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tough spot. According to City 
leadership at the meeting, 
the effects vary greatly from 
business to business, but 
some companies have noted 
a 50 percent decrease.

“September is critical for 
business,” said Sisters Mayor  
Chuck Ryan. He noted the 
cancellation of the Folk 
Festival and smoke from the 
Milli Fire has deterred cus-
tomers and diminished what 
businesses depend on as a 
profitable season.

“The smoke wasn’t just 
from our fires though, it 
was a culmination of many 
surrounding ones,”  he 
stated. “All of Oregon was 
impacted.”

Sisters also lies in the 
wake of negative media influ-
ence affecting the economy 
directly. The steady flow of 
customers has nearly cut in 
half as news from neighbor-
ing counties cast a grim view 
of Sisters. Inaccurate signage 
in the Valley has also been 
reported, misleading travel-
ers into believing that Central 
Oregon is inaccessible. 

“Some people in Portland 
don’t know the difference 
between Highway 242 and 
20. So when they hear 242 
is closed, they think Sisters 
is inaccessible,” said Judy 
Trego, executive director 
of the Sisters Chamber of 
Commerce. “We need to 
get the message out: We are 
open.”

In an effort to mitigate 
the negative attention and 
draw visitors, the Sisters 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
has increased its efforts in 

advertising. Utilizing radio 
advertisement in Portland 
and Bend, and broadcast-
ing TV commercials on two 
Bend channels, the Chamber 
is focused on getting the 
attention back to our com-
munity. Drawing in visitors, 
in hopes of benefiting local 
businesses, is the Chamber’s 
priority.

“We want to get the mes-
sage out: Sisters is here and 
open for business,” said 
Trego. 

On the list of options for 
mitigating financial impact 
is the consideration of a 
disaster loan through the 
Small Business Association 
and Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. During 
the Tuesday meeting, mem-
bers of City government 
and the Chamber discussed 
with businesses the option of 
applying for the loan. 

The disaster loan would 
be assessed as a whole 
within Deschutes County, 
not just the town of Sisters. 
Applications would be 
assessed at the county level 
then passed through the 
Governor’s office. Once 
approved, it would then be 
handed over to FEMA for 
evaluation.

Businesses interested in 

applying would be granted 
a low-interest loan, help-
ing them cover cost defi-
cits incurred over the slow 
months. At the conclusion 
of Tuesday’s meeting, six 
businesses were interested in 
applying for the loan.

“The loan is positive, mar-
keting is positive, and the 
meeting was very positive,” 
said Ryan.

The economic impact of a 
bad winter and slow summer 
has brought about a close-
knit community as well. The 
City and Chamber are work-
ing closely together in an 
effort to bring about hope and 
change for the local economy 
while encouraging businesses 
to work together.

“We have not received 
a ton of calls,” said Ryan, 
admiring the durability of 
local businesses. “These peo-
ple are really resilient. They 
need our help, but don’t have 
their hands out.”

Chris Wilder, owner of 
Sisters Log Furniture and 
Home Décor and president 
of the Chamber’s board of 
directors, admired the sense 
of community and encour-
aged the continued support of 
one another.

“We are truly in this 
together,” he said.
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Local officials are trying to find ways to mitigate the economic impacts of 
a tough fire season in Sisters.
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The Children’s Forest 
of Central Oregon, in part-
nership with the Deschutes 
National Forest and Bend 
Park and Recreation District, 
invites families to explore 
new ways to connect with the 
outdoors at the third annual 
Discover Nature Festival. 
With more than 35 fun, 
nature-based activities, the 
festival offers children and 
families the opportunity to 
enjoy time outside together, 
while engaging in outdoor 
recreation activities, hands-
on learning, games, and more.

The free event is set for 
Saturday, September 23, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., at Riverfront 
Park in Bend. 

There will be something 
fun and engaging for every-
one – whether they are active 
and athletic, curious about the 
natural world, or want to get 

their hands dirty making art. 
Activities range from a climb-
ing wall and fly fishing, to a 
bike obstacle course and the 
firefighter challenge, to live 
reptiles and amphibians, and 
story time.

The festival is also a way 
to learn more about Children’s 
Forest of Central Oregon, 
which inspires youth to lead 
healthy lives and be stew-
ards of public lands through 
connections with nature. The 
Children’s Forest is a network 
of community partners, many 
of which will be offering 
activities at the Festival.

Oregon Adaptive Sports 
will provide adaptive cycling 
and adaptive kayaking.

For more information on 
the festival, contact Katie 
Chipko, executive director at 
541-383-5592 or visit www.
childrensforestco.org.

Families invited to 

‘Discover Nature’
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GOLF COURSE CONDO 94
$349,900 • mls 201708946

On the golf course 
with views of Black Butte!

SOUTH MEADOW 143
$795,000 • mls 201709186

Beautiful home 
with reverse living!

new
listings!

541-595-3838 The Ranch • 541-549-5555 in Sisters
see all our listings at howellsrealtygroup.com

Exclusive Onsite Realtor for Black Butte Ranch 
Open daily, 9 to 5, by the Lodge Pool Complex

Don Bowler, President and Broker 971-244-3012
Gary Yoder, Managing Principal Broker 541-420-6708

Dick Howells, Principal Broker 541-408-6818
Phil Arends, Principal Broker 541-420-9997

Carol Dye, Broker 541-480-0923 | Joe Dye, Broker 541-595-2604
Ross Kennedy, Principal Broker 541-408-1343

Over half our agents live at The Ranch!

541-549-1575

DESIGNERS & BUILDERS of DISTINCTION

Serving Sisters Since 1994

CCB#194489

Doing Reverse Mortgages in Central Oregon Since 1999

Julie Nash • 541-410-7526
junash@loandepot.com • NMLS ID 789031

Central Oregon Born   
 & Raised!

loandepot

REVERSE
MORTGAGES

HOME LOANS

...AND MORE!

NEW HOME smack in 
the middle of Sisters!

On a quiet street, with park nearby. Two 
bedrooms upstairs plus den with vaulted 
ceiling. Master on main. Drop-dead-gor-
geous kitchen with granite countertops 
and beautiful laminate hardwood floor. 
Stainless steel appliances invite you to 

create culinary masterpieces. $315,000

HOT LISTING!

343 E. Aspenwood Ave., Sisters

LICENSED BROKER IN THE STATE OF OREGON

Winfield Durham, Broker

541-420-9801
625 N. Arrowleaf  Trail, Sisters


