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hang-up call from Collier 
and it was later learned her 
charging device was not 
functional and her cell phone 
battery had died. Three 
DCSO Search And Rescue 
volunteers and two DCSO 
deputies responded to the last 
known location for Collier 
and began searching into 
the night. Although the trail 
where Collier had begun her 
hike at Three Creek Trailhead 
was dry, the trail near the 
bottom of Broken Top was 
covered in snow. Collier had 
lost the trail in the snow. 

The DCSO SAR volun-
teers located Collier’s tracks 
in the snow and were able to 
follow them back to the main 
trail where they were unde-
tectable among the tracks of 
other hikers. AirLink joined 
the search, their standard 
flight crew accompanied by 
one additional DCSO SAR 
volunteer spotter. 

At approximately 2:30 
a.m., one of the DCSO depu-
ties located Collier at the 
Todd Lake Trailhead. Collier 

had successfully started a 
small warming fire and was 
waiting for one of the search 
teams to locate her at the 
trailhead. Collier was in good 
physical condition. 

The Deschutes County 
Sheriff ’s Office reminds 
those that recreate outdoors 
to prepare accordingly for the 
activity. Some considerations 
include proper clothing for 
day and night conditions in 
your environment, even if 
you do not expect to be out 
overnight. Ensure you have 
adequate water and food, 
topographical trail maps, 
extra batteries or charging 
options for phones or GPS 
units. Bring a lightsource 
and a signaling device. Seek 
out information regarding 
the area and what may be 
encountered, such as current 
and projected weather con-
ditions as well as terrain in 
the area. Tell someone where 
you are going, what you will 
be taking with you and when 
you plan to return. Collier 
had done several of these 
things, which helped in locat-
ing her, DCSO reported.

The Deschutes County 
Sheriff ’s Office strongly 
encourages those recreating 
in the outdoors to do so with 
a partner.

HIKER: Woman was 

well-equipped for 

sojourn in woods
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Burning season is open 
for many of the local fire 
districts in Central Oregon. 
With the recent fall weather 
and precipitation received 
in areas, he Central Oregon 
Fire Chiefs Association 
(COFCA), local fire depart-
ments, the Forest Service, 
Bureau of Land Management, 
and Oregon Department of 
Forestry have agreed that 
many areas are now safe to 
enter into burn season. 

Even with many fire dis-
tricts opening burn season, 
Central Oregon fire chiefs 
remind residents that they 
need to call their local fire 
district to ensure the district 
is allowing burning at this 
time; that it is a burn day; 
and to obtain any necessary 
permits. 

“Even though we are 
entering burn season in many 
areas, some areas are still 
too dry for outdoor burn-
ing. In districts where burn-
ing is open, weather condi-
tions such as high winds or 
warm fall weather can make 
outdoor burning unsafe. 
Checking in with your local 
fire district is important,” 
said Sisters Fire Chief Roger 
Johnson. 

“Residents that are in areas 
where outdoor burning is 
allowed will still be required 

to follow local agency regu-
lations and closely monitor 
their pile to prevent spread to 
other combustibles,” Johnson 
said.

There is a ban on burning 
yard debris within the city 
limits of Sisters.

The general public on pri-
vate lands within the district 
may conduct open burning 
with a valid permit from the 
local fire district or ODF. 
Other restrictions that will be 
lifted include the operation 
of chainsaws and mowing of 
dried grass for private lands 
within the district. 

For residents who are 
uncomfortable burning or are 
not in areas where outdoor 
burning is allowed, the fall 
FireFree events will be avail-
able to residents in Deschutes 
and Jefferson counties. 
Watch www.firefree.org for 
the dates of these events in 
October and November. 

COFCA’s federal partners 
(Forest Service and Bureau 
of Land Management) will be 
performing prescribed burns 
throughout the region. These 
prescribed burns improve for-
est health and reduce the for-
est fuels in order to lower the 
wildfire risk to our communi-
ties that is ever-present later 
in the season when the condi-
tions are even more extreme.

Burning season open in 
parts of Sisters Country
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