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shadow of the North Sister, 
one of Central Oregon’s most 
impressive volcanoes. As 
some of his pupils enjoyed a 
refreshing swim in the moun-
tain lake, Cribb commented, 
“Most of these students have 
never seen a volcano before. 
After they go back, they are 
better students for having 
been here.”

Graduate assistant Tyler 
Smith echoed Cribb’s feel-
ings about the importance 
of seeing geology in the real 
world, not just in textbooks. 
“The best geologists are 
the ones who have seen the 
most rocks!” he said. Smith, 
from Franklin, Tennessee, is 
immersed in graduate studies 
that focus on environmental 
geosystems.

One student on the trip 
who had seen a volcano 
before is Emily Cunningham, 
of Knoxville, Tennessee. This 
is her second trip to Oregon, 
and she is doing an under-
graduate thesis on three volca-
nic buttes between Mt. Hood 
and Mt. Jefferson. She was 
clearly enthusiastic about this 
summer’s learning opportu-
nity and her ongoing studies 
of Olallie, Clear Lake, and 
Pinhead Buttes in the north-
ern part of Oregon’s Cascade 
mountains.

Of these, Olallie Butte is 
the largest of the three. At 
more than 7,000 feet in eleva-
tion, it is also the tallest vol-
cano between Mt. Hood and 
Mt. Jefferson, the two highest 
volcanoes in Oregon.

Olallie Butte is a shield 
volcano. Shield volcanoes 
are formed from highly liq-
uid lava flows rather than 

explosive ones. As a result, a 
shield volcano typically has 
gently sloping flanks, giv-
ing it the appearance of a 
shield lying on the ground. 
Olallie Butte, however, is an 
exception in that is unusually 
steep-sided. During the high-
country snow season, Olallie 
Butte is the snow-covered 
knob-like peak visible north 
of Mt. Jefferson. The peak is 
mostly on the Warm Springs 
Indian Reservation.

Referred to as a geol-
ogy field course, this educa-
tional program gives MTSU 
students the opportunity to 
earn undergraduate credits 
toward their degrees. The 
three-week course started in 
Portland; and the class’s first 
stop was at Mt. Hood, fol-
lowed by visits to the areas 
surrounding Mt. Jefferson 
and the Three Sisters. Those 
visits were to be followed by 
a stop at Newberry National 
Volcanic Monument and, of 
course, Crater Lake National 
Park. The students have had 
the additional experience 
of camping amidst the very 
mountains they came to study.

The course will continue 
with a trip to Mount St. 

Helens, where the students 
will have the unique opportu-
nity to observe that volcano’s 
more recent activity and have 
the opportunity to climb the 
south rim of the mountain. 
The last stop on the vulca-
nology tour will be at Mount 
Rainier, and the students 
will have one last day in the 
Northwest in Portland before 
returning to Tennessee.

MTSU was established 
in 1911 as a teachers college 
in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 
Today, the school is organized 
into eight colleges that serve 
more than 20,000 undergrad-
uate students. Additionally, a 
graduate college offers pro-
grams in nearly 40 fields.

For his part, Prof. Cribb 
seems to have a special affin-
ity for Sisters, and he indi-
cated that he hopes to log 
even more Sisters time in 
the future. He also related 
an interesting encounter 
while visiting his daughter, a 
senior — and geology major, 
of course — at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville. He 
was wearing a Sisters T-shirt, 
and a Vanderbilt student came 
up to tell him that she gradu-
ated from Sisters High School.
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Led by Prof. Warner Cribb (far right), aspiring vulcanologists from Middle 
Tennessee State University learn about the volcanoes of Central Oregon.
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170 W. Cascade Ave., Sisters 
(In Barclay Square, behind BJ’s Ice Cream)
Offi ces also located in Bend and Redmond

To view all our listings go to: central-oregon.kw.com

Each offi ce independently owned and operated.

STEVE MCGHEHEY, Broker 
541-420-8103 • stevemcgheheymps@gmail.com

411 E. Cascade Ave., Sisters
•  Two second-fl oor executive 

suites available
•  Attractive rates
•  Rents starting in 

low $200s
•  Contact Steve McGhehey 

at 541-420-8103 
for your private 
showing

ED DERKSEN, Broker 
 503-706-4456 • derksened@gmail.com

70675 Pasque Flower, BBR • $380,000
•  Great buy at Black Butte
•  3-bedroom, 2-bath, 

1,654 sq. ft. home
•  Very quiet street with ac-

cess to National Forest
•  Less than 1/2 mile to 

Glaze Meadow Recreation 
Center, pools, and courts

•  MLS#
201701851
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SHELLY HUMMEL, Broker
541-480-8523 • shelly@sellbend.com

2287 NW Lakeside Place • $1,150,000
•  Deschutes River frontage
•  3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 

4,043 sq. ft.
•  Main level master with 

guest bedrooms and 
family room downstairs

•  Incredible deck facing the 
river

•  Private gated 
entry

69973 Santa Fe Trail, Sisters • $998,000
•  Stunning home in 

Cascade Meadow Ranch 
on 2.6 acres

• 4 bedrooms, 5 baths
• Guest apartment
• Pool, hot tub, sauna
•  Horse facilities with 

indoor arena

,

CAROL ZOSEL, Broker, SRES (Senior Real Estate Specialist)

503-616-8712 • carolzosel@kw.com

PENDING

CHUCK HARPER, Broker, RENE (Real Estate Negotiation Expert)

503-915-9417 • chuckharper@kw.com

208 N. Wheeler Loop, Sisters • $295,000
•  3-bedroom, 2-bath, 

1,627 sq. ft. home
• Built in 2000
• 0.10-acre lot
• Granite countertops
• Laminate fl ooring
• Vaulted greatroom
•  Private deck for 

entertaining

p,

PRICE REDUCED

COMMERCIAL


