
Phil Arends, Principal Broker 541-420-9997

Carol Dye, Broker 541-480-0923 | Joe Dye, Broker 541-595-2604
Ross Kennedy, Principal Broker 541-408-1343

Over half our agents live at The Ranch!

GOLF HOME 243 | $995,000 mls 201703307

Classic Ranch home, fully updated, 
and on the Big Meadow Golf Course!

SOUTH MEADOW 53 | $895,000 mls 201709344

Overlooks large common area.
This home exudes quality!


