Of a certain age...

By Sue Stafford

Columnist

Ten days of traveling
across Idaho and Wyoming,
and back again, brought to
life the 1852 migration of
my ancestors from Illinois
across the American Plains
and mountains to the Oregon
Territory, land of promise.

Retracing their steps,
walking in the wagon ruts
still visible 165 years later,
made real the stories I had
heard all my life. These
pioneers, full of hope and
determination, left behind
familiar surroundings and
their elders to strike out on
a journey full of unknown
hardships and unimaginable
losses, to settle a new land
and build a new state.

All across Idaho and
Wyoming historical mark-
ers detail the pioneer expe-
rience, memorializing land-
marks that guided their
journey — Devil’s Gate,
Independence Rock, the
many river crossings, and
the cutoffs discovered that
shortened the journey.

Wyoming provides an
amazing geological and
archaeological look into
not only prehistoric times,
but into what life was like
for those who chose to fol-
low the westward migration.
Many Wyoming ranchers are

conservators of the remains
of the thousands of emi-
grants who died on the trail.
Ordinary plowing of the soil
unearths artifacts discarded
or lost by those who traveled
by wagon, horseback, and
on foot across the vast fron-
tier of rolling plains, ancient
rock upthrusts, high pla-
teaus, and lush river valleys.

One such steward of
these remains and artifacts
is Wyoming rancher Larry
Cundall, on whose land
were found the remains of
my great-great-grandmother,
Ann Roelofson Scott, a vic-
tim of cholera, who was
laid to rest on June 21, 1852
by her family in the ashy
soil overlooking Box Elder
Springs.

On the day Cundall
showed us the graves of
Ann, another woman, and
a teenage boy, his Black
Angus heifers greeted us
as we climbed through the
barbed-wire fence separating
the springs from the unpaved
county road that brought us
there.

It is easy to see why a
number of families chose
Box Elder Springs as the
place of final rest for loved
ones whose journeys were
cut short by disease and
accident. After a strenu-
ous ascent up Emigrant
Hill, the springs provided
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a peaceful green oasis with
fresh water, trees, grass, and
wild flowers.

I was immediately struck
by the peace of the site, the
only sounds those of moo-
ing cows, birds, and a soft
breeze. The sun shone and
warmed the soil and my back
as [ stood gazing at the place
of final repose for a woman
who endured unbelievable
hardships and discomfort as
a wife and mother, bearing
12 children, three of those
lost in infancy. She left fam-
ily and friends to follow her
husband in his quest for free
land in a far-off place.

Her body, debilitated by
the recent difficult birth of
her 12th child, who did not
live, began the arduous jour-
ney in a weakened state. I
tried to imagine what those
three months must have been
like for her, caring for her
family while traveling 12-25
miles a day in a bumpy
wagon or walking through
mud and dust, setting up
camp each evening, hoping
for fresh water and meat to
supplement ever-decreasing
food supplies.

She probably trav-
eled in pain, as her pelvis
had not completely healed
from being sawed in half to
remove her baby due to an

excessively curved sacrum,
creating a narrow birth
canal. It was the evidence of
this procedure that helped to
identify the remains as those
of Ann Scott. The entries
in her daughter’s trail diary
describing the place of her
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interment contributed to
the evidence that Box Elder
Springs was the place cho-
sen to bury Ann.

As I stood over her
grave, an intense rush of
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*150

REBATE’

on any of the following qualifying purchases
of Hunter Douglas window fashions with

POWERVIEW® MOTORIZATION
1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer

PLUS $150 REBATE FOR EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT

1 Skyline” Gliding Window Panels
PLUS $150 REBATE FOR EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT

2 Pirouette” Window Shadings
PLUS $150 REBATE FOR EVERY 2 ADDITIONAL UNITS

2 Silhouette” Window Shadings
PLUS $150 REBATE FOR EVERY 2 ADDITIONAL UNITS

4 Alustra” Woven Textures
PLUS $150 REBATE FOR EVERY 4 ADDITIONAL UNITS

4 Designer Roller Shades
PLUS $150 REBATE FOR EVERY 4 ADDITIONAL UNITS

4 Designer Screen Shades
PLUS $150 REBATE FOR EVERY 4 ADDITIONAL UNITS

4 Duette” Honeycomb Shades
PLUS $150 REBATE FOR EVERY 4 ADDITIONAL UNITS

4 Solera” Soft Shades
PLUS $150 REBATE FOR EVERY 4 ADDITIONAL UNITS

4Vignette® Modem Roman Shades
PLUS $150 REBATE FOR EVERY 4 ADDITIONAL UNITS

HunterDouglas &%

Intelligent shades,
smart savings.

PowerViewe Motorized Shades from Hunter Douglas move
automatically to a schedule you set** Act now for rebate
savings on a wide range of popular styles.

Program your shades
with the PowerView App**

Pirouette® Window Shadings
with PowerViewe Motorizafien.

*Manufacturer's mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 7/1/17 — 9/11/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. For certain rebate-eligible products, the purchase of multiple units of such product is required to receive a rebate.
If you purchase fewer units than the required multiple of the specific model and operating system described above, you will not be entitled to a rebate; partial rebates will not be awarded. Offer excludes HDOrigins™ and Nantucket™ Window
Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be
assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. **The PowerView App is available on Apple® i0S and Android™ mobile

devices, and requires the PowerView Hub for operation. ©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.
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